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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara e (710-784) was an ancient capital

spanning the arcas of the modern cities of Nara and Yamarokoriyama.
Designed afier the Tang Chinese capital of Changan,

it was built with broad and narraw strocts forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate t the south,

to Suzakumon gate, the main entry 1o the palace by Suzaku avenue, 75 merers
wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.

“The population is estimated at approximately 100,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureauciars were held 1o wmk:tdnr Nara palace.
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Greetings

“The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties was es-
blished in 1952 as an affiliated organization of the Commitice for the
Protection of Culrural Properties, a_ predecessor of the Agency for Culrural
Affairs, 10 conduct comprehensive research on cultural properties with
specialists from a varicty of disciplines direcily engaging with actual mate-
rials in the cultural treasure house thar s Nara, for the purpose of making
the results useful for the administration of cultural properties pratection.

When firs esiablished. the Instinute mainly cartied out comprehensive
surveys of the great temples of Ancient Nara, but s the wave of develop-
ment bore down upon the region in conjunction with Japan' high eco-
nomic growth, in response to issues of prescrying the Fujiwara and Heijo
Palace sites dating from the formative period of the ancient stare, surveying
and researching those capitals became its main dury. The Division of Heijo
Pilice Site Investigarions was csrablished in 1963, followsd by the Divi-
sion of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations in 1973, and further, the
Centerfor Archacological Operarions was set up in 1974 to deal with bur-
ied cultural propertics issues stemming from national land develapment,
and the Asuka Historical Museum opened in 1975 based on a Cabiner
decision regarding the preservation of Asuka.

Subscquently, duc to administrative and fiscal reforms, the Institute was
micrged in 2001 with the Tokyo Rescarch Instimre for Culrural Proper-
ties to form the Narional Research Instivute for Cultural Properties, an
Independent Administrative Institution, which further joined with the
national museums in 2007 1o form the National anm-u for Culrural
Heritage, ! structure which

A iicig, cosubichon ok dhi Diepartmenit o Platiulog i Otiosdinss
tion, Cultural Heritage, and Imperial tes Investigations, the Cen-
wr for :\nhmh;jul Operations, the Department of Rescarch Support
and Promotion which serves as its administrative office, and the Asuka
HJs(um.ﬂ Museuim as an exhibiion facliy,the Insitue engages in mul-

yand igations of cultural properties, be-
ginning with the excavations of the Heijo, Asuka, and Fujivara Palace
sites, and rescarch on matters such as the preservation and conservation of
cultural propertics, and heir management and udlization.

The results of these acrivities contribute greardy both dometically and
abroad o cultural propertics rescarch, academic exchanges, and inter-
national assistance, achieving successes in joint research and various ex-
change projects with multiple countries such as China and Korea, o that
the Institute is well known in Japan and inwerationally by its nickname
“Nabunken.

Further, the Institute is actively promoting the development of new
research methods and investigarive wehniques, the maining of culrurl
properties personnel in regional public organizations and rescarchers from
by and the public broadcasting of information related o cultural
propertics.

In addition, along with providing relef for culiural properiics afficrod
by disaster, such as engaging in rescue effors for movable cultural prop-
erties damaged in Jarge-scale caraserophes such as the Geear East Japan
Earthquake and the Kumamoto Earthquakes, or investigating the state of
damage and examining counrermeasures for decorared tombs thar have
suffered serious injury. in collaboration with the Cultural Herirage Disas-
ter Risk Management Center set up in 2020 within the National Institutes
for Cultural Heritage, the Instirute is engaged in cultural properties disas-
wer risk mitgation chorts.

In the future, through multidisciplinary and comprehensive research
an cultral propertics, the & ¢ hopes to help clarify the formative
process and special characteristics of Japanese culrure, and hroadcast do-
mestically and abroad the wonders of our narion's history and traditional
culture. | respectfully ask for everyone’s continuing warm support and co-
operation in this regard

Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes
for Culrural Herirage

Nara National Research Institure for Culrural Properties
MOTONAKA Makoto, Director
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Instirute for Cultural Properties is

tion committed to comprehensive research on cultural
5 an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” (southern

an organ
heritage.
capital), and because a wealth of ancient architecture and histori-

cal warks of art survives, rescarching these materials in compre-
hensive fashion was the reason for the Instiutes establishment.,
Since the question of the Nara palace site’s preservation rose up
in the mid-1950', the Instirure has advanced full-scale excava-
tion and research ar both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara palace

d

crs,

The results of these efforts have been utilized both domesti-
cally and incetnationally in rescarch and in academic exchanges
regarding the development of ancient capitals. Also, tochniques
flar preservation, reconstruction, and prescnmation, developed by
the Insticute for the conservation of precious cultural propertics,
have been urilized for sites and artifacts throughour Japan and
across the world. Circulating information about the resules of our

research and investigarions, and putting them on public display ar

the Nara Palace Site Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum,
are vital tasks for the Institute,

Damage w0 cultural properties has been rapidly increasing in
recent years duc to large-scale disasters such as the Grear Eastc

Japan Earthquake, storm-induced flooding in the Kii peninsula,
i

and the 2016 K hquakes. The Institute is !
Iy taking active relief measures for cultural properties aflicted by
natural disasters, such as the rescue of damaged moveable cultural
propertics, and surveys of che extent of harm and considerations
of countermeasures for sites such as tombs with decorated cham-
bers thar have suffered severe damage to their mounds and sione

chambers, and are at risk of collapse.
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Conducting comprshensive
cultural heritage research

