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Characteristics and Evaluations of the Mounds of Royal Tombs
of Japan and Korea

Aoki Takashi

Abstract: This contribuiion analyzes the mounds of tombs in Silla and surrounding regions, and
makes a comparative consideration with tombs of the Japanesc archipelago. As an analytic device,
to determine whether the mound form of a particular example should be regarded as an elliptic
versus circular in shape, numeric values of an index were calculated. Further, another index was
used to show the proportion of mound height to mound length. Based on the index values thus
derived, factors such as the age of appearance and regionality of the tombs were ascertained.

As a result of this analysis, a change in mounds from ellipses to correct circles was grasped
for the region in question, which clearly concurs in timing with the transition from vertical burial
facilities to horizontal ones. As reason for this, it is considered that at tombs having vertical facil-
ities, the primary role of the mound was for providing a high cover for the burial which followed
its shape. Subsequently, the adoption of horizontal stone chambers induced preparation of the
circumference of the mound, with decorative treatment of the mound’s outer surface in the same
manner as for the podium of a building, on which relief carvings including figures of the Oriental
zodiac were set up. Since placement of the latter requires correct directional orientation and ac-
curate seclioning of the circumference, beautifully proportioned round mounds were built. This
aspect is interpreted as the impetus for the trend to mounds built in correct circular form.

Also, in Silla, with the renewed construction in Northern Wei of royal tombs trending towards
monumental size, tombs achieving monumental size were built in the $illa high-mounded style
from the latter half of the fifth century at latest, and this trend continued even after the change to
horizontal type burial facilities. Further, this trend towards monumental tomb size, which had its
roots in the Northern dynasties of China, is thought to have reached Japan as the influence of the
Northern dynasties gradually spread to the archipelago via Silla. It is thus inferred that from the
latter half of the fifth century, mounds achieved monumental size as the so-called Chinese type
form of tomb mound was adopted, and hased on this broad East Asian trend, there was a commeon

orientation among monarchies in every quarter for making manifest the locus of authority.

Keywords: tomb mound, trend toward correct circular form, trend toward monumental size, Silla,

Gaya, Japanese archipelago
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