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The Nara Capital and Palace

“The Nara capil (710-784) was an ancient capital

spanning the areas of the modem cities of Nara and Yamatokoriyama.
Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Changan,

it-was built with broad and nasrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate 1o the south,

to Suzakuman gare, the main entry o the palace by Suzaku avemie, 75 meters
wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.

“The population is estimated at approximately 100,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats were held to work at the Nara palace.

As the ol population of Japan at he time s estimated at around 6 milion,
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institure for Cultural Properties is
an organization committed to comprehensive rescarch on cultural
heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” (southern
capital), and because a wealth of ancient architecure and histori-

cal works of art survives, researching these materials in compre-

hensive fashion was the reason for the Institute’s establishment.
Since the question of the Nara palace site’s preservation rose up
in the mid-1950%, the Institure has advanced full-scale excava-
tion and research at borh the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara palace
districes:

‘The results of these efforts have been utilized both domesti-
cally and internationally in research and in academic exchanges
regarding the development of ancient capitals. Abso, techniques
for preservation, reconstruction, and presentation, developed by
the Instirute for the conservation of precious cultural properties,
have been utilized for sites and artifacts chroughour Japan and
across the world, Circulating information about the results of our
research and investigations, and purring them on public display at

the Nara Palace Site Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum,
are vital tasks for the Institute.

Damage to cultural properties has been rapidly increasing in
at years due to large-scale disasters such as the Great East
Japan Earthquake, storm-induced fooding in the Kii peninsula,
and the 2016 Kum:

Iy taking active relicf measures for cultural properties afflicted by

re

o carthquakes, The Institure is according-

narural disasters, such as the rescue of damaged moveable culrural
properties, and surveys of the extent of harm and considerations
of countermeasures for sites such as tombs with decorated cham-
bers that

suffered severe damage to their mounds and stone
chambers, and are at risk of collapse.
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Propertics. the prede-
cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view
1o conducting rescarch on cultural properties. At the time of its
inception, the Institute was composed three research divisions,
specializing in art, architecrure, and history, as well as a General
Affairs Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the

lace site led to the inception of the Division of Heijo

€ hl\:«ligarmm in 1963, In 1973, the Division of the
Asuka/Fuj
1973, the Asuka Historical Museum was established, prompted

Palace Site Investigarions was estblished, and in

by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as part of the government's
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka area, In or-
der 1o help meet the demand for rescue excavations conducred by
local governments, the Center for Archaeological Operations was
established in 1974 to train local excavarars and provide advices
10 local authoriries.

As part of the Japanese Government's reform initiatives, na-
tional research institutes belonging to government ministries
the
and

National Cultural Properties Research Institure were

e undergoing reorganization. Consequentl
National Research Institure for Cultural Propertics, Toky

and agencies

ted and reorganized as branches of the Independent Ad-

ministrat

e Institution in April 2001. Further, in April 2007, che
Nara National Rescarch Institure for Culural Properties became
one unit of the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institute for Cultural Heriage, created through a merger with
the Independent Administrarive Institution, National Museums.

e Dbl

e
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m April 1952
The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the Narional
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, with a General Af-
fairs Division, Historical Research Division, Architecture Research Di-
vision, and Art Research Division, ar 50 Kasugano-cho,

W1954£F FEHI29E TR
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WJuly 1954
The Instirute was officially named the Nara National Culrural Properties
Rescarch Institute.

W1960F BRI EFE10R
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M October 1960
The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the former
Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi,

W1963 £ - FEHIBEAR
PR R A S

W April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was established,

W1968£F FEHI4356 8

W June 1968

LALT AR EORERME 25 The Agency for Cultural Affairs was esublished, with the Instituce under
its conrrol
W19704 - PERI4EEAR W April 1870

TR B LA %

The Nara Palace Site Muscum opened.

W1973 5 EEHI4BEAR
LoREIR - AR R MR AN R - AR Ve AT R

W April 1873

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and the Asu-
ka Historical Museum were established. The Insitute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also established.

W19744F - BRH494E 48
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W April 1874
The Department of General Affairs and the Cenrer for
hacaol | Operations were established,

W19756  FEHIS0EIR
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EMarch 1975
The Asuka Historical Muscum opened at Okuyama, in the village of
Asuka, Nara prefecture.

