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Notes
The followi bols are used to rep haeological features in this text:

&

SA : Palisade or Fence SB: Building 8D: Ditch SE: Well
SK : Pit SP: Posthole
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

1) Introducti P and

This report details the achievements of the excavations carried out at the Nagahara
site, situated in the south-eastern part of Osaka city, Osaka prefecture, Japan, in the
fiscal year of 1986 (beginning April 1st).

The Nagayoshi-Uriwari area, in which the Nagahara and adjoining Uriwari site are
situated, is one of the few remaining locations within Osaka city in which farmland can
still be found. Improvement of the main road and subway from the City to this area has
been followed by rapid residential growth. As a result of this growth, there has been an
increasing demand for water and sewerage services. The Nagahara and Uriwari sites
lie within the land being rezoned to accommodate the development of these services.

Though emergency research prior to the rezoning project has been conducted since
1981, many other excavations at these sites have been carried out, almost continuously,
over the last twenty years, prior to public or private developments in the area. In
particular, at the Nagahara site, three hundred excavations have been carried out so far
and the total excavated area amounts to 140,000 square metres, covering 4% of the
whole site. ‘This large accumulation of fieldwork has clarified that both the Nagahara
and Uriwari sites are large complex sites following a slope down to a plain, in which
discoveries belonging to between the Upper Palaeolithic and the Early Modern eras,
have yielded wide ranging information about settlements and cemeteries in each
period.

The stratum of the Nagahara site for each period is preserved in good condition, and
research works had been carried out on each stratum, though all excavation areas were
characteristically long and thin as they lie beneath land designated for roads. The strata
have been identified according to the stratigraphical standard of the Nagahara site
(chartl, p.288).

This excavation report is the sixth volume in the series and covers sixteen
excavations. The total excavated area extends for 4,700 square metres. The dates of
discoveries fall between the Upper Palaeolithic and the medieval periods (: ing the
12th to 16¢h century). The areas excavated were divided into five geographical sectors
(fig. 1) and the results of research in four of these sectors (no research was undertaken
in the south-western sector in 1986) are summarized as follows:

2) Results of the research

‘Western sector of the Nagahara site

Numerous archaeological features from the Middle to Late Kofun tumulus period,
including a well (SEQ1) in which wooden implements (front piece) were found, pit
dwellings (SBO1 - 05) and posthole houses (SB0G6 - 09) (upper colour plate 1), were



excavated. Amongst the wooden implements found in SEQ1, were tools associated
with the Sue ware industry (plates 42, 43). Abacus shaped Joom weights (artefacts
number 27, 120) were found, suggesting immigrants from the Korean Peninsula. A
Kamakura period paddy field was also found.

Central sector of the Nagahara site

A cluster of pits dating to the late Yayoi period, which are thought to be clay mines
(lower plate 3), was excavated. Kofuns and a ditch surrounding a village were
excavated. Heian period posthole buildings, a cremation grave (SK27, upper plate 9)
and Nara period paddy fields, covering a very large area, were found.

Southern sector of Nagahara site

Six Kofuns were investigated, amongst them, in Kofun No. 146, a burial structure
was identified (lower plate 11). Asuka/Nara period drainage ditches (SD01, 02 and 07)
were t‘ound The posmurung of the Heian perlod buildings and wells located in this
sector, i the of a resid 1 area of 1 Cho (former unit of length,
approximately 110 m) square divided into two north and south sections.

South-eastern sector of Nagahara site

Middle Yayoi period ditches (SD01 and 02) were unearthed. Another ditch (SDO3),
built between the final Early Kofun and the initial Middle Kofun periods, was found
overlapping the previous two. This ditch is contemporary to the Nagahara Kofun
cluster.

Excavations also included 11 Middle Kofun period square burial mounds. Among
these, a rare example of warrior Haniwa was found, equipped with armour and a
helmet. The armour and face had been made separately and later joined, a technique
not often found (Plate 72). An Asuka/Nara period paddy field and a Heian period
settlement with associated fields were found. Kamakura period ditches (SD39 and 41)
surrounding a residential area were unearthed. In addition to their function as
fortifications, evidence also confirms them as being water reservoirs.

3) Investigations of Features and Artefacts.

Reconstruction of the Settlement Pattern of 5th - 6th century Viilages.

Various kinds of features (i.e. pit dwelling, posthole houses and wells) previously
excavated in the western sector of the Nagahara site have been typified according to
their characteristics. As a result of this, Nagahara villages of the period have been
classified into five stages. Substantial changes between settlements from stages 1 and
2 (late 5th century) and again between stages 4 and 5 (late 6th century) have been
identified. Stage 2 and 3 settlements (late 5th - initial 6th century) were composed of
several units of pit dwellings and posthole houses.

—jv-



Abacus-shaped Loom Weight from the Kofun Period

This artefact suggests the existence of Korean Peninsula immigrants. It was
thought that dense distribution of these weights was limited to northern Kyushu Island
but at present there has been an equal number of weights found in the Kinki region. In
particular there was a high distribution of these weights around the Nagahara area.
This may indicate that the south shore of the Kawachi Lake (where the Nagahara site is
located) was another nucleus for immigrants.

Pits for the burial of pottery at the Nagahara site

Reasons and purposes behind the burial of pottery was investigated using Asuka to
Heian period examples. During the Asuka period, the destruction of Kofun, associated
with paddy field develop d. It is p d that a ritual of pottery
burial was initialed to make amends for the destruction of the graves as the pits are
closely associated with damaged Kofun.

In the Heian period there were several various forms of pottery burial. Amongst
these were the use of containers for cremated bones and a pottery burial ritual for an
earth-breaking ceremony. The buried pottery is commeonly of similar size, indicating
a possible formal manner in which the ritual was undertaken.

Further Reading

Aikens, C. M. and Higuchi T.
1982 Prehistory of Japan. Academic Press, New York.
Pearson, R. J., Barnes, G. L. and Hutterer, K. L. Editors
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1992 Archaeological studies of Japan. Acta Asiatica 63. The Institute of Eastern
Culture.
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107-30. Faculty of Letters, Osaka University, Japan
1990 Chiefly lineages in Kofun-period Japan: political relations between centre and
region. Antiguity 64, pp. 923-31.
‘The Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1989-1993 Archaeclogical Reports of and Uriwari sites Vols. I-V,
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