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A study of the Intentional Use of Cobbles in the Early Upper Paleolithic Period in the Southern
Kyushu Region of Southwestern Japan

SHIOBARA Takeru

This study attempts to reveal the intentional use of cobble in the Early Upper Paleolithic period in the southern
Kyushu region of southwestern Japan where cobbles are abundantly excavated at Paleolithic sites. Although previous
research has assumed that these cobbles were commonly used as plant processing tools, such as mortars and pestles,
the author considers that these cobbles were used for diverse purposes. The author further argues that, by recognizing
other functions of cobbles as tools, we should be able to understand various subsistence activities of that time. To
approach the uses of cobbles, the author has looked into raw material rock, morphology, natural environment of where
cobbles were excavated, and their use-wear. The author’s analysis has allowed him to distinguish two major uses of
cobbles, one for stone tool production and the other for processing soft materials, such as plant processing. The author’s
conclusion not only gives support to the previous interpretation as plant processing tools but also add new insight into
other functions of these cobbles. The author’s study will contribute to more detailed understanding of Paleolithic hu-
man history.
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Early Upper Paleolithic, southern Kyushu in Japan, use theory.
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