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FOREWARD

The no. 2 Kitanoyashiki mounded tomb ( kefien ) , is an archaeological site situated on the
southeastern plateau that lies along the right bank of the Naka River in Okushi-cha, in Mito
City's eastern district. Numerous other communal habitation sites and mounded tomb
groups are also to be found scattered around the immediate vicinity of the Kitanoyashiki
kofien, including the Kitanoyashiki habitation site, in a district which has seen the passage

of human activity through many ages, since ancient times.

With the rapid increase in development in recent vears, however, we are presented with
very considerable difficulties in trying to preserve buried cultural properties intact, and Mito

City is therefore endeavouring to protect and preserve these cultural properties, with due

regard for their significance and importance, in accordance with the Cultural Properties

Protection Act and other relevant legislation.

Accordingly, the excavation of the Kitanoyashiki kofun which attended road improvement
works on Tsunezumi municipal road no. 6-0008 was carried out with due consideration for
the protection of cultural properties so as to ensure both adequate prior consultation and

preservation of the archaeological record.

However, in light of the importance of the artifacts unearthed, which included several
human haniwa (unglazed earthenware funerary) figures, only a relatively small number of
which have been excavated throughout the country to date, and because of fears of possible
natural or human destruction of the unexcavated portion of the site in future, a full
examination of the tomb site was deemed necessary from an academic point of view, and
was carried out accordingly. As a result, a ceramic coffin was found in the tomb's burial
chamber, from which it could be inferred that the tomb was that of a high-ranking personage
in the region and thus, as a consequence of the effort made in this excavation to preserve the

archaeological record of the tomb in full, some highly valuable data was obtained.

I sincerely hope that this publication will be widely utilized as an academic research source

and in raising consciousness concerning precious and irreplaceable cultural properties, and,



of course, the protection and preservation of buried cultural properties in future.

In conclusion, I would like to express sincere thanks to all those involved in the Kitanoya-
shiki kofun excavation and in the publication of this report for their dedicated efforts,
beginning with Mr Inoue Yoshivasu, who led the excavation, and to the officers of both the
Cultural Affairs Division of the Ibaraki Prefectural Office of Education and Mito Local
Education Office for their valuable guidance and advice.

FURUHASHI SADAO
Superintendent

Mito City Board of Education
February 1995
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