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A Tsuga siepoldii Carr. Southern japanese hemlock
T Picea jezoensis (Sieb. et Zuce)Carr, Yexzo spruce
B ANTER Picea maximowiczil Masters Japanese bush spruce
TR Larix kaempferi (Lamb.)Carr. Japanese larch
A& Cryptmeria japonica D.Don Japanese ceder
s R 3 Sciadopitys vertcilfata Sieb. et Zucc. Japanese umbrella pine
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7= RN Thuja Standishii Carr. Japanese thuja
R T Fagus crenata Blume Japanese beech
IAFT Quercus crispula Blume Japanese ocak
WA T & & WEE
Filkd x4 i
ShEER £ Abies firma Sieb. et Zucc, Japanese Fir
R ’f:\'_‘\‘ Zelkova serrata (Thunb)Makino Japanese Zelkova
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DHLOET LAE, FHE L LBE O BER M M0 L 2 2 FRU TR SRR H A%
AN—F BB Y — o (405N HI28BEFT) &, REAFOBHM M & & RIEH
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Research on the History of Japanese-Korean Relations and
Dendrochronology: Problems for Japan

Fujii Hiroyuki

Abstract: Examining the development of dendrochronology in relation to Japanese cultural prop-
erties, based on the conditions of the construction of a master chronology which forms the core of
such research, two big problems are recognized as the undeveloped state of regional chronologies
on the one hand, and the “tree ring pattern gap” seen for the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
on the other. In Japan, where the transport of materials over long distances has been envisioned
from olden times, tree-ring data cannot be expected to link directly with the locus of the site or
ancient building where obtained, so it is necessary to establish regional chronologies using mate-
rials highly local in nature such as living or buried trees. As finds of buried trees are irregular, the
main task becomes establishing fixed points of observation based on living trees in each region,
and at present success in linking up with chronologies based on ancient wooden samples has heen
achieved only for varieties of cypress in Aomori (Thujopsis dolabrata) and the Kiso region (Cha-
maecyparis obtusa), and there is not yet a system in place for conducting systematic research on
areas of production through a nationwide network of regional chronologies. The tree ring pattern
gap is exerting a strongly negative influence on the construction of such regional chronologies.
Also, while we have seen the welcome situation of new researchers emerging since the year 2000,
the tree ring pattern gap is also hindering their work. In order to overcome these obstacles, it is
necessary to direct research towards new ages that have previously not been treated as greatly
significant for dendrochronclogy, such as domestic architecture in the modern era, which is re-
garded as having attained the highest levels from the perspectives of the history of Japanese hous-

ing and of the utilization of wooden materials.

Keywords: Japan, dendrochronology, master chronoclogy, regional chronologies, modern

architecture.
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