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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent archacological features in this text:

SA : Palisade or Fence SB: Building SD: Ditch SE: Well
SK : Pit SP: Posthole
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

1) Introductk devel and

‘This report details the achievements of the excavations carried out at the Nagahara
site, sitvated in the south-eastern part of Osaka city, Osaka prefecture, Japan, in the
fiscal year of 1987 (beginning April 1s1).

The Nagayoshi-Uriwari area, in which the Nagahara and adjoining Uriwari site are
situated, is one of the few remaining locations within Osaka city in which farmland can
still be found. Improvement of the main road and subway from the City to this area has
been followed by rapid residential growth. As aresult of this growth, there has been an
increasing demand for water and sewerage services. The Nagahara and Uriwari sites
lie within the land being rezoned to accommodate the development of these services.

Though emergency research prior to the rezoning project has been conducted since
1981, many other excavations at these sites have been carried out, almost continuously,
over the last twenty years, prior to public or private developments in the area. In par-
ticular, at the Nagahara site, three hundred excavations have been carried out so far and
the total excavated area amounts to 140,000 square metres, covering 4% of the whole
site. This large accumulation of fieldwork has clarified that both the Nagahara and
Uriwari sites are large complex sites following a slope down to a plain, in which dis-
coveries belonging to between the Upper Palaeolithic and the Early Modern eras, have
yielded wide ranging information about settlements and cemeteries in each period.

‘The stratum of the Nagahara site for each period is preserved in good condition, and
research works had been carried out on each stratum, though all excavation areas were
characteristically long and thin as they lie beneath land designated for roads. The strata
have been identified according 10 the stratigraphical standard of the Nagahara site
(table 1).

This excavation report is the seventh volume in the series and covers eighteen exca-
vations. The total excavated area extends for 6235 square metres. The dates of discov-
eries fall between the Upper Palacolithic and the medieval periods (spanning the 12th
to 16th C. AD). The results of research are summarized as follows:

2) Results of the research

The Uriwari site has long been known as a Yayoi period (BC 3 - AD 3 C.) settle-
ment. Recent excavations at the site, however, have uncovered a group of possible
public-official buildings, which might constitute one of the political centre of the area,
of the Asuka period (AD 7 C.).

The Nagahara site has yielded a variety of archaeological information. The
stratigraphical and typological study of lithic remains of the Upper Palacolithic Period

o -



has come to clarify tool manufacturing techniques and land use in the area. The de-
tailed study of Jomon pottery clarified that, during the transition from the hunter-gath-
erer economy to the agricultural one, the final Jomon to the early Yayoi Periods (BC 4
and 3 C.), a newly arriving Yayoi farming settlement had contemporarily existed with,
and later prevailed over, a traditional Jomon one. The Nagahara Tomb Cluster of the
Kofun Period (AD 4 - 6 C.), where more than two-hundred square burial mounds,
usually some 10 metres in length, have already been discovered, is considered 10 be a
vast graveyard for minor officials, providing a key 10 understanding the socio-political
system of the period, in which the difference in shape and scale of the burial mounds
represents the ranking order of the buried. In the Asuka and Nara Periods (AD 6to 7
C.), the Jand had clearly been divided into two parts, settlement as residential area and
paddy fields as farming area.

Discoveries at the Uriwari Site

This year research identified the east end of a possible public-official building of the
Asuka Period (AD 7 C.) (fig. 17). Although the core of this centre had been uncovered
by previous excavations, the extent of the buildings has now been clarified (fig. 8). The
east-west oriented fence sur ding the central buildings is approxi 1y 35 metres
in length, and no evidence of human occupation outside this area, during that period,
has been found. This suggests that the central cluster of buildings was regarded as a
political monument alienated from the usual life of the then general public.

Discoveries at the Nagahara Site

The Nagahara-type pottery, the latest of the Jomon Period, was discovered along
the slope of a small natural gorge (figs. 37 - 39, plates 30 - 32). The clay constituent of
the pottery was analyzed and the ratio of the local and extraneous clay was examined.
As a result, 85% was identified as local and 15% extraneous. This fact possibly de-
scribes the difference of potters’ group and may illustrate the interaction of traditional
hunting-gatherers.

Two middle-Yayoi (BC 1 - AD | C.) ditches were uncovered. These run along a
relatively high area of the site, and supplied water to the low-lying paddy fields (fig.
114, plates 6 and 7).

Seven kofuns were found (fig. 35 - 81). From the Kofun No. 176, one of the earliest
kofun amongst the Nagahara Tomb Cluster, characteristic hireisuki-haniwas (cylindri-
cal haniwa with projectiles on both sides), which were highly distributed around
‘Yamato (former central Nara) region, the then political centre, were discovered. The
discovery of hiretsuki-haniwa indicates a close relationship between the Nagahara
area and the political centre of the period.

There is evidence of dramatic change in land use in the Nagahara area around the
early sixth century. Some parts of the village were leveled to made way for paddy
fields. Later, two key-hole shaped mounds suddenly appear, after which kofun con-



struction apparently ceases. This change should be taken as a direct or indirect re-
sponse to a change in the central political order, rather than a spontaneous movement
within the Nagahara area.

During the Asuka and Nara Periods (AD 7 - 8 C.), paddy fields were dominant over
the area.

During the Heian and Kamakura Perieds (AD 9 - 13 C.), villages were constructed,
but in different locations within the area (fig. 98).

In conclusion, this year's research has provided us with much information on the
description of the past in the Nagahara area; from the end of a hunter-gatherer society
through to an early farming society and the development of a class society and later a
State. Kofun appear in the area during the period of the class society and the area is
controlled by an outside authority from the State stage onward.

Further Reading

Aikens, C. M. and Higuchi T.
1982 Prehistory of Japan. Academic Press, New York.
Pearson, R. J., Bames, G. L. and Hutterer, K, L. Editors
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Culture.
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