W1980 6 BS54 8
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W April 1880
The Art Research Division transferred to the Rescarch Center for Bud-
dhist Art, of the Nara }

lational Muscum,
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B April 1980
The Institure relocared w Nijo-che ra. The Division of Heijo Palace
Site Investigations and the Center for Archacalogical Operations were

integrated into the Institute,
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mAugust 1988

A new headquarters building was built for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihars, Nara
prefecture

W2001 £F - FRE13EAR
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W April 2001
The National Research Instirute for Culrural Properties, Nara, was
granted the satus of independent administrative institution.

W2007 5 - FRE195E 4R
B AT Bk AR (ERS B
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W April 2007
It became che Independent Administrasive Instirution National Insti-
tue for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Insticuce for Cul-
tural Propertics,

M20184F - VRENEFEER
AT R LR e AN BT

WJune 2018
‘The ceremony was held for the completion of the Instinuce's main office
building,
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Department of Research Support and
Promotion

The Department of Research Support and Promaotion has been
put together as a managerial organization to conduct the opera-
and enable cach rescarch division to realize
the positive and morivated performance of its dis
gative and rescarch activities. Comprised of the
Collaborative Promotion, and Resea
ties out the vital function of prom

tions of the Institu

fashion the tsks of investigative rescarch, craining, exhibition,
and public presentation, etc., on the basis of firm links with each

research division and center.
‘The Department’sduries consist of the management of the

administration and day-to-day operations of the Institute, of

evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ccts, which in concrete terms includes the managerial accounti
I affairs, and publicity for projects conducted with govern-
ment subsidies for management, rescarch grants, and diverse
fiunds received from the Agency for Culrural Affairs, the Minis-

try of Land, Infrascructure, Transport and Tourism, plus regiona
governments, shrines, and temples, cic.; in addition, the building
enginecring and maintenance work and disaster prevention mea-
sures for various facilities including the Heija and Fujiwara office
, the Nara Palace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical
he internarional cooperative work for cultural herimge
a, Korea, Cambodia and other Asian coun-
es; and LhL logistics of specialist training for cultural propertics
personnel of regional governments and other organizations,

At present, the Department conducts the spring and aurumn
public lecrures for broadcasting the results of the Instinure’s inves-
tigarions and research, the Tokyo lecture, the publicarion of those
tion of information through the

research results and the dissemis
Institute’s website, and the management etc. of the volunteers
who provide explanations at the Imperial Audience Hall, Suzaku
Gate, East Palace Garden, and the Nara Palace Site Muscum of
the Special Historic Sire Nara Palace, Also, the Department bears
the burden entrusted by the Agency for Culrural Affairs of main-
taining the historic environment and facilities within the Nara
Palace and Fujiwara Palace Sites, and administering the Agency
for Cultural Affairs Kitora Tomb Murals Preservation and Man-
agement Facility st up within the Kitora Arca of the Asuka His-
torical National Government Park.

FTHOHNA (2018 ESHEW
Exterior view of the offica building (completed March 2018)



#1122 BLMNRS
122nd Open Public Lecture

1 0EFR NS
10th Tokyo Public Lacture

FRARSNE AT SR
View of a laclure on disaster prevention

WA - THEWE TR - AR
17th Nara Palace (World Heritage} Site Clean Up Campaign
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Department of Planning and Coordination

The Deparrment of Planning and Coordination is responsible
for the comprehensive planning and coordination of rescarch-re-
laed projects conducted by the Nara National Rescarch Institute

for Culural Properties, and for promoting public urilization of
the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemina-
tion of informarion as a national center for research related o
cultural properties conservation, and provides expert cooperation
and advice to national and regional public institutions while also
coordinating joint rescarch prajects with them. The cooperation
furnished in the operation of the Agency for Cultural Affair's proj-
ect for preserving and wtilizing the murals of the Takamatsuzuka
and Kitora tombs, as well as for the Nara Palace Historical
Park’s guidance facility, Heijokyu Izanai-kan, which was opened
in March 2018 by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism, is one good example.

For the execution of these projects, the Department has five
Sections, with the following dutics divided among them.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of training programs dirccred at
employees of regional public institutions, thereby linking the

Institute’s rescarch results with improvements in the level of ar-
chacological excavations and culrural properties conservation
conducted by regional governments and other organizations
throughout the nation.

The Dara and Informarion Section maintains and enhances the
Institure’s database system, and gathers, maincains, and provides
data and materials related to cultural properties.

