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Investigation on the Research Method of Biological Remains in Japan

Seo Min-seok

Abstract: Archaeology is the study of past societies and human activities primarily through
material remains. Based on preserved biological and geological remains, archaeclogists have re-
searched landscapes occupied by past people and economy achieved by them through scientific
methods. Biological remains defined in this paper are plant and animal remains and marks of them
preserved or associated in archaeological sites. Biological remains provide important data for re-
constructing the past buried in long term as the form of decayed organic matters or fossils.
In the early phase of ‘Comparative Study of Biological Remain between Korea and Japan Project’,
I considered only comparison of achievements on molecular genetics research between two coun-
tries, because National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage has conducted it. By participating
the training course of ‘Biological Environment Investigation’ in Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties in the st and 2nd vear of the project respectively, I could understand the
necessity of various research methods, and recognize the necessity of the establishment of broad
research topics.

It is important to understand the research results of palacoenvironmental analysis, and animal
remain analysis conducted in Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties to introduce
various analysis methods on biological remains carried out in fapan to Korea, and to seek the

methods that can be applied in archaeological remains in Korea.

Keywords: material remains, animal and plant remains, biological remains
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