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Brief Summary
Nakajuku-Zaike Site Excavation Report

QOutline
The site excavation was done by Gunma Archacological Research Foundation in 1994 to 1995 as a rescue opera-
tion due Lo ongoing work on Route 18 by the Ministry of Construction. The site is located in a rural area at the
west part of modern Itahana, about a hundred kilometres from Tokyo to the north-west, where there was a
famous station called Itahana. set up on "Nakasendo Road’, now changed to the recent Route 18.

Itahana was very famous in Japanese history from the Ancient to the Edo period (19c. AD). The Nakasendo

has been one of the most impartant roads politically and economically in Japan since medieval times.

Features
Significant artefacts unearthed during the excavation included imported ceramics (latter half of 12¢. AD to for-
mer half of 14¢. AD) from Zhejiang, China. mixed with domestic porcelains from the Kyusyu and Kinki dis-
tricts. Ruins of the lifted floored houses and other road than the Nakasendo between the Sth block and the 6th
Block of the site were found, which were irrelevant to the historic "Nakasendo', though the latter one was sup-
posed to be "Miya-kaido'.

Miya-kaido is the way Lo the road Lo the shrine. Tchi-nomiya” or "Nukisaki® situated at Tomioka. The discov-

ery of a road which was formally known only from the documents deserves people's notice.

Main findings

Medieval period : lifted floored house, Chinese ceramics and the road to ‘Nukisaki® (the top ranked shrine in
Gunma at that time). The Chinese ceramics are among the most valuable findings in this ex-
cavation.

Ancient peried :  rice paddy field

yayoi period : rice paddy field
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