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Symposium Purpose

For almost 100 years from the end of the 11th century to the end of the 12th century, Hiraizumi
was formed as a political and administrative center (hereafter referred to as the political center) at the
eastern edge of the Buddhist cultural sphere. As early as the 1940s, it was mentioned that Hiraizumi
was a city V. However, since the 1990s, Hiraizumi has come to be generally evaluated as a city due to
the results of large-scale excavations around the area, and Hiraizumi has come to be considered the
beginning of medieval cities in Japan @,

On the other hand, in 2011, when Hiraizumi was inscribed on the World Heritage List, the focus
was on the Buddhist "Pure Land" as an ideal Buddhist space ®. Although the involvement of Buddhism
(especially Pure Land thought) in the construction of Hiraizumi was emphasized, the discussion of its
urban character and political center was not deepened.

After that, in Iwate Prefecture, a research meeting was held for five years by researchers and
experts from various fields from Japan and abroad to discuss the construction of Hiraizumi's base,
including the Yanaginogosho sites. The results, together with the books of "Corpus of Historical and
Archaeological Materials" edited at the same time, can be said to be basic materials for future
multifaceted studies of Hiraizumi @,

Despite this accumulation, there are still gaps in Hiraizumi research. One of these is Hiraizumi as
a political center. Until now, Hiraizumi has been discussed as a city and urban construction, but has
never been discussed directly from the perspective of a political center.

In Hiraizumi, the rulers, the Oshu Fujiwara clan, had authority independent of other powers to a
certain extent, seized control over the land and people of their territory, imposed taxes, and used that
as a basis to carry out various projects, and it is believed that they had the organization and ability to
carry them out. These were controlled by rational discipline and were accompanied by coercive power.
Furthermore, they maintained and commanded a military organization. These functions are thought
to be reflected in the shape of Hiraizumi as a place of action, along with the magnificent installations
that displayed the ruler's power and financial strength appropriate to a political base, and the symbolic
objects that justified the ruler's rule ®.

This symposium aims to understand Hiraizumi as a political center through examples of political
centers in various regions of East Asia from periods before and after Hiraizumi. In addition to the
decorative devices and symbolic objects common to political centers, we will discuss the physical
relationship between the tombs and enshrined facilities of rulers and political centers, and compare
and examine these with their religious and ideological backgrounds, with the aim of crystallizing a new
image of Hiraizumi in East Asia.

(Sato Yoshihiro, Hiraizumi Cultural Research Center, Iwate University)
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