The Internarional Cooperation Section plans joint rescarch
with China and Korea, and operates and manages academic ex-
changes. technical training, and international cooperation with
other forcign countries, such as Cambodia and Kazakhstan,

The Exhibition Section distributes the resules of Institure re-
scarch to the public and attempis new methods of exhibition,
principally through enriching the exhibitions at facilities such as
the Nara Palace Sire Museum.

‘The Photography Section is involved in the production, man-
agement, and development of new technology for photographs
relared to cultural properries.

SRR RN E R
View of a lecture in the basic training course on investigating
anciant historical documants

FERP (ﬁ!ﬂml FEEER
View of practical training in the Praservation Science | (Matal Objects)
Course:
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Archirectural History, the Culrural
Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Section, through-
out which i conducts specialized and comprehensive research

with regard o cultural materials such as historical documents
and other written maerials, historical and traditional buildings,
cultural landscapes, and archacological and historical sites plus
gardens,

‘The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research of
historical documents such as books and other written marerials,
For historical doc s, catalogs and pk
being made ar Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and other major temples in

Nara and around the Kinki region, and it promotes the publica-

phic records are

tion of the works. For other written materials, items such as draw-
ings and woodblack carving are also investigared.,

The Architecrural History Section conducts research on archi-
tecrural heritages through investigations of various types of extant
strucrures as well as through analyses of archacological fearures,
and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related 1o ar-
chitectural cultural properties and groups of historic buildings.
The resules of these activic

s are applied 1o conservation and
restoration of architectural cultural heritages in the country and
the cooperative work for the reconstruction of the Former Im-
perial Audicnce Fall compotind at the Nara palace site, a5, well
a5 coop h

research for of I heritages
overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-
search on culural landscapes under the system established for
their protection in 2004, collects and organizes information on
cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic and foreign
fields of view, and through concrete examples of investigations,
conducrs collaborative research concerning conservarion policy
for cultural landscapes such as the devising of master plans.

Sites Management Rescarch Section conducts rescarch on

ment system for proper conservation of a va
archaeolagical and historic sites. It promotes utilization of infor-
mation by publication and making database of research marerials
related to site management activities carried out throughout the
country, and also utilizes this information and experience in pro-
viding cooperation o local governments engaged in site manage-
ment. It also carries out investigation for the history of Japanese
gardens and for conservation and restoration of the historic gar-
dens. For the purpases, it organizes and publicizes the database of
archacologically excavaed garden
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Historical Document Section: Invesigation of a privata collection Cultural Landscape Section: Producing a panoramic view of the
of ancient documents related to Kahukuji temple “Kitayama Forestry Cultural Landscape of Nakagawa, Kyoto™
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IBEMHRE | IBPHREE (RIPUERT) ORE SRR R | RN - EAARR
Architectural History Saction: Investigation of the Former Nakamura Sites Managemant Flesearch Section: Ressarch meeling on sile manage-
Rasidenca (Shiojii, Nagano prelecture) ment and utiization
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijd)

The Department nl’impcri.\l Palace Sites Investigations (Heijo)
is engaged in clarifying the remains of the Nara capital site, Ja-

ighth century capital. Among its activities, the scientific in-
vestigarion continually conducted for more than halfa century of
the Nara palace site, a designated Special Historic Sire (inscribed
on the UNESCO Waorld Heritage L
erties among the Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara), is truly a
cultural project in which Japan can take pride.

oneof the culrural prop-

“The Nara palace is an area set on the norchern edge of the Nara
capital and enclosed by a tamped-earth wall, where the imperial
residence, areas for the conduct of the business and rites of state
(the Imperial Audience Hall and State Halls Compounds), and
government office complexes were gathered. A square roughly
one kilometer on a side, with the northern three-quarters of the
eastern side extending an additional 250 meters or so to the cast,

it had an unusual shape without parallel at other ancient capirals.

Nara was the second ancient capiral following Fujiwara to be
builr along a planned city grid, and from the rransfer to Nara in
710 until the move to Nagaoka in 784, it 9h1|¢|iu||c‘l<|-:r!\;-c.qn‘(.al

&
for nearly 75 yeass, This was the period of the establishment and

n of the ancient Japanese state based on a formal-
em of central authority. The capital moved to Heian in
794, and following a failed actempr by Retired Emperor Heizei
1 return the capiral to Nara early in the ninth century, the Nara
palace and capital gradually transformed into rice paddy. With
the exception of its former easternmost section Nara no longer
continued to exist as a ciry, and traces of the ancient capiral were
preserved underground in good condition.