= )::} &tz
WEITEDT
Mﬁﬁﬁ Giving new life

to ancient remains

Presentation



Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ@f‘ﬁﬁ Organization of the Institute

WIATRGEA B ER N
E Independent Administative InsBtubion
Natanal Insbiules for Cullural Herilage

—— *BEER

Natonal Instintes for Cultural
Heritage Secretariat

 — SR ET R

Tokyo National Museum

— REBE I R

Kyoto National Museum

 — % FREE YR

Nara National Musaum

b TMETI ISR

Kyushu Nationai Muscum

— R, MM

National Research Institute for
Cuitural Propertias, Tokyo

— (:) R
Mara National Research Institute for
Cultural Froperties

— ﬁ PITATRBECARTA LY Y-
¥y inwmational Research Centra for
=SS infangible Gullural Herflage

in the Asia-Pacific Ragion




E&E_% Staff 3T 11 A BHE

RN r o
PYYIAbT20—
ERERBERE HR EENE A
TEFRA DHEE (68 W
TYYIArT10~
BRGEE R
EERA

TYYIAFT720- REL
WHERRR AR

wan
FREEEIN- =8 WA
FRaEEEM=ARE R
FHEEEREAE =&

A
FYYIAPTEO—
FReANFRE R n
TYYIA 70—
FHFRA (TR

R - B &S R R
A - ISR E S M_FRE =&

AR
PYYIAFTTO-
MR- BFEEETR=FRE E& HiIw Ll
FYYIATIO-
RN - BNSEEHFRE =5

N - BEeCANFRE

R
EERRA AR -BENE)

BORERPRRE e
wa PUYTArTIO~
WSS FHRE
ERTRRE
A - MR " o o

) 7
WERRM 1

HREmN




SROCIEMRFRATIE, SCALrr o b o Sk £
EEARCHBET Lt oMNAEEME L
BEd, KWL
WA STy

ki -

FLL EME T e e L
Tl R Rt R 19734424
B EET MRS ThThER SN L

Fzo 1973542 LEAR Y IR 17 N2 PO 3 2 Bl o) Bl 3
O—RELT, 90FEDBREEIZL EFnT
MRBFRMAR RSN E L2, T 19749
ESERRTES {6 Ml a7 SR (AT T O 0 aY
Jin—-2k LT, ML v 5 — A5 s
nFLi

ZOH, HITOTRYS, BoffofTBd
HEHzh O &, HITIZIRT SRR b Ha
BB A SOIEST B B O I 37 SR g
7 & 2% B Y S LM R T 0 2 o R R M
200147 4 Fic#etr L. BT sk A e ff2en
LR ELA, 3612, 200746 4 HIZIZ807TE
PNE AL L= e BN 1 A TN L e (4
R E D, BRI IEE o RMO—
okhELA

%5, 20204F LZI2E] LM BERE A SRR L L
R AR AL B ¥ — YL R AR SR
FIMIZRER 2, Bl > & — & LT LIy
FDl O HAL BHTWET

History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properics. the prede-
cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view
to conducting research on cultural properties. At the time of its
inception, the Instirute was composed three research divisions,
specializing in art, architecrure, and history, as well as a General
Affairs Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the

ace site led to the inception of the Division of Heijo

e Investigations in 1963, In 1973, the Division of the
Asukal/Fuj
1973, the Asuka Historical Museum was established, prompted

ynis was established, and in

Palace Site Investiga

by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as part of the government's
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka area, In or-
der 10 help meet the demand for rescuc excavations conducted by
local governments, the Center for Archaeological Operations was
established in 1974 to train local excavarars and provide advices
10 local authoriries.

As part of the Japanese Government's reform ini

na-
tional research institutes belonging to government ministries
the
and
National Cultural Properties Research Institure were

and agencies are undergoing reorganization. Consequentl
National Research Institure for Cultural Propertics, Toky
the N

integrated and reorganized as branches of the Independent Ad-

ministrat

e Institution in April 2001. Further, in April 2007, the
Nara National Research Instirute for Cultural Properties became
one unit of the Independent Administrative Instirution National
Institute for Cultural Heritage, created through a merger with
the Independent Administrative Institution, National Museums.

In addition, the Institute houses the administrative office of
the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center, estab-
lished in 2020 as an organizational part of the National Insti-

tutes for Cultural Heritage, and the Institute is collaborating with
the Center in dealing with issucs of disasters threatening culwural

properties.
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W April 1952
The lnsrs blish
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, with a General AF-
fuirs Division, Historical Research Division, Architeceure Research Di
vision, and Art Research Division, at 50 Kasugana-cho, Nara.

d as an auiliary of the National

W1954F “EEHI29EET B
0% BT S AR W FET & B

W July 1954
The Institure was officially named the Nara National Culwral Properties
Rescarch Institure.

W1960 £ FEHIBEI0R
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W October 1960
The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the former
Nara palace sice in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara,

W19E35F - ERAIIBEA T
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B April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigarions was established.

W1968 £ - FEHI43E6R
AL AR e Lo BRME &5

W June 1968
The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the Instieuce under
its conrrol.

W1970F “BEHI45E AR
TE9R B T % IR

M April 1970

The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

e mwsaﬁ
Fo

W April 1873

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Sire Investigarions and the Asu-
ka Historical Mu blished. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also established.

um were e
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W April 1974
The Deparment of General Affairs and the Center for

Archacological Operacions were established.

