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Musashi-Oji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(photo 1) Excavated Chinese ceramics
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(phato 2) State of an excavated eboshi headwear, kawarake earthenware, chopsticks, ete.
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{photo 3) Masonry revetment ditch in the west side survey area
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(fig. 1) Schematic illustration of remains in the Kamakura period
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(photo 4) Masonry revetment diteh in the east side survey area
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‘Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photo 5) Panoramie photo of the fifth surface of the Section A (from the west)
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(photo 7) Part of an excavated saddle
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Wakamiya-0ji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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{photo 8) Panoramic photo of the first surface of the Section 2 (top is west)
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(photo 9) Half-underground warehouse where foundation square timbers and wall panels remain
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(photo 10) Half-underground warehouse with stone laid on the bottom
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Hojo Tokifusa / Akitoki Tei-Ato Site
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(phato 11) Excavated artifacts (photo 12} State of excavated boards with India-ink
writing, which were used for some of the building materials
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EN13 BRZOEOFARER (photo 13) Infrared photograph of boards with India-ink writing
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Amanawa-Jinja-Isekigun Site
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1. Musashi-Oji-Shuhen-Iseki Site (444, Ogigayatsu 3-Chome)

At this survey site, located south of the historic site, Kamegayatsuzaka Pass, no fewer than 10 living
surfaces from the mid-Kamakura period to the Muromachi period (mid-13th century to 15th century)
were identified. From a living surface dating from the latter half of the Kamakura period to the
Muromachi period, a situation in which ditches extending from north to south were repeatedly rebuilt
was discovered, indicating that the land was in continuous use. From the end of the Kamakura period to
the Northern and Southern Courts period, two parallel ditches were made by piling up several layers of
hewn tuff to form a revetment. Between the two ditches was hard ground compacted and covered with
crushed tuff, which may have formed a road about 6 to 7 meters wide. The ditch was reconstructed
several times in the same location. After the ditch was filled in, a well was built by laying hewn tuff on
top of a wooden frame. After this well was filled in, the ditches were repositioned and built again.

Since the direction of the ditches roughly follows the road to Yakuoji Temple on the north-west side
of the survey site, there may have been facilities related to the temple in the vicinity. It is said that once
there used to be a temple called Yakozan Baireiji Temple on the site of Yakuoji Temple, but the date of
its founding and other details are not known.

A large variety and quantity of ceramics imported from China have been excavated in this site,
including celadon, white porcelain, blue-white poreelain, as well as tenmoku tea bowls and small, brown-
glazed jars thought to have been used for tea ceremonies. Shown in the upper right of the photo is a
small, lidded case made of celadon, containing a smaller pot inside. This is an extremely rare artifact,
being seldom excavated in Japan.

2 . Wakamiya-0ji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (161-36, Yukinoshita 1-Chome)

The survey site is located approximately 50 meters south of the Kawakita Film Museum in
Yukinoshita, Kamakura City. The survey uncovered living surfaces from the mid-Kamakura period
(mid-13th century) to the Muromachi period (15th century), including buildings with posts driven into
postholes, wells, crude buildings called board-and-batten buildings, and garbage pits.

The sites and buildings found on the west side of Wakamiya-0ji Street, dating from the mid-Kamakura
period onward, are generally positioned parallel or perpendicular to the street, but at this survey site, a
group of buildings with a different axial direction were found. There used to be a theory that Wakamiya-
Oji Street in Kamakura was comparable to Suzaku-Oji Street in Kyoto, and that Kyoto’s Jobo (grid)
system had been introduced into Kamakura. However, recent excavation results increasingly contradict
this theory, and the findings at this site also support the more recent interpretation.

Also noteworthy is the discovery of a collection of tools used in lacquer ecrafting from a stratum
dating from the late Kamakura period. Although the relationship of these tools to the buildings was not
clear, we can surmise that a lacquerware production site was located nearby.

3. Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (1086, Omachi 1.Chome)

The survey site is located at Omachi 1-Chome in Kamakura City, approximately 70 m south of the
Ebisudo Bridge, facing the west side of Komachi-Oji Street. The survey revealed a half-underground
warehouse and a well in good condition on living surfaces dating from the late Kamakura period {late
13th - early 14th century).

Medieval half-underground warehouses were built in a style known as pit buildings, in which a pit was
dug to a depth of 1 to 2 meters below the ground, and the building was constructed from the bottom
of the pit. Although little is known about the above-ground section of the building, it is presumed, as
viewed from the surface, that the building was a half-underground building, semi-buried in the earth.
The survey revealed that pit buildings were rebuilt several times in the same location, and that the
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wooden structure of the pit building was rebuilt into a larger one, which was further changed to one
with hewn tuff stone laid on the bottom. It is presumed that the building became stronger and larger
over time.

Previous studies have indicated the existence of a small boat loading area near the Ebisudo Bridge,
and it is possible that this survey site, which is close to this loading area and faces Komachi-Oji Street,
was a distribution center.

4. Hojo Tokifusa / Akitoki Tei-Ato Site (261, Yukinoshita 1-Chome)

The survey site faces the east side of what is now Komachi-Dori Street, in the vicinity of Kurogane
Well. This survey uncovered layers of living surfaces from the early Kamakura period to the Edo
period.

The area around the survey site is within the estimated range of samurai residences that existed
during the Kamakura period, but what was found on this occasion was a number of crude, small-scale
buildings. These buildings are pi d to have been the quarters of attendants who served the samurai
family or work sheds and kitchens within the residences, and located on the “back side” of the samurai
residences. Thus, they were distinct from the samurai residences’ main houses and guest houses.

However, the excavated artifacts, which included a gilt bronze water-dropper and a piece of a small
glass bottle, are noteworthy, suggesting that there was a powerful samurai family in the area. In
addition, India-ink drawings and characters remained on some of the building's architectural components.
The India-ink writing was made by several people and then reused as building materials. Although the
content of the drawing is not clear, it includes pictures of an umbrella, a man, and a horse, and may
depict some kind of ceremonial scene. Some of them also appear to be kaou seals, stylized signatures,
and are expected to be deciphered in the future.

5. Amanawa-Jinja-Isekigun Site (236-1, Hase 1-Chome)

The survey site is located near the Kamakura Museum of Literature, an area of wetland between
the dunes on the north side of Yuigahama beach and the hills further north. This survey found living
surfaces from the early modern to the modern period, as well as from the medieval period. From the
layers below the medieval period, clay layers containing ancient pottery fragments and other artifacts
were discovered.

From the early modern to the modern period, a clay pit was found in which burnt tiles and other
materials seemed to be dumped after the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923. From the medieval period,
rows of pillar holes were found aligned in east-west and north-south directions, with the east-west rows
spaced approximately 110 cm apart, and are thought to be the remains of a wall made of posts driven
into postholes.

A large amount of Haji and Sue pottery, mainly from the late 7 th century to the early 8 th century
(Asuka to Nara period), were excavated from the ancient soil layer. Also unearthed were animal hones
used for divination. Given that, on the Miura Peninsula, there are many cases of oracle bones found
together with artifacts associated with fishing activities, we can surmise that people mainly engaged
in fishing lived there. In addition, a gilt bronze rectangular cheek piece, the first example of its kind
excavated in Kanagawa Prefecture, was also uncovered. A cheek piece is a piece of equestrian gear,
making up part of a horse bit. These metal fixtures, attached to each end of the bit held in the horse’s
mouth, connect to the hooks on the ends of the reins. Since in the most previous excavation examples this
kind of artifact have been discovered as burial goods in the tombs of influential people, we can speculate
that such people were present in this area.
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