During excavation, physical traces left exched in the ground by
former daily activities (“features”) and utilized items (“artifaces”)
ate found in great numbers. Roof tiles and pottery, wooden im-
plements, coins and other metal produces are among representa-
tive examples. Wooden tablets for writing (mokkan) in particular
are chasacteristic artifacts of the Nara capital. Their numbers ex-
ceed 200,000 items, and one portion is designared as the Na-
tional Treasure “ Mokkan Excavared ar the Heijé Palace.” The
palace is rruly a treasure wove of arcifacts rivaling the Shosdin

Repository (the imperial treasure house), and is accordingly called
a “subterranean Shosoin.”

Processing and analyzing these artifacts and features, extracting
the maximum amount of data and making it public, and preserv-
ing the materials in good condition while converting the Nara
palace remains into a historic site for valuable public use, consti-
ture important duties for the Department alongside archacologi-
cal excavation. In addition, the Department is expected to func-
tion as a base of research for histaric archacology relared o eighth
century Japan.
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Padium of the Main Hall with a surrounding pavement of roof fies,
Yamadadera temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from

the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the historic set-

ting for the emergence of the a

cient Japanese state, and served

as the political, economic, and cultural center from the end of
the sixth o the firse part of the eighth centuries. Accordingly, 3
variety of archacological remains lie dormant beneath the ground,
including imperial palaces and the residences of elirc familics, the
sites of numerous remples including Asukadera, the oldest clois-
tered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, the
earthen podium of a water clock, and a workshop complex for the
production craft items. Also, in the northern half of this region
lics the Fujiwara capital, built on a rectangular grid spreading out
five kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace,
located in the center of the capiral and containing the emperor's
residence; along with halls where ceremanies of state were con-
ducred.

‘Through the excavarion of these sites, interdisciplinary investi-
garions are conducred by the Department with the aim of recon-

structing a concrete histor e of the ancient state, In addi-
tion to making these results publically available through public
viewings at excavations, publication of research results, exhibi-
tions at its main facility, the Department is also in charge of the

prescrvation of these sites and wtilization for the public bencfit.

WBSRE - PEE WTE
Reconstructed plan of the eastern cloister and main hall, Yamadadera
temple
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Investigation in the former precinct of Asukadera temple: Aligned stones. ground preparation fill wera detected (from the southwast)

Inclined ditches, post holes, and ancient ground preparation fill were detected

near the tempie pracinct's sastem edge (from the east)




BE ity —

MM vy =T, MREOCEM oM R T
ML BRI MBEEE B LoTw
Sy

PRIEIE IR AT R T, Y, LS
WA ORFIZMT A2 NMEL TR ELTEY,
FRIC R oM M S R s
WL ERM MR T B LT ET, £
7z, MEEOH LB OLDORFRENEL XL
A, MERFREI T R A B A i oo IR S
KEBEIkoTwET.

BUBEE W RS Tl WRBEROTIZ M B
RiEOBIEHFL-MEL AL DTV E
o M. EhHOE R X S R O BT
R, BB ERA N OREL T LWL
iz hoTuEd. £, BHEENEETE
DML S BVERAONY - RS, #ELT
BIhoTwiET

AR RE TR, EREREIC LD E N
HEHE s - ey 77 - BE S AP0 6 ] ROIFAE % o
HTVE T, Al oFEEERE o lE,
FRICENFEO D E DO THI M OfET
A ML ARR GO B - BT S WOt
EFBEZhoTwET

SEF - SRR RS T SRR A -
WO P L E R odEbic BT 5
o, WM -y = 2O E 2SR, T o#
Pede i A M OGN - REHHOMAE B Z o
TwEd, Fo, 0M44FEP S IH I, HKH
M 2 AR o M B HLNUE & SO 7 — &
N—ADEREL I L-THE Y, BifE. KRNI
A ELTOET

FOM, RN X ¥ — Tk, BRHEOMRE
B R =2 — 2] L LTl
MEHITLTOET

Center for Archaeological Operations

The Cener for Archacological Operarions conducts analytic
and developmental research regarding various techniques for in-
vestigating buried cultural properties.