W19755 - [EHI50EIR
2 ELOL 7 B0 L1 R 1 ARG W 2 (R

WMarch 1975
The Asuka Historical Museurn opened ar Okuyama, in the village of
Asuka, Nara prefecrure.
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W April 1980
The Art Research Division transferred 1o the Research Center for Bud-
dhvise Are, of the Nara National Museum.
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W April 1880
“The Institute relocated o Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of Heijo Palace
Site Investigations and the Center for Archacological Operations were
integrared into the Institute.
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WAugust 1988

A new headquarers building was buile for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations ar 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara
prefecture.

W2001 g 135F 4R

BATBGEASCIER R AR OCTEMERERT L 4 2

B April 2001
The National Research Insdiure for Cultural Properties, Nara, was
granted the status of independent administraive institution,

W20076F AL 19648
B ATE A R PR

nh

% FL AR T 27 &

W April 2007
It became the Independent Administrative Insticurion National Insti-
tute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Institue for Cul-
tural Properties.

W2018FF FRE0FEER
T G LR T

W June 2018
“The ceremany was held for the completion of the Instinure’s main officc
building.

W20205 - SH2E0AR
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mOctober 2020

The administrative office of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk
1 Center, an organizational part of the National Insti-

tuites for Cultural Heritage, was st up wichin the Insticute.
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Planning and Coordination Section: Editing NABUNKEN RONSO |Papers

of Nara National Resaarch Institute for Cultural Propertias]

Y X

Department of Planning and Coordination

The Deparement of Planning and Coordination is responsible

for the comprehensive planning and coordination of rescarch-re-
lated projecrs conducted by the Nara National Rescarch Institute
for Cultural Properties, and for promoting public urilization of
the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemina-
tion of informarion as a narional cenrer for research related ro

cultural properties conservation, and provides expert cooperati
and advice to national and regional public institutions whil
ch projects with them. The copers

coordinating joint re ion

furnished in the operation of the Agency for Culrural Affair's proj-

ect for preserving and utilizing the murals of the Takamatsuzuka
and Kitora tambs, as well as for the Nara Palace Sie Historical

Parks guidance facility, Hei n, which was opened
in March 2018 by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism, is one good example.

For the execution of these projects, the Department has five

Sections, with the following duties divided among them.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the phinning and coordination of training programs dirccted at

employees of regional public institutions, thereby link

Institute’s rescarch results with improvements in the level of ar-
chacological excavations and cultural properties. conservation
conducted by regional governments and other organizations
throughout the nation.

The Dara and Informarion Section maintains and enhances the
Institure’s d
data and mare:

ase system, and gathers, ma
Ji relatid 10 eultural propect
tion of the Institure,

wains, and provides
s. It s also promot-

ng joint research with China and Korea, the
Incernational Cooperadion Section operates and manages aca-

demic exchanges, technical training, and cooperation with other

forei 5, beginning with Cambuodia and Kazakhstan,
‘The Exhibition Section distibutes the results of Institute re-
search 10 the public and artemprs new methods of exhibition,

principally through enriching the exhibitions at facilities such as

count

the Nara Palace Site Museum.
The Phorography Section is involved in the production, man-
agement, and development of new technalogy for photographs

related o cultural properies.

SACRAIREEISE | L <fFRIL o B BCARmMERY — Ly b
Data and Information Section: Newly created multilingual
pamphiets about mokkan
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International Cooperation Section: Restoration work al Western Prasat Tap, Angkor site group, Cambodia
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Exhibition Section: Investigation regarding visitors io tha Nara Palace Site
Musaum
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Archirectural History, the Culrural
Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Section, through-
out which it conducts specialized and comprehensive research

with regard o cultural materials such as historical documents
and other written maerials, historical and traditional buildings,
cultural landscapes, and archacological and historical sires plus
gardens,

‘The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research of
historical documents such as books and other written marerials.

f graphic records are

For historical doc

being made at Kofukuj
Nara and around the Kinki region, and it promotes the publica-

tion of the works. For other written materials, items such as draw-
ings and woodblock carving are also investigated.

The Architecrural History Section conducts research on archi-
tecrural heritages through investigations of various types of extant
strucrures as well as through analyses of archacological fearures,
and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related to ar-
chitectural cultural properties and groups of historic buildings.
The results of these activiti

s are applied to conservation and

restoration of architeccural cultural heritages in the country and

the cooperative work for the reconstruction of the Former Im-

perial Audience Hall compound ar the Nara palace site, as well
research for of arct

as coop I heritages
overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-
landscapes under the system established for
their protection in 2004, collects and organizes information on

search on cull

cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic and foreign
ficlds of view, and through concrete examples of investigations,
conducts collaborative research concerning conservation policy
for cultural landscapes such as the devising of master plans.

Sites Management Rescarch Section conducts rescarch on

ment system for proper conservation of a va
archaeolagical and historic sites. It promotes utilization of infor-
mation by publication and making database of research marerials
related to site management activities carried out throughout the
country, and also utilizes this information and experience in pro-
viding cooperation to local governments engaged in sitc manage-
ment. It also carries out investigation for the history of Japanese
gardens and for conservation and restoration of the historic gar-
ders. For the purposes, it organizes and publicizes the darabase of
archacologically excavaed garden
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijd)

The Department nl’impcri.\l Palace Sites Investigations (Heijo)
is engaged in clarifying the remains of the Nara capital site, Ja-

ighth century capial. Among its activities, the scientific in-
vestigation continually conducted for more than half a century of
the Nara palace site, a designated Special Historic Site (inscribed
on the UNESCO World Heritage Li
erties among the Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara), is truly a
cultural project in which Japan can take pride.

oneof the culrural prop-

‘The Nara palace is an area set on the norchern edge of the Nara
capital and enclosed by a tamped-earth wall, where the imperial
residence, areas for the conduct of the business and rites of state
(the Imperial Audience Hall and State Halls Compounds), and
government office complexes were gathered. A square roughly
one kilometer on a side, with the northern three-quarters of the
eastern side extending an additional 250 meters or so to the cast,

it had an unusual shape without parallel at other ancient capitals.

