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Excavated Cultural Properties in Kamakura

1. Site of Kurakubo

Kurakubo site showed an Oketsubo engraved tomb chamber on steep slope of hills, is one of the
Great Yamazaki Oketsubo group comprising 42 engraved tomb chambers belonging to the late phase
of Kofun Period (7th century). These chambers have the Kokanza which is characteristic high step
floor for setting the coffin in Fujisawa and Kamakura cities. A complete jar of flask shaped was found
on the floor by the Kokanza.

2. Site of Daiyama

Daiyama site is the village settlement belonging to Yayoi Period to Nara-Heian Period and extends
c. 700m Xc. 50m on Daimine hill, north-western part of Kamakura. The 9th expedition in this site
revealed 4 dwelling pits of Yayoi Period, 4 dwelling pits and 3 buildings with pillars directly in the
ground (Hottatebashira tatemono) of Kofun Period, and a dwelling pit of Nara Period. Many styles of
pottery, the cooking pots with stand, the vases, the dishes on stand and the bowls were discovered
from the floor of a rectangular dwelling pit of the late phase of Yayoi Period (A.D.1st century). Types
of these potteries are designated "Kugahara" which were manufactured around the coast of Tokyo
bay. Structures of Kofun Period indicate the settlement form consisting of a Hottatebashira tatemono
and dwelling pit houses. One of these dwelling pits of Kofun Period had Hiki type dishes made in
western part of Saitama-Ken of 7th century. The dwelling pit of Nara Period unearthed a Kosai ware
and Sagami (old name of southern Kanagawa-Ken) type dish pottery. Kosai ware was manufactured in
Shizuoka-Ken of 8th century. Daiyama site has been shown the fertile lives from Yayoi to Nara
Periods.

Since systematic excavations had been done in early 70s', excavations of Medieval Age of Kamakura
have been reconstructing the city and the people's way of life in the city gradually.

3. Site of Yokokeji Area

Yokokouji shuhen iseki, lies beside Yokokoji, the street running through Sekitori-hashi to Yofukuji
Temple, has unearthed a part of a Bushi residence. Latest excavation in this site brought out the struc-
tures and many relics. The Structures of endo of 12th to fist half of 14th century erected with huge
preparations to housing. The relics are pottery dishes, a white porcelain basin, black pottery dishes
manufactured in Kansai area (gaki), jars of Tokoname ware and a bronze mirror end of 12th century to
15th century. These relics and activities show that a inhabitant was the powerful Bushi. And in this
site, we found a dish on stand of the late phase of Yayoi period. The style of this pottery manufactured
in way of western Shizuoka-Ken, but the fabric of it was local clay. That indicates active communica-

tions between Tokai area and Sagami area.



4. Site of Wakamiyaoji Area

Site of Wakamiyaoji area lies along the Wakamiyaoji, main street of the medieval Kamakura city. We
could find the organic relics in there, because of high water table used to be the sea in Jomon period.
Latest excavation in the site showed 4 residential floors of 13th to middle of 14th century with a street
east-west direction, a drain or a ditch, a Hottatebashira tatemono and a rectangular pit architecture
(Hokeitateanata tatemono) and other post-holes. In these structures, wooden structural materials
remained in the Hokeitateana tatemono in site. We could see the original picture of that (see the
reconstruction sketch). And analysis showed that these materials are the Japanese cedar.

5. Site of Komemachi

Komemachi site extends along the Oomachioji (R.134). It was approved Oomachi, Komachi,
Kamegayatsu, Wagae, Okuranosuji and Kewaisaka as commercial area by the government
(Kamakura Bakufu) in 1254, then Oomachi, Komachi, Oomachi, Komemachi, Musashiojishita,
Sujikaehashi, Okuranotsuji in 1265 again. As we have an old village name of Komemachi around the
site now, it could be supposed that there was a commercial area in Medieval age (Kamakura to
Muromachi periods). Latest excavation in this site brought out the residential floor of early 13th to fist
half of 14th century. The structures are a lane crossing at right angle to Oomachioji, a couple of
Hottatebashira tatemono, wells, and ditches which divided the ground of west to the lane in two.
Western ground to the lane was prepared housing by huge earth and enclosed by the [ 2] shaped line
of post-holes. Excavated relics include superior ones like as a green glazed pot with a lion head made
in china, a celadon basin decorated in the center with applied two fish design, a bronze Nogutsu (a
horse gear) and an inkstone. These structures and relics indicate that Komemachi site area was not
only the commercial town but also the residential area for Bushi.

e of Gokurakuji Temple
Gokurakuji temple was established by Hojou Shigetoki and Ninsho in 1259 as a member of Shingon
(Mantra) denomination Risshu (vinaya) Saidaiji school, and that was the largest base for the

missionary work of Shingon Risshu faith into the Eastern Japan. Latest excavation in the old
Gokurakuji temple area unearthed a jar of Tokoname ware and many post-holes and a narrow ditch on
the artificially removed flat bedrock in small excavation area, 25 square meters. It is not definite that
these structures were a building or included in Yagura which was well known as the cave tomb for
Buddhist priests of the Eastern Japan, typically in Kamakura. The jars, same type of the jar excavated
from this site, were used for the cremation urn sometimes in other Yagura. Anyhow, it is necessary to
continue excavations to bring to light the ancient Gokurakuji temple.