The Conservation Science Section carries out investigations

and rescarch regarding the conservation of artifacts and features,
along with structures, and in particular it develops practical
methods ranging from the material and strucrural examinations
to the preservation and restoration of excavared marerials. Also,
for the purpose of diagnosing the deterioration of archaeological

ostic meth-

features, it conducts developmental research on
odologies utilizing carth science techniues, begi
veys of preservation environments.

ing with sur-

“The Environmental Archacology Section carries out investiga-
tions and research aimed ar establishing research methodologies
regarding the reconstruction of past environments. In particular,
it is mainly engaged in reconstructive research of ancient environ-
ments based on examinations of floral and faunal remains, and re-
search 1o clarify the history of the utilization of plant and animal
materials. In addition, it continues to carry out the collecting, and
making publicly accessible, of modern day specimens that are the

basis of environmental archacological research.
‘The Dating Scction conducts research which applies dendro-
chronology to the ficlds of archacology, history, and the histories

of are and architecture, In addition to the dendrachronological

dating of waoden cultural materials, it is carrying out research for

the application erc, of the technique of inferring whether separate

artifacts were sourced from the same specimen, a research method

in dendroc} logy, to the

and analysis of wooden

prodiices recovered from archacological sites:

‘The Archacological Research Methodol
and makes publicly accessible the Archacological Site Darabase,
and conducts rescarch on the rechnology for investigacing cul-

gy Section compiles

tural praperties plus that for the surveying and prospection of ar-
chacolagical sitey

n order to cnhance the quality of sitc investiga-
tion and research, and the efficiency of archaeological excavarion,
throughour Japan. Additionally, as a new project from the 2014
fiscal year on, it has been engaged in the collection of disaster-re-

lated geological data for archacological sites and the compilation
of a database of traces of disaster, which it is currently working
rowards making publicly accessible.

In addition, the Center is publishing the latest research twopics

and resulis in periodic fashion through the CAO NEWS,
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Conservation Science Saction: Investigation of tha structura of recovered Archasclogy Research Mathodology Section: Investigation of a site using
artifacts with & newly installed X-ray CT device mulli-channel ground-panetrating radar
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a hiswrical focus, which was established
in 1973 and opened in 1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka,
based on a Cabinet decision made in conjuncrion with special legisla-
tive measures aimed at preserving the historic features of the Asuka
region. The Asuka period and region are the objects of its exhibis,
centering on the results of investigations conducted by the Instirure
within the Asuka area. In addition to the regular displays there are
exhibitions held four dmes yearly, and public lectures and so forth
have also been held.

The regular displays are set up in Exhibic Halls 1 and 2. Currently,
displays are maingined in Exhibit Hall 1 on the themes of palaces,
stone objects, mounded tombs, remples, plus the Soga dan, in order
1o promaore knowledge of the history of the Asuka period. Beginning
with artifacts recovered from the remains of Asukadera, the temple
which symbulizes the sart of the Buddhist period, there are displays
of pottery found through excavation at Amakashi-no-Oka, and of
changes in palaces which have become clear through excavarions, and
a model of the fearures of the Mizuochi site, well known as the locus
of a water clock accompanying the palace, plus a model reconstruc-
tion of the water clock irself. For stone objects, along with a stone
carving with male and female images and a stone representation of
Me. Sumeru, both Important Cultural Properties, displayed within
the museum, there are replicas of stones in the shape of a tortise and
monkeys, plus the torroise-shaped stone basin recovered from the

SakaFungebi e, ‘phaced in the museumis ganden to recreate the -
mmph:m of the time. For mounded tombs, artifacts recovered from
the Takamarsuzuka tomb are exhibited, along with life-size replicas
of the murals of the Kitora romb on ceramic plates, and a display of
high-definition scanned images of the Takamatsuzuka mu

Exhibir Hall 2 displays materials recovered from the Yarmadidera
temple site, which have been designared as Important Culeural Prop-
ertics, centering on a reconstruction using recovered architectural
members of the castern corvidor of the emple’s doister,

In the lower level, exhibirs are set up of a full-scale model of the
stone chamber of the Takamatsuzuka romb, and of the jigs used in
its dismandling,

“The exhibitons held in the 2018 fiscal year were the Spring §
cial Exhibit “Past Landscape in Asuka,” the Summer Planned Exhibit
of submissions o the “Ninth Photo Contest “The Living Things of
Asuka,” the Autumn Special Exhibit “An Asuka Workshop Returns
1 Life: Exploring JapaneseKorean Technical Exchanges.” and the
Winrter Planned Exhibit “Archacology in Asuka 2018." Events re-
lated 10 the special xhibits were also carried out, such as a working
examination of the making of mageniono (beatwood anices). Also.
in August the sumimer vacation project “Make It! Miniature Bead
Pillows” was conducred, and was popularly received. In addition,
varios projects to enhance the museunis appeal were advanced, such
as the making of original museum goods and the renewal of the web
site.