Nara was the second ancient capiral following Fujiwara ro be
builr along a planned city grid, and from the rransfer to Nara in
710 until the move to Nagaoka in 784, it 9h1|¢|iu||c‘l<|-:r!\;-c.qn‘(.al

&
for nearly 75 yeass, This was the period of the establishment and

n of the ancient Japanese state based on a formal-
em of central authority. The capital moved to Heian in
794, and following a failed arrempr by Retired Emperor Heizei
1 return the capiral to Nara early in the ninth century, the Nara
palace and capital gradually transformed into rice paddy. With
the exception of its former easternmost section Nara no longer
continued to exist as a ciry, and traces of the ancient capiral were
preserved underground in good condition.

During excavation, physical traces left exched in the ground by
former daily activities (“features”) and utilized items (“artifaces”)
ate found in great numbers. Roof tiles and pottery, wooden im-
plements, coins and other metal produces are among representa-
tive examples. Wooden tablets for writing (mokkan) in particular
are chasacteristic artifacts of the Nara capital. Their numbers ex-
ceed 200,000 items, and one portion is designared as the Na-
tional Treasure “ Mokkan Excavared ar the Heijé Palace.” The
palace is rruly a treasure wove of arcifacts rivaling the Shosdin

Repository (the imperial treasure house), and is accordingly called
a “subterranean Shosoin.”

Processing and analyzing these ardfacts and features, extracting
the maximum amount of data and making it public, and prescrv-
ing the materials in good condition while converting the Nara
palace remains into a historic site for valuable public use, consti-
ture important duties for the Department alongside archacologi-
cal excavation, In addition, the Department is expected to func-
tion as a base of research for historic archaeology relared to eighth
century Japan.
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Investigation in the eastern office sector of the Nara palace: The main north-south drainage ditch, and an earihen wall and other lealures aligned wath it, were

—¥it AFORBRE | SIERNCMERE (WH5),
igation of the ballry of Kolukuji temple: The podium and pillar base E 2 irst Ward on Third Street, Nara capital
ones sunived in good condition (rom the northaast) Embedded-pillar buildings and a fance were detected (from tha sast)
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Padium of the Main Hall with a surrounding pavement of roof fies,
Yamadadera temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from

the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the historic set-

ting for the emergence of the a

cient Japanese state, and served

as the polidcal, economic, and cultural center from the end of
the sixth to the first part of the cighth centurics, Accordingly, 1
variety of archacological remains lie dormant beneath the ground,
including imperial palaces and the residences of elite families, the
sites of numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest clois-
tered Buddhist emple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, the
earthen podium of a water clock, anda workshop complex for the
production craft items. Also, in the northern half of this region
lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a rectangular grid spreading out
five kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace,
located in the center of the capiral and containing the emperor's
residence, along with halls where ceremonies of state were con-
ducted.

Through the excavarion of these sites, interdisciplinary investi-
gations are conducted by the Diepartment wich the aim of recon-

structing a concrete histol ige of the ancient state, In addi-
tion to making these results publically available through public
viewings at excavations, publication of research resules, exhibi-
tions at its main facility, the Deparumenc is also in charge of the

preservation of these sites and urilization for the public benefir.

WBSRE - PEE WTE
Reconstructed plan of the eastern cloister and main hall, Yamadadera
temple
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Excavation south of Daikan Daiji temple. It was revealed that a balt of

wetland was developed in the seventh century, and at tha and of the

cantury multiple buildings were erscied (from the was)
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Center for Archaeological Operations

Along with conducting practical research regarding investigative
methods for buried cultural praperties, the Center for Archacological
Operations engages in spreading the latest technology through trin-
ing, and provides advice and cooperation, with the aim of promoting
the protection of cultural propertics.

The Conservation Science Section carries out investigations and
research regarding the preservation of artifacts, fearures, and struc-
tures, and in particular it develaps practical methods ranging from
the investigation of the marerial and strucrure of excavared items 1o
techniques for their preservation and restoration. Also,
conducting basic research on the mechanisms of degradation of ma-

serials comprising archacological features, it is carrying out practical
research aimed at site preservation through environmental controls
that inhibit the progress of dereriaration.

The Environmental Aschacology Section carrics out investigations
and research aimed at establishing research methodologies regarding
the reconstrucion of past environments, In particular, it is mainly
engaged in research for reconstmucting ancient enviranments based
on examinations of Aol and faunal remains, and for darifying the
history of human urilization of those plant and animal mareriaks. In
addition, it continues to carry out the collecting, and making pub-
licly accessible, of modern-day specimens that are the basis of envi-
ronmental archacological rescarch.

The Dating Section conducts rescarch on the application of den-
drochronology to the fiedds of archacology, history, and the histories
of art and archirecture, In addition ro the dendrochronological dar-
ing of culrural marerials made of wood, it is carrying our research
for applications of one research method in dendrochronology, the
technique of inferring whether separate artifacts were sourced from
the same specimen, 10 the handling and analysis of wooden products
recovered from archacological sites.

