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Production Techniques of Wooden Combs of Ancient Japan

OHKUMA Hisataka

This paper attempts to réconstruct the production techniques of wooden combs of ancient Japan. The focus of this
paper is on combs of horizontal type that appeared in the early Kofun period (late third to fourth centuries, A.D.), as
opposed to combs of slender, vertical type that had appeared much earlier. Those of the horizontal type continued be-
ing used till the present day. The comb teeth of the middle Kofun period (fifth century) and after were so fine that the
technique to saw the comb teeth was very advanced even from the present perspective.

In order to reconstruct this advanced technique of the wooden comb production, the author has investigated not only
complete artifacts of combs but also fragmentary artifacts, as well as unfinished product that was discovered at the
Fusuma site in Kusatsu City, Shiga Prefecture. In particular the author has carefully observed minute traces of tools
applied to the comb surface.

The author has gained important insight into a system of the comb production and distribution from ethnographic
fieldwork the author has conducted at Yabuhara, Kiso Village, southwestern Nagano Prefecture where wooden combs
are produced with traditional technigues even now and in Kaizuka City, southern Osaka Prefecture where the largest
number of wooden combs are produced in Japan.

As a result, the production goes through the processes of the acquisition of material {(wood) , shaping, sawing the
teeth, and polishing. It is highly likely that the edge of less than one millimeter was adopted to saws used for the comb
production.

KEYWORDS:

Ancient Japan, wooden craft, comb production.
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A Study of Built-In Earthen Stoves Adopting Ceramic Pots: With Special Reference to the Archae-
logical Di: ies in Sai Prefecture, Northern Neighbor of Tokyo

MATSUMOTO Kétard

This paper clarifies various aspects of built-in earthen stoves adopting ceramic pots from the late Kofun period
(sixth century, A.D.) to the Heian period (794-1185) , discovered in the present Saitama Prefecture. Although Japanese
archacology has a long history of research into stoves, there are few studies on the structure and materials of stoves,
especially buili-in stoves adopting ceramic pots. Therefore, the author has complied all of their archacological discov-
eries in Saitama in order to approach any regional differences, temporal changes, and other aspects.

As a result, the author has found the following:

L Semi-subterranean residences with built-in earthen stove adopting ceramic pots were spatially skewed toward
the northwestern area of the Saitama Prefecture.

2. Built-in carthen stoves adopting ceramic pots appeared in the fifth century, and they reached the peak in the
seventh century.

3 The only locally-produced earthenware pots were adopted to the stoves, and no stoneware was used.

4. Ceramic pots were typically adopted to the part close to the fuel holes of the stoves, which suggests that the
adoption of the ceramic pots was meant not only to reinforce the stoves but also to increase the opening of air inlet.

5. Semi-subterranean residences with built-in stove adopting ceramic pots were typically larger and more spa-
cious than those without, which suggests that in such large residences foods had to be served to more people, and that
the stoves had to be reinforced because of more frequent uses,

KEYWORDS:
Ancient eastern Japan (sixth to eleventh century) , structure of earthen stove, earthenware jar.
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Temporal Changes and the Regional Differences in the Production and Use of Haji Earthenware

Pottery of the Sixth- and Seventh-Centuries, A.D. in the Present Ibaraki Prefecture, Eastern Japan

KONISHI Ryasei

This paper examines temporal change and regional differences in the assemblages of haji-earthenware pottery of the
sixth- and seventh-centuries in the present Ibaraki Prefecture, castern Japan. The author’s study is important because
there are few previous studies on haji-carthenware pottery in this region. First, deep bowls declined toward the end of
the fifth century in the whole regions of Ibaraki. The pottery blage drastically changed at the b ing of the

sixth century as shallow bowls adopting the morphology of sué-stoneware shallow bowls comprised the major portion
of the pottery assemblage. As time passed, the pottery assemblage changed along with the appearance of shallow bowls
with simple rims. Regional differences in the production and use of the Hitachi-type pots became elear in the sixth
century and after. While the morphological change in pedestalled bowls happened very guickly from the fifth to sixth
centuries, the change was very slow from the sixth to seventh centuries. Spatial distribution of the Hitachi-type stcam-
crs was the same as the case of the Hitachi-type pots, While the regional differences in pottery assemblages the author
has found confirms the validity of preceding study by HASEGAWA Atsushi, the author newly recognized the regional
differences in the Hitachi-type pots of the seventh century.

KEYWORDS:
Earthenware pottery, regional difference, eastern Japan, sixth- and seventh-centuries.
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