Additionally, as a project entrusted o it by the Agency for Cul-
wural Affairs in relation to the conservation and management facili-
ties for the Kitora mumulus murals (in the Kitora Tumulus Mural
Experiential Museum Shijin no Yakara, first floor, located within the
Asuka Historical National Government Park), the Asuka Historical
Museum is conducting che daily administration and operations, and
projects related to the public display of the murals. In the 2018 fiscal
year the seventh through tenth public display events were held, for a
total of four such occasions, and in periods when the murals were not
open w the public the exhibit rooms were publicly accessible, and
events such as a mobile planetarium were held.
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Nara Palace Site Mussum

Nara Palace Site Museum

The Nara Palace Site Museum opened in 1970, in the north-
west portion of the palace precinct (at the site of the ancient Im-
perial Stable Bureau), as the public exhibir facility for the palace
site. After twice undergoing subsequent renovation, in April 2010
the interior décor and exhibits saw a tol renewal in conjunction
with the celcbration of the 1300th anniversary of the move to the
Nara capital. As a facility for the public exhibition and display of
results of the Institute’s excavations and research, the renovared
Museum serves as entryway for access from the palace’s north-
western side.

Inside the Museum are six rooms of permanent exhibits, and
one for special exhibits. At the Information and Guidanee Cormer
are introductions of the outlines of the Nara capital and palace,
along with a scale model showing the process from archacologi-
cal investigation to site preparation. At the Government Office/
Palace Reconstruction Cormners are life-sized dioramas and images
recreating the interiors of the palace and government offices locat-
ed iin the palace precinct. In addition to displaying under various
themes the items recovered in excavations at the Nara palace and
capital sites, the Recovered Artifacts Comer explains the research
results of the Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations,
In the Archacology Comner, the rescarch activities of various sec-
tions of the Center for Archacological Operations are introduced,
making for pleasurable learning about the links berween science
and cultural properties.

As planned and
summer chi
tumn Special g
vi.ni, Baggage ma» Mokkan," and the Winter Planned Exhibis
avations at Heijo 2017-2018" were held. Also, in January
ZHI‘) a New Year Mini Exhibit was planned and held on the
theme of “Pigs at the Heijd Capiral.” Anmn{_ the ahove, the Wm
ter Planned Exhibit is a revision of the “Excavation News Bri
thar were held through the 2016 fiscal year. In the new series, as
seen from the inclusion of a dupl ated 1o earthquake archae-
ology, the intent is to take up in active fashion new research re-
suls related to excavations, and not simply present outlines of the
noteworthy discoveries for cach fiscal year which are |1uh1uhod in
the Instirute’s annual Bulletin. Please look forward to upcoming
versions of this exhibir!

ial exhibitions for the 2018 fiscal year, the
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

promotes a variery of intenarional exchange and cooperative

projects including joint rescarch, exchanges of research personnel,
technical taining, and restoration and preservation projects, and
also provides assistance in programs of international cooperation
canducted by other organizations such as the Asia/Pacific Cul-
wral Centre for UNESCO (ACCU).

‘The Institute is currendy conducting the following projects:

(1) 4 joine investigation with the Instirute of Archeology, Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sciences of the ancient urban site of the
Northern Wei capital Luoyang: (2) a joint investigation with
the Archacological Institute of Henan Province,
Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of Gyongy

“hina, of the

3) a joint in-

vestigation with the Archacological Institute of Liaoning Province
related to the culture of the Formes, Later, and Norchern Yan, be-
ginning with artifacts from the Lamadong cemerery; (4) compar-
arive research on the formarion and processes of development of
ancient Japanese and Korean culture, and exchange of personnel

on excavation sites, with the N; nal Research Institute for Cul-

wral Properties, Korea; (5) investigative research and preservation
projects with APSARA (Authority for the Protection and Man-
agement of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap) on the Angkor
archacological site group and the Western Top site, plus personncl

development; (6) as a core exchange project of the Agency for

Cultural Affairs, activity conducted rogether with the D nal
Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan aimed at the transfer of

archacological technology in areas such as methods of process-

ing and researching artifacts recovered from excavations (from
the 2019 fiscal year); (7) joint research with England’s Sainsbury
Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures; (8) research
exchanges, etc., with Taiwan’s Institute of History and Philology,
Academia Sinica.

