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Archaealogy is a great subject to take at university. Why then are fewer and fewer students applying to study it?
Phatagraph; Graham Turnes/The Guardian

British archaeology is in a fight for survival
Mary Shepperson

The first University Archaeology Day marks a point of crisis in British archaeology. As student
applications fall, ing university dep with cuts, commercial demand for
archaeologists is soaring, leaving a looming skills shortage

Tuesday 20 June 2017 10.32 BST

n 22 June, the first ever University Archaeology Day will be hosted by University
O College London. The event aims to promote archaeology as a university subject and{

as a career to prospective students, bringing together archaeology departments from
around the country and various organisations who employ archaeology graduates. The
intention is to paint an inspiring picture of archaeology as an exciting field of study
leading to a hearty spread of career opportunities, but University Archaeology Day is also
a response to a growing crisis in UK archaeology, both for university departments and for
the ;ommerci.al sector. This crisis is likely to have repercussions well beyond the world of
academia.

Archaeology is a great subject to take at university; it brings together a mix of humanities
and sciences, and combines social theory, critical thinking and hard practical skills.
Adventure abounds, both intellectual and actual. Why then are fewer and fewer students
applying to study it? This is the question plaguing beleaguered archaeology departments
across the UK which are seeing student numbers drop year on year.

The problem boils down to a combination of perceptions and financial factors. The drop
in student numbers began after the 2008 financial crisis but has been exacerbated by the
hike in tuition fees and the withdrawal of student loans for second degrees. Unlike earlier

who saw university as more of a chance to experience and explore, students
now increasingly see university as a financial investment which needs a decent prospect
of financial reward to make sense. Subjects like archaeology, which don’t obviously lead
to well paid careers, have suffered the consequences of this more hard-nosed attitude
towards education. The scrapping of A-level archaeology last year is both symptom and
cause of the declining profile of the subject among students.

Archaeology is more sensitive to falling student numbers than most subjects. The need
for laboratory work and the requirement for a range of practical training makes

archaanlnoy an avnanciua enthiart tn taarh Hewswvar archasnlnoy ic nnt rlacead ac a STEM
{https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jun/20Arouble-brewing-british-archaeology)

B4 F1) ATOEEFLFREDR D & XS RO Y 8 (Guardian HEHE 2017)
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University Archaeology UK

Links. Contact us

s in archa " « Universily of Sheffieid
in the UK + Linn h « Universily of Southamplon

These institutions ving af logy of sections. To find out more, click on any of the names from the kst above. You will find
out infarmation about the courses available, the staff group and their backgrounds. and interests, the research projects that the staff are invalved in
and the Iafest news highlighting the achievements of staff and students

University Archaeology UK
UAUK Members. Studying Archaeclogy Empiayability Links. Contact us

University Archaeology UK represents the departments of Archaeology in
UK universities

Archasology provides 3 Unique perspeciive on the human past, on what it s 10 be human. As he orly subject ihal deals with the entre human past
in all its temparal and spatial o s o our of how we evolved, how our sacieties came inta being, and how
they changed over ime

University Archaeoclogy Day

The 2018 University Archaeology Dey wall be heid on Saturday 12 October at the
British Museum

The event is designed for prospectve students, leachers and parents 1o leam
about the many degre programmes on offer across the UK, 10 discover the huge
range of career that an g lead to, and ta hear
about some of the lalest archeeological research

Mast of the top I our display area
along wath a range the subject
archaeology graduates. There will alsa be a full programme: of talks and activities
cowering appiication tips, carsars advice and a wide range of archaesiogical fopics
incluing some of the latest finds and cutting-edge research
Find out more via the University Archaeology day website and Eacebook page and
repistar your intersst hare

Photegrapher Alastair Fyfe, © The British Acadamy

(shf 1) ZAEHFAEES O 8 (https://www.universityarchaeology.co.uk/)
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