“The Archaeological Research Methodology Section compiles and
makes publicly accessible the Archacological Site Database, and con-
duats rescarch on the rechnology for investigating cultural properties
a5 well as for the surveying and praspection of archaeological sites,
in arder to enhance the quality of site investigarion and research,
and the efficiency of archaeological excavarion, throughout Japan.
Additionally, as a new project from the 2014 fiscal year on, it has
b:rn engaged in the collection of disaster-related geological data for

I pilation of a daabase of waces of

ygical sites and the
past disasters, and is currently working towards making these data
publidy accessible.

T addition, the Center is publishing the latest research topics and
resultsin periodic fashion through the CAQ NEVS.
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a muscum with a historical focus, which was established
in 1973 and opened in 1975 ar Okuyama in the village of Asuka,
based on a Cabinet decision made in conjuncrion with special legisla-
tive measures aimed ar preserving the historic features of the Asuka
region. The Asuka period and region are the objects of s exhibits,
centering on the resuls of investigs
within the Asuka area. In addition to the regular displays there are
exhibitions held four times yearly, and public lectures and so forth
have also been held.

‘The regular displays are set up in Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Currendly,
displ in Exhibit Hall 1 on the themes of palaces,
stone objects, mounded tombs, temples, plus the Soga clan, in order
to promore knowledge of the history of the Asuka period. Beginning
with artifacts recovered from the remains of Asukadera, the remple
which symbolizes the start of the Buddhist period, there are displays
of pattery found through excavarion at Amakashi-no-Oka, and of
changes in palaces which have become clear through excavarions, and
a model of the features of the Mizuochi site, well known as the locus
of a water dlock accompanying the palace, plus a model reconstruc-
tion of the water clock itself. For stone objects, along with a stone
carving with male and female images and a stone representarion of
M. Sumeru, both Important Cultural Propertics, displayed within
the museum, there are replicas of stones in the shape of a torroise and
monkeys, plus the tortoise-shaped stone basin recovered from the
Sakafuncishi site, placed in the muscumis garden to recreate the at-
mosphere of the time. For mounded rombs, artifacts recovered from
the Takamatsuzuka tomb are exhibired, along with life-size replicas
of the murals of the Kitora tomb on ceramic plates, and a display of
high-definition scanned images of the Takamasuzuka murals.

Exhibit Hall 2 displays materials recovered from the Yamadadera
temple site, which have been designated as Important Cuoural Prop-
erties, centering on a using recovered arch
members of the casten corridor of the temple’s closter.

In the lower level, a full-scale model of the stone
Takamatsuzuka tomb, and the acrual jigs used in its dism:
exhibited.

In the 2020 fiscal year, as part of the measures against the novel
cotonavirus pandemic, the museum was temporarily closed from
April 1-May 31. In addition, the numbers and dates of special exhib-
irs were adjusted, with the Special Exhibir “Asukas Culrure of Stane
Objects and Stone Masons,” the Autumn Planned Exhibic “Eleventh
Photo Conrest: The Festivals of Asuka,” and the Winrer Planned Ex-
hibit "Archacology in Asuka 2020” being held. In the museums gar-
den a fullscale stone replica of the rorroise-shaped stone basin from
the Sakafuneishi site was newly displayed

In addition ro the above, the museum's appeal is being enhanced
with effores such as the provision of original products and the enrich-
ment of its wehsite,

Additionally, asa project entrusted it by the Agency for Cultusal
in relation to the conservation and management facilities for
:hL itora tumulus murals (wichin the Asuka Historical National
Governmene I the Asuka Historical Museum is conducring the
daily adming and operations, and projects related to the pub-
lic display of the murals. In the 2020 fiscal year, while the facility
was temporarily closed from April 1-June 14 as part of the mea-
sures against the novel coronavirus pandemic, the sisteenth through
cighteenth public display events were held for a total of three such
occasions, and in periods when the murals were not open to the pub-
lic the exhibit rooms were accessible, and plancarium events, the
fashioning and distribution of postcards commemorating the desig-
nation of the murals as Japan Astronomical Heritage, and improve-
ments to its website were carried out.
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Nara Palace Site Museum

“The Nara Palace Site Museum opened in 1970, in the northwest portion
of the palace precinct (at the site of the ancicnt Imperial Stable Burcau), as
the public eshibit faciliry for the palace site. Afier twice undergoing subsc-
quent renovation, in April 2010 the interior décor and exhibirs saw 4 toual
renewal in conjunction with the celebration of the 1300th anniversary of
the move 10 the Nara capital. Along wich being a facility for the public
exhibition and display of results of the Institure’s excavations and research,
the renovated Museum serves s entryway for access to the palace site from
the direction of Yamaro Saidaiji station on the Kintetsu line.