In addition to the above, the Institute is engaged in activities

and in the ac-

of international organizations such as UN
cumulation of information and marterials related 1o culrural heri-
tage, and is providing cooperation for projects in international
relarions conducted by the Tokyo National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties.
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results

through the Nara Palace Sice Muscum, the Exhibition Room of

Fujiiwara Palace Site, and the Asuka Historical Museum,
Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes public

lectures in which its res

hers present the results of their inves-

tigarions and surveys, and once yearly a public lecture is also held

in Tokyo as well. In addition, the Asuka Historical Museum also

halds events and invites specialists, from both within the Institute

and from the outside, to give lectures in association with special

exh ions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of Impe-

ral Palace Sités Investigations presents public site viewings for
those interested in ancient history.
Publications issued by the Institute making these research and

survey results publicly available include its academic journal

nual reports, compendia of historical materials and ather basic
dara, catalogs of exhibitions ar the Asuka Historical Museum, and
the CAO News.
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Web Site of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

The web site provides informarion on public events such as
exhibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site view
the Nara palace site, columns by rescarchers, and so forch,

at excavations, plus information about
In addition to providing a variety of informarion about cul-
d
as high definition digital images, efforcs are being made at widely
circulating the Institure’s research resules, through full access to

tural properties, througt ases and other materials such

a portion of its publications placed In a research information re-

pository
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Nara Palace Site Museum and other facilities

FEES AR S (R MRS
Nara Palace Sile Museum, Storage faciities

THEDARE NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM

BrE Exhibition room
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ﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ (ﬁ%iﬁ&lﬁﬂﬁ@) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0026 WEMAZEES4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6380
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

RN (RE - BRSE) T8 W05
Department of Imperial Palace Siles Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁg Asuka Histarical Museum

634-0102 ERRBHHASEHAIL60] Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

RRARELR MEYIS
Asuka Historical Museum
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General Matsumura delivering his ceremonial address

On the Ceremony Marking the
Completion of Construction

In March of last yea, the long-awaited new office building of the
Nara Natianal Research Inseitute for Culaural Propertis was compler-
ed. Looking back over the pst, the Inseiute was set up in 1952 as an

vy jon of the National Commission for the Protection
of Cultural Propestics, and its initial headquarters in Kasugano-chd of
the city of Nara at the time of establishment, as well as its sccond head-
quarters in Nijo-ché o which it moved in 1980, were both existing
structures that had been repaired for s usc. The first headquarters had
farmerly been an exhibition hall for local products of Nara prefecrure,
while the second had previously served as Nara Prefecural Hospital.

The former hospital building was also an aging structure that had
been built in 1964, and in addition to becoming increasingly cramped,
its ability to withstand carthquakes had become an issue, so in 2002
a working group was set up within the Institute for the purpose of
redevelopment. Subsequently 10 more years passed, but when funds
for rebuilding headquarters were approved in 2012 as the building was
approaching its Rifticth year, cvents began to move in cancrete fashion
towards construction of the new office building.

Facilities were set up as temporary headquarters, but once the move
was completed and full-scale excavation also began while the disman-
ding of the farmer structure proceeded, feamres were unexpectedly
encountered of South First Row Street, and unavoidable changes were
accordingly made t the plans for construction. As completion came
only after a delay requiring more than two years beyond the inidal
schedule, staff of the Institute were overcome with rel

It was decided to hold a ceremony on Junc 20 o celchrate the com-
pletion of the new main office, and plans were made to welcome the
Commissioner for Cultural Affains as the guest of honar. Despite rminy
weather on the appointed day, the paicipants who had been expected
1o number around 150 reached more than 230 in the end. in addition
1@ which members of the press also gathered to cover the event.

In his ceremanial address, along with expresing gratitude o those
in attendance and to all who greatly assisted in the construction, Direc-
tar General Matsumura gave vigorous voice to  derermination to push.
forward with the tasks of investigation and rescarch on the occasion of
this new beginning, marking the completion of main office building,

Subsequently, following an explanation of the outlines of the con-
struction, and presentations of congratulitory wards in speeches and
telegrams, a tape-cutting event was cnacted by the Director General
and representatives of the distinguished guests, and the ceremany end-
ed as a grear success.

Afterwards, a move taking one month was carried out, and from
October the saff began work with renewed resolve in the Institure’s
new headquareers.

