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SUMMARY

This is the report of the excavations at Daizenno-Kita site, located in lots 543-2,
Ohkanezawa-cho, Chiba-ghi, Chiba prefecture. The Japan Housing and Urban Development
Corporation planned the Chiba South-eastern New Town Housing project in southern
part of Chiba-shi where this site was located. Because of the project, it came to be
destroyed. So for the purpose of leaving the records of archaeological data from the site,
the Chiba Prefecture Center for Cultural Properties carried out the excavations
conducted by the Education Bureau of Chiba Prefecture prior to destruction activities.

The site is situated in a tableland above a tributary of the upper Murata river
‘which flows through the boundery of Chiba-shi and Ichihara-shi. Its elevation is about
50 meters above sea level.

Two seasons of excavations during from December 1 in 1980 to Janualy 31 in
1981 and from November 1 in 1982 to March 31 in 1983 have unearthed about 8800
square meters and uncovered many features and remains in Jomon, Kofun and
Nara-Heian periods.

JOMON ERA

There were recovered many features and remains from three phases, Earliest,
Early and Middle Jomon. On the south-western slope of the tableland, there were
twenty one fire-pits of Earliest Jomon. Some of them cutting each other, they could be
divided into ten groupes (Nos. 32, 33, 35-38, 45, 53, 67, 68). There was few artificial
remains in fire-pits without some Jokonmon (shell-scraped) potsherds from Nos.

33 and 36.

Three pit-houses were uncovered of Early Jomon ( Nos. 31, 32, 52). They were
square in plan ranging in size from 4 to 6 meters on a side. From the No. 52 pit-
house, some quantities of potsherds were unearthed but others contained a few.

All pottery from this phase had characteristics of Kurohama type.

There were uncovered seven pit-houses of Middle Jomon (Nos. 3, 12, 13, 18B,
24, 43, 57) which were round in plan, ranging from 3 to 4 meters in diameter. Each
house had a fireplace in the center of the floor and only No. 13's was swrounded by
fragments of pottery. The pottery from these houses were Kasori E I type.

Other featuers in this era were eight pits (Nos. 14-17, 25, 26, 41, 74) which
could not be dated precisely. Two of them (Nos. 41, 74) were thought to be trap-pits.
KOFUN PERIOD

Two mounds of Kofun were discovered. Both were square in plan, one was 14
meters on a side and another 16 meters. They had so-called ‘horizontal burial stone
chambers' which was popular in this district. Although there were no grave-goods,
they were thought to have been constructed in the second half of 7th century from
the style of burial chamber.

NARA-HEIAN PERIOD

There were three square ditches (Nos. 34, 50, 54) without any facilities.
The nature of these features could not be determined but the date of diggings was clear
fram the jars of Haji pottery in No. 54 that it was the first half of Bth century.

There were uncovered twenty six pit-houses (Nos. 12, 4-9, 11, 18A, 19, 39, 40A,
40B, 42, 44, 46-49, 51, 55, 56, 59A, 59B, 60). All houses were sqare in plan ranging in
size from 2.5 to 4.5 meters on a side. They were equipped with clay oven which were
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located in a niche usualy in the ceter of the north wall, but mostly poorly preserved.
These houses can be divided in two subphases and three groupes within the first half
of 10th century. Twenty pits (Nos. 10, 20, 21, 23, 27-29, 58, 61-66, 69-73, 75) were also
uncovered. The pit No. 73 could be regarded as burials and other small pits might be so.

As mentioned above, it was clear from the investigations that this site had been
occupied or utilized during from Jomon era to Heian period intermittently. Though
large settlements were not formed at any stages, pretty good living conditions seemed
to be continued throughout these periods.
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