Inside the Museum arc seven moms of permanent exhibits, and one
for special exhibits. At the Inforniation and Guidance Coner are intro-
dusctions of the outlines of the Nara capital and palace, along with a scale
modl showing the process from archacological investigation to site prepa-
ration, At the Government Office/Palace Reconstruction Cormers are life
sized dioramas and images recreating the interiors of the imperial domi-
cile and government offices locared in the pabice precinet. In addition 1o
displaying under various themes the iremss recovered in crcivations at the
Nara palace and capital sites, the Recovered Anifacts Carner explains the
reseitch of the Depantment of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations. In the
Archacology Cormer, the reseatch activities of various sections of the Cen-
ter for Archacological Operations are introduced, making for plessurble
lcarning about the links between science and cultural propertics. In the
Models Display Comer are exhibits where one can trace the changes of the
Lecture Hall ar Toshadaiji temple (which was the Eastern State Assembly
Hall rransferred from the Nara palace], a conjecrural reconstruction of the
Imperial throne in the Nara period, along with carved wooden dolk that
are a craditional craft product of Nara. Also, the multlingualization of the
exhibits is proceeding, and computer graphic reconstructions of the Nara
palace and capital are newly projected in vasious languiges on karge screns
at oo locations within the muscum,

In the 2020 fiscal year, being gready influcnced by the spread of the
nove coronavirus pandemic,the museum vas forced into prolonged rem-
porary dlosures and interruptions of its hands-on displays. In the midst
of such conditions, the Special Exhibit "An Ancient Prayer: Dispel the

idem Planned Exhibit “Archacology of the Capital in

5 2019/An Ancient Prager: Dispel the Epidem-
he Autumn Special Exhibit “A Subtcrrancan Treasure House: The
Prince Nagaya Mansion Mobkar, an Imporant Culural Properey” and
the Spring Mini Exhibit “Oxen ar the Nara Capiral” were held. Also, the

posting of videos relared ro the exhibis was started, with five videos up-
loaded to the Instirute’s “Nabunken Channe” on YouTube.
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FTEHOHW (201BEIATR)
Exterior view of the offica building (completed March 2018)

Department of Research Support and
Promotion

The Department of Research Support and Promotion has been
put together as a managerial organization 1w conducr the opera-

tions of the Institute, and enable each research division to realize

the positive and morivared performance of its distinctive investi-
Comprised of the Administrarive,

nd Rescarch Support Divisions, it car-

gative and research act

Collaborative Promotion,

ties out the viral funcrion of promating in smooth and positive
fashion the rasks of investigative research, training, exhibition,
and public presentation, etc., on the basis of firm links with each

research division and center.

‘The Department's duties consist of the management of the
administration and day-to-day operations of the Instituce, of
evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ects, which in concrete terms includes the managerial accounting,
general affairs, and publicity for projects conducted with govern-

ment subsidies for management, rescarch grants, and diverse
sy for Culrural Affiirs, the Minis-

try of Land, Infrastructure, Transpore and Tourism, plus regional

i addition, the building

governments, shrines, and temples, erc

ation mea-

gineering and maintenance work and disaster prev

sures for various facilities including the Heijo and Fujiwara office
buildings, the Nara Palace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical
Museum; che intemational cooperaive work for cultural heritage

preservation in China, Korea, Cambodia and other Asian coun-
tries; and the logistics of specialist training for cultural propertics
personnel of regional governments and ather organizatians,

At present, the Department conducts the spring and aurumn
public lecrures for broadcasting the results of the Institure’s inves-
tigations and research, the Tokyo lecture, the publication of those
research results and the dissemination of information through the
Institute’s website, and the management etc. of the volunteers
who provide explanations ac the Imperial Audience Hall, Suzaku
d the Nara Palace Site Museum of
Palace.

Gare, East Palace Garder
Histo

the Specis
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12th Tokyo Public Lecture:

EEMERERYE (FHNE26X 20204 8H 2
On-site presentation {investigation af the bellry and Easl Main Hall compound of Kdfukuji temple, Heifd Excavalion No. 625, Seplember
28, 2020)

FRERHEGEEORENECERY (THRE21N 2021828 17H)
Prass brisfing for an excavation (Invastigation in the asiem office sector of the Nara palaca, Heijs Excavation No. 621, February 17
2021)
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Research and Protection
of Cultural Properties and Heritage

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properdes pro-
motes a variety of international exchange and cooperative projects
including joint research, exchanges of specialists, technical training,

and restoration and prescrvation projects, and also provides assis-

tance in programs of international cooperation conducted by other
onganizations stch as the Tokyo National Research Inseitute for Cul-
tural Properties and the Asia/Pacific Culrural Centre for UNESCO
{ACCU), The numbcr of foreign rescarch institutes with which ich
concluded official writcen agreements stands at 21,

“The main projects which the Institute is currently conducting as
the principal agent are the following: (1) a joint investigation with
the Instirure of Archeology, Chinese Academy of Social

the ancient urban site of the Northern Wei capital Luoyang; (2) a

iences of

join investigarion with the Archacological Institute of Henan Prov-
China, of the Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sives in the city of Gyongyis
(3) a joine investigation with the Archacological Instiruee of Lizoning
Province relared to the culture of the Former, Later, and Northern

inc

Yan, beginning with artifacts from the Lamadong cemetery; (4) com-
parative research on the formation and processes of development of
ancient Japanese and Korean culture, and exchange of pesonnel on
excavation sites, with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Korea; (5) investigative research and presenvation projects
with APSARA (Authority for the Protection and Management of
Angkorand the Region of Siem Reap) on the Angkar archacological
site group and the Western Top site, plus personnel develapment; (6)
252 core exchange project entrusted to the Instirute by the Agency
for Cultural Affairs, acrivity conducted rogether with the National
Museum of the Republi
chacological rechnology in
researching artificts recovered from excavadons: (7) joint research
with England’s Sainsbury Institute for the Sudy of Japanese Arts
and Cultures relating wo the dissemination abroad of information

