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Summery of the Report of the Surveys at Sojiji Kofun Tumuli
By Cultural Property Preservation Division of Osaka Prefectural Board of Education

Introduction

‘Sojiji Kofun Tumuli are located on the low independent hill of 20m high in Mishimaoka area of
Ibaraki City, Osaka Pref.
We carried out several archaeological surveys during 1994 to 2000 before the construction of the
collective apartments produced by Osaka Prefectural Government.

We have surveyed about 23,500n" of this area, and found so many traces from the late Yayoi
Period (2-3rd century A.D.) to the Middle Age(11-16th century A.D.).

Most characteristic remains of all are the clusters of Kofun(burial mound) tumuli, which we
named ‘Sojiji Kofun Tumuli’ . Here we report about this Kofun tumuli.

Report of the Surveys at Sojiji Kofun Tumuli

This site is consisted of 43 Kofun tumuli and a large space surrounded by a trench. They have
gathered in the round area of about 100m wide. It shows us Sojiji Kofun Tumuli is the second
biggest Kofun cluster among the contemporaries in Osaka Prefecture, while the biggest is called
‘Nagahara Kofun Tumuli’ in Osaka City.

Among the 43 Kofun tumuli, 42 of them had square mounds and only one had round one. It is quite
unusual because most clusters of Kofun tumuli are consisted of the ones with round burial mound.
The biggest one had 14m each square mound, while the smallest 4 m each. This means the
deceased buried in these Kofun tumuli were not so powerful chiefs of this period. All of the burial
mounds had been cut off long time ago, so we could find only the surrounding trenches. We could
not find any trace of burial chamber. It showed us that the bodies of the deceased had been laid in
wooden coffins and been buried in, not beneath, the mounds.

The large space surrounded by a trench was situated in the south part of the area. There was no
trace of Kofun nor other contemporary remains in this space. We suppose ‘lhz;t this space was used
as a public square. The villagers of this time might have performed some kind of rituals for the
deceased in Kofun tumuli.

We unearthed some relics such as Haniwa(clay figure or figurine) , Sue stoneware, iron
arrowheads, stone disk for weaving, glass beads and so on.

Among them, Sue stoneware can be the standard for determining the date, because its typical
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chronology is almost completed in Japanese Archaeology. Sue stoneware found in this site showed
that they had been produced in the middle of Kofun Period(from the early to the middle of the 5th
century).

‘The analysis and research of Haniwa from this site suggested us that most of them had been
produced at ‘Shinike Kilns Cluster’ in Takatsuki City. We used to regard that all of Haniwa from
these kilns were supplied to ‘Otacyausuyama Kofun' , one with a huge key-hole shaped burial
mound of 226m long which is situated in 2 km north of Sojiji Kofun Tumuli, and is supposed to be
built in the middle of the 5th century. It is an interesting fact that Haniwa produced in Shinike Kilns
Cluster were supplied to both the grand Kofun for a powerful local ruler and the small ones for
lesser powerful chiefs.

Our Point of View

We could not find a huge Kofun for the most powerful ruler of all the chiefs in this Kofun cluster.
We presume that Ota-cyausuyama Kofun we mentioned above was the very one. We believe the
location and the existence of Haniwa figures from the same kilns support our hypothesis.

Ota-cyausuyama Kofun is surrounded by some smaller Kofun Tumuli which are regarded as the
‘burial mounds for the strong retainers of the ruler lay in Ota-cyausuyama Kofun.

‘We suppose that the deceased buried in much smaller burial mounds in Sojiji Kofun Tumuli might
be the smaller and less powerful chiefs of this region.
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