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The Theme of Japanese Bronze Mirrors with Daryai Design

ARAI Satoru

The purpose of this paper is to consider the meaning of the Japanese bronze mirrors of the Kofun period (middle

third to early seventh centuries, CE). To this end, the author adopts the methodology of iconology, which has its origins

in art history, and analyzes the images depicted and cast within the inner pattern band of Japanese bronze mirrors with

the so-called daryii design. The term daryt originally means a Chinese mythical figure resembling an alligator, but

Japanese archaeologists believe that this type of Japanese mirrors were Japanese adaptation of the Han Chinese bronze

mirrors decorated with design of spiritual beasts. The author interprets that the main figure of Japanese bronze mirrors

with daryl design composed of a single head and two bodies was a representation of a human body and a snake body,

using the artistic technique of simultaneous depiction of figures at different times. Furthermore, the author points out

that the main figure of Japanese bronze mirrors with daryl design was a figure of multiple meanings. The figure looked

different from different perspectives. This suggests that the images on the Japanese bronze mirrors were expressions of

the thoughts of the Wa (Japanese) people, independent from Chinese thoughts.
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Japanese bronze mirrors modelled after Chinese mirrors, snake god, iconology, chimera
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