Kazakhstan aimed at the wransfer of ar-
areas such as methods of processing and

on Japanese archacology; (8) research exchanges on characrer image
tems, etc., with Taiwans Institute of History and Philology;

In addirion o rhc above, the Institute is engaged in activities of
international organizations such as UNESCO and in the accumula-
tion of information and materials related to cultural heritage, and is
participating in a variety of international conferences for specialists,
along with providing cooperation for projects in international rela-
tions conducted by the Tokyo National Research Instimure for Cul-
tural Properties and other units of the National Institutes for Cultuml
Herirage. Further, researchers from every section of the Institute arc
advancing a varicry of rescarch activities in multiple foreign countrics.
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Restoration work proceeds at the Central Shrine of Western Prasat Top, in the Angkor site group, Cambodia

2
PEAREINESHRREORERAORRD
REMAREENAERSE)
Gyongyi Huangzhi Kiin Sites Excavation Report,
the result of joint fesaarch with the Archasological
Institute of Henan Province, China

HYIAF ACBU DESHDOEE - 28 - FFCHT D
HRBEEENE LRt RRROT /5 1 itk
Online Iraining in Kazakhstan, a cora exchanga project aimed at the transtar of technology
related 1o the invastigation, documentation, and preservation of archaeclogical artifacts

XM EEET MR L ORBRAORRD
BHEERERN] (BFER 8£U W@BEX
{EHEREV ] (WEEE
Japanesa and Korean language varsions of the
fourth anthology on Korsan/Japanesa cultural
properties, the result of joint research with the.
National Rasearch Instituts for Cultural Praperties,
Korea
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

The Tnstitute publicly displays its research and survey results
through the Asuka Historical Muscum, the Nara Palace Site Mu-
seum, and the Exhibition Room of Fujiiwara Palace Sice.

Every spring and autuma, the Institute also organizes public

lectures in which i
tigatio
in Tokyo as well. In addition, the Asuka Historical Museum also

researchers present the results of their inves-

and surveys, and once yearly a public lecrure is also held

holds events and specialists, from both within the Institute

and from the outside, 1 give lectures in association with special
exhibitions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of Imperi-
al Palace Sites Investigations prescnts public site viewings (guided
visits) for those interested in ancient history.

Publications issued by the Institute making these rescarch and

survey results publicly available include its academic journals,

annual reports, compendia of historic materials and other basic
dara, anthologies of miscellaneous papers, illusrared guides and
catalogs of exhibitions, and newslerters from the Institute and
from the Center for Archacological Operations.
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Website of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

‘The Wiebsite provides information on public events such as ex-
hibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information about
the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forch,
of informarion about cul-

In addition to providing a v
tural properties, through 30 daabases and other materials such
as high definiion digiral images, cfforts are being made ar widely
circulating the Instirure’s rescarch results, through full access to
4 portion of its publications placed in a research information re-

pository

RELMEHAROH LLR—LA—
AT—h73 VEHBLELR.

The Institutes’s new home page is adapted to
smariphones.




%EY‘[EMEH%FH 2KF_I: % Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

630-8577 FEREBM_FHI"_TEO® 1S Tel0742-30-6733 / Fax.0742-:30-6730
2-8-1 Nijo-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

FRXEHARMETS WRDS
Headquariers Bullding

ETR/IRTPESOF (2018) KRELELE, TTRFEEDS
EPRICH< EEMOERCSLDFT. BBCATOREMET.
o Z L g Uikt TORFE

B, BROBERESETHTVET,

The Headquarters Building was completed in 2018. The sita is
diractly in front of Saeki Gate. which opans at the center of tha
westren side of the Nara palace. In the excavation precading
construclion,as features of tha Nara capital street system and an
older watarcoursa were discovared, siops wara taken for thair
praservation and making thelr locations on the ground surlaca,

T =E R EE Z DEI

Nara Palace Site Museum and other facilities

Fraociur road B T oute
aasH FRE — -

TS AEES R AEDS
Nara Palace Site Museum, Storage facilties

THEDARE NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM

BrE Exhibition room
L Auditorium
R Small audstorum
3 RE STORAGE MNo.3

2 SECOND FLOOR
ek | Consarvation Science laboratory
AEEEE Woaden implemants processing
tERRE Earthenware processing
EaEe Rool tiles processing

L FIRST FLOOR
Wi Sacurity room

c y e
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ﬂﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬂ (ﬁ% y @ﬁﬂﬂz) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0026 FERAEFENAZFES4-1 Tel0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City, Nara Prefecture 634-0025 Japan

—

BRI-ESKD REe

AERENEE (RS- BRGE) T8 WEDS
Department of Imperial Palace Siles Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

L e et o
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ﬂf%ﬁﬂﬁg Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 ERRBHHASEHAIL60] Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

RREAEE LS
Asuka Historical Museum

£ ‘Basement fioar

WHETE  Special Exhibition Acom

LR Library " 0 W ®» @ e
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Department of Planning and

Coordination

XibEES

Department of Cultural Herltage
ERISEIRAATEEAR (EkithEE)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Haijo)

BExibitr5—
Center for Archaeological

Operations
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#¥ 5. O L SRS R
HERT B A LI RSO RN
HIERUEL. M RAETHES 5,
Excavates the Nara palace and capital
stes of the cighth century; investigates
original historic sources and architecrural |
historys gives advices to local authoridies (Y
in charge of cxcavations: tmains local i
archacologists. |

BEME  Fuwara Area
HEREFES (AR - BREX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations{Asuka/Fuilwara)

6+ 7 HEADDFTRE AT SF B O
BEREMNEY 5.

