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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SB:
SD:
SE:
SK:
SP:
8X:

Building
Ditch

Well

Pit

Posthole

Other feartures
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Outline and progress of the research

This volume details the results of an excavation undertaken at the northeastern sector of
the Nagahara site in 2000 prior to the land rezoning in Eastern Nagayoshi, situated in south-
eastern part of Osaka city. One excavation, NG00-6 in the eastern sector of the planned sector
for land rezoning, was carried out between April to November 2000, covering approximately
400 square meters.

Results of the investigation

During this investigation, the feature and finds covering the Yayoi to Pre-modern period
were found, the following are the outline of the main results observed in the field arranged
chronologically.

1. The Yayoi Period

The features of the Yayoi Period ware found on a natural levee formed by the Final Jomon
Period flooding. It consisted of several pits and ditches. A small number of finds were exca-
vated.

2. The Kofun Period

The elevated mounds dating to the middle Kofun period were found on the natural levee.
The ds included a large quantity of pottery that had been broken into pieces and burned.
The pottery are thought to have been casted off on the mounds, during the construction of the
mounds. The remains of natural streams were found around the western side of the mounds,
so we can assume that the mounds had been made for flood control.

The ditches were excavated on the surface of the mounds, and the remains of paddy fields
were found at eastern side of the mounds. It suggest that the ditches had been constructed for
irrigation. But this assumption should be inspected by the future investigation.

After that, this area had been covered with the soil by the floodings. During the end of
middle Kofun period, dating to the end of 5th to the beggining of 6th century AD, this area
had been to be the land at a time, the several ditches were found. But the area had been
covered with clay layer sedimented with the water flow, because of the low and swampy
condition, the human activity had not been observed until the Asuka pericd.

3. The Asuka to the Early Heian Periods

Only two ditches were detected for this period, various finds were excavated from the
layer containing the cul | ins straturm 10. These finds include the artifacts relating
the buldings; rooftiles, tiles and so on, and daily necessities; inkstones, coins, ink-inscribed
earthen wear, buckles and others. From these finds, it is highly possible that there had been
local government office or temples and so on, near the investigation site.

4. The Middle Heian Period

The remains of a water course running from east to west were found. A human-shaped
effigy was excavated from the water course along with the pottery artifacts. The effigy, 73cm
long, largest evidence which have been found in Osaka city until now, offer the new informa-
tion concerning the ancient religious practice.

5. The Late Heian Period and later

After the abondonment of the water course, this area had been utilized for agricultural




purpose. Although the area was covered with sandy layer several times, which were
accumlated by river floodings, cultivation have been continued until the Modern period.

Further Reading

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1998-2002 Archaeological Reports of the Eastern sector of the Nagahara site Vols. I-V,
Osaka. (In Japanease, with English summary)

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1978-2002 Archaeological Reports of the Ngahara site Vols. I-VIII, Osaka. (In Japanease,
with English summary)

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1998-2001 Archaeological Reports of the Ngahara and Uriwari sites Vols., I-VXI1, Osaka.
(In Japanease, with English summary)
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