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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura

I.We have sites of Yayoi period (from Neolithic to Chalcolilthic culture , 3rd Century B.C.-A.D. 3rd

century) in Dai hills, Tebiro area. sea-side dune area, along Hase street and Okura area in Kamakura.The
excavation of Okura Bakufu Shuhen site revealed 14pit dwellings on northern bank of Nameri-kawa alluvlal

plain. These 14 dwellings suggest a way of village life, as we can see three pit dwellings of them, which indicate
enlargement of houses belonging to middle phase of Yayoi Period, 1st century.

2.Eight " Ohketsu-bo” which are cngraved tomb chamber on steep slope of hills were found in Terabun-
Fujitsuka site, 400m north-west to huge site of Yamazaki “Ohketsu-bo” group of had destroyed 40 vear ago by
housing They are the tombs of some chiefs of Kamakura, belonging to late phase of Kofun Period, from the end
of 7th to beginnings of 8th century.

3.Yohfukuji abandoned Temple (Registered National Historical Properties), which had been excavated

many times since 80" s to bring out the structures used to be, was built by Minamoto Yoritomo who established
Kamakura Bakufu in the end of 12th Century. Latest excavation has revealed Kyoutsuka” belonging to end of
12th Century on top of the eastern hills that are surrounding the sublime temple and garden. “Kyotsuya” means
the structure of burying the sutra for which people desired benefits in the world and next. Excavated
“Kyoutsuka” contained a large jar which are filled with an axis for sutra, a sutra container made of bronze, ten
wooden combs in a Chinese porcelain small pot and a folding fan. These elaborate objects and it's location
suggest that this ~ Kyoutsuka” had been buried by Minamoto Yorritomo himself or close relatives of him.

4. “Yagura” is well known as the cave tomb for Buddhist priests of Eastern Japan, typically in

Kamakura, was revealed three caves belonging to 14th Century in the valley of Sasuke Ichome (f47°%F

¥

Matsugayatsu) in where 13 “Yagura” had been unearthed till now, in 1997. As old documents tell that the
perished Shokokuji (f47+) temple was in the Matsugayatsu valley, these 16 “Yagura” had any relationships to
Shokokuji temple.

5.Excavation of Yuigahama-minami site is sltuated on seashore revealed on seashore revealed many structures and
relics belonging four residential Periods which are Kamakura to Edo period during the excavations of two years.
Of these periods, it is noteworthy that four thousand bodies were buried in individually and being piled up in pit
structures of 3rd Period. And a peculiar structure was unearthed from this period. It is placed skulls fo

horses. bulls and dolphins being faced to seashore in L figure shaped in 8X2m.

0.Toshoji abandoned temple site, has been estimated the perished Toshoji temple in where Hojo

takatoki,political leader of Kamakura Bakufu, had killed himself in 1333 when Kamakura Bakufu had

destroyed had been excavated in 1975 and 1976. The excavation of 1997 was conducted to gain the basic data
for the purpose that the site should be a Registered National Historical Properties. Discovered structures are
post-holes making a bullding covered by ash layer 10cm in thickness. It is prosumed that the building burned
down in 1333, because Temmoku bowls, Ching-pai jars and Celadons of government kilns which were suffered

from fire,are belonging to middle of 14th century.
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