Excavates the sitcs of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other

parts of the capical of the sixth and
seventh centuries,
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Asuka Histarical Museum
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Exhibits archacological discoverics of

the sixth and seventh centuries in the
Asuka arca.

Asuka Area
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EE:‘?TEEE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site




Eﬁiéﬂiﬁ Chronological Table

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Raelocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
EEESVRIDPe HEHBOXKS0e

Taihg code put into effect

KHBEVEM DR

Fujiwara bacomes the capital of Japan

e L B e b o

Emprass Zotienwuhou of Tang enthronad
BUBEKELEAES e

AsukaKiyomihara Code snacted

RERBEFYEN D@

Compilation of the Ritsurys legal code and oflicial istoric chronicles bagins
BPVEHSBRNEDS0

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula
RHAFEHBLE | be

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace
HECHUE N MKEKHARERBENINES e
First census register compiled

BORMILE (BKEHE) wOve

United force of Japan and Paakcha losas to the Tang army at Hakusonko
m# - [OHEEdE ORHVEURCe

Talka Reform declared

KBRS HWHR

Princa Nakane Oa assassinates Soga no ruka
FKEMNORER<ENEEDe (NDSR)
Canstruction of Yamadadera temple bagins
JEFY v ORL0

First delegation sant toTang China

HR-OeMmgxH

Tang Dynasty defeals Sul

HRENE D

©na no Imako sant 1o Sui China; construction of Horyuji tample baging
SHREMPELES DG HEIPROVvORSR
Sakatadera temple erected

BEIPY OV

Seventeen Article Constitution pramulgated

B DR

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SHEHZONR

Prince Umayade (Prince Shotoku) oversaes politics

EILH (SEEKN) REZNRNERUR

Empress Sulko anthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

HHKMR

9 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

M Construction of the Hakoji temple (Asukadera) begins
o HEH (REH) WOVORSe
m Bugdhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

M EOIERELe

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

BEEAY (£2%)

0 Urmaka

BB /2 (-567) Mononoba na Mof
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710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824

Abandoned Nara capital reveris fo rice paddies by this lime
HNENNEBDESHERIEC M REVLR

Retired Emperor Heizel dies

EFEKHKIH R R H e

Ratired Emperor Heizel moves 1o the Nara palace

BFE KUK R B HioL e

GCapital maves to Heian

BRI R

Capital moves to Nagaoka

WL R

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

mrREIemERe e

Yobai Palace completed

BENRRB e

Prigst Dokyo falls from powar

AWK R

Fujiwara no Nakamarc's rebellion ocours; produciion of ane million miniaiure pagodas siaried
EEEENSR" MK N v OREe

¥ou6 code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising ocours; Nara palace remodeled
HNEEVRLT BREHNOK FRNoHE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arives from Tang

WA R KO

Cansacration held of the newly made colossal Buddna figure at Tadaiji tampla
EKirKICERKBRBIBOS0

Capital raturns to Nara

BHBIEL PR

Capital moves 1o Nankwa

BRIEVE D0

Shigaraki Palace oracted

MDY N ve

Govermant orders the erection of provincial temples
BRIreBHVKLe

Fujimara no Hitotsugu's reballin takes place. Capital moves fo Kuni
BEKEOMEON®R  fRUKLRBRN R

Smalipox epidemic breaks aut; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KERKEE  SIEERIEN < RR2R 1P

Prince Nagaya farced to commil sulcide on suspicion of reason
HEHe MG Ie

Emperor Shomu enthronad

BEKHaES 0

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan]  compiled

O#ERRIRE e

Kaojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed. Emparor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
foERERREre BUMIHEERE SR

Capital moves 10 Nara

B ERL RS



72

ﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬂ Location

RESUEMRRRT FTS

Institute Headaquarters

630-8577 WAMKRM_KI_TEOIE1S
FREAEAE ERm Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
WMMRE  Tel0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
HAEEN  Tel0742-30-6737 Fax.0742-30-6730
LRSS LNEE SEMboyy—
Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
WERERMAE (THBE) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax 0742-30-6830
2-8-1, Nije-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

= L~—37 https://www.nabunken.go.jp

BEREBED (RS - BRIX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

6340026 FRMMETFZHFE84-1
Tel0744-24-1122 - Fax 0744-21-6380
84-1, Kinomota-cho, Kashihara City. Nara Prafecture 634-0025 Japan

FRSEFIE

Asuka Historical Museum

6340102 SEANMTMEADHIRLE01
Tel0744-54-3561  Fax0744-54-3663
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Tekaichi County. Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

hi— LiA—37 https://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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Ritual Pasaphernalia Recovered
from the Nara Capital

Wooden human-shaped effigies and rit
blades (igushi), miniature potcery, Haji
with human faces drawn in ink, etc., were items uti-
lized by people of the Nara capital in a variety of ritu-
als, and are recovered in numbers from water-relared
sites such as ditches and wells. The human effigies are
l\;l;i to have had pollution and psmhmr transferred
which was then flushed away with water.
various theories regarding the ink-drawn
pots, but they egarded as depicting
of the god of pestilence and other fierce dei-
nilar rituals are recorded in the tenth-century
texe Engishiki, and it is thought thar such objects
were washed away after being invested with human
breath. Regardless of the d i for people in ancient
times, these were very likely acts of medicinal care in
carnest hope for recovery from disease and for sound
health,
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