230EEHAIHERICRTSNTOT—THhy
Atapa-cutiing ceremony witnessed by over 230 paricipants
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Nara National Research / ¥
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Departmant of Cultural Heritaga
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)
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Center for Archaeological
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Excavatcs the Nara palace and capital
sices of the cighth century; investigates
original historic sources and architcetural
hisory; gives advices to local authorities
in charge of excavutions: tnins local
archacologists,

BEME ruiwers Aren
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)
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Excavates the sites of palaces,

governmental offces, remples, and other
pars of the capital of the sixth and

e Rt X

Asuka Historical Museum
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THEE MM
Exhibits archacological discoveries of

the sixth and seventh centuries in the
Asuka area.
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Eﬁiéﬂiﬁ Chronological Table
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e L B e b o
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Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SHEHZONR

Prince Umayade (Prince Shotoku) oversaes politics

EILH (SEEKN) REZNRNERUR

Empress Sulko anthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

HHKMR

9 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

M Construction of the Hakoji temple (Asukadera) begins
o HEH (REH) WOVORSe
m Bugdhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

M EOIERELe

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

BEEAY (£2%)

0 Urmaka

BB /2 (-567) Mononoba na Mof
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710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824

Abandoned Nara capital reveris fo rice paddies by this lime
HNENNEBDESHERIEC M REVLR

Retired Emperor Heizel dies

EFEKHKIH R R H e

Ratired Emperor Heizel moves 1o the Nara palace

BFE KUK R B HioL e

GCapital maves to Heian

BRI R

Capital moves to Nagaoka

WL R

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

mrREIemERe e

Yobai Palace completed

BENRRB e

Prigst Dokyo falls from powar

AWK R

Fujiwara no Nakamarc's rebellion ocours; produciion of ane million miniaiure pagodas siaried
EEEENSR" MK N v OREe

¥ou6 code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising ocours; Nara palace remodeled
HNEEVRLT BREHNOK FRNoHE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arives from Tang

WA R KO

Cansacration held of the newly made colossal Buddna figure at Tadaiji tampla
EKirKICERKBRBIBOS0

Capital raturns to Nara

BHBIEL PR

Capital moves 1o Nankwa

BRIEVE D0

Shigaraki Palace oracted

MDY N ve

Govermant orders the erection of provincial temples
BRIreBHVKLe

Fujimara no Hitotsugu's reballin takes place. Capital moves fo Kuni
BEKEOMEON®R  fRUKLRBRN R

Smalipox epidemic breaks aut; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KERKEE  SIEERIEN < RR2R 1P

Prince Nagaya farced to commil sulcide on suspicion of reason
HEHe MG Ie

Emperor Shomu enthronad

BEKHaES 0

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan]  compiled

O#ERRIRE e

Kaojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed. Emparor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
foERERREre BUMIHEERE SR

Capital moves 10 Nara

B ERL RS
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ﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬂ Location

RESUEMRRRT FTS

Institute Headaquarters

6308577 MRM_KHN_THO®
FRESEAE RN Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
WMMRE  Tel0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
HAEEN  Tel0742-30-6737 Fax.0742-30-6730
LRSS LNEE SEMboyy—
Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
WERERMAE (THBE) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax 0742-30-6830
2-8-1, Nije-cho, Nara City 830-B577 Japan

= L~—37 https://www.nabunken.go.jp

BEREBED (RS - BRIX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

6340026 HMRHARZAE]84-1
Tel0744-24-1122 - Fax 0744-21-6380
84-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

FRSEFIE

Asuka Historical Museum

6340102 SEANMTMEADHIRLE01
Tel0744-54-3561  Fax0744-54-3663
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Tekaichi County. Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

hi— LiA—37 https://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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Main Office Building
Nara National Rescarch Institute for Culrural Propertics

Completed in March 2018, the Main Office
Building is a structure of 11,387 m’ total foor space
having two basement levels and four stories above
ground, with an unbroken view of the Nara palace
site from the west.

When excavation was conducted in advance of
construction, it became clear thar features of South
First Row Sereet still survived ar the site,

b was decided to preserve these ancient road re-
mains, and along with marking the locations of the
South First Row Street features at the surface, the
main entrance to the Office Building grounds was
positioned directly facing Saeki Gate of the Nara pal-
ace,

An exhibit area has been provided on the first floor
of the Enrrance Hall to introduce the resulrs of the
excavation and the recovered artifaces,

The photo was taken from above the Main Office
Building, facing the Former Imperial Audience Hall
to the cast.
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