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Studies of the Late Palaeolithic Culture in the
Northwestern Mountainous Area in Miyagi Prefecture:
the 1st Term Excavation at Sunasaka Site in Kami Town.
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Sunasaka site is located at Kami town in northwestern part of Miyagi Prefecture. Jiro Fujiwara
discovered lithic artifacts from loam layer when the road was widened in October, 1998. Finally, he
collected 24 artifacts there. The stratum containing these artifacts is 1.5 meter below the ground
surface, and situated at the 3" lower layer from Hijiori-Obanazawa volcanic tephra which dates
at ca. 12,000 . He measured and recorded the distribution of artifacts at the site. The lithic
concentratiol about 3 meter in di; In 2002, F ,. " i the situation of the si!a lo
i K and Ono. F e, the of S ka site was ob: d
and made gs of lithic Raw are various, such as rhyolite, sillca-aus luﬂ'
shale and .There is no typical tool for assuming their chronological
position. Therefore, a ch | material was for AMS radi dating by Kunio Yoshida.
The date of 27,340+140BP means that they belonged to the Early Upper Palaeolithic period.
In 2010, Tohoku University Archaeology Laboratory (TUAL) and Tohoku University Museum (TUM)
members carried out the 1" term of site. The was
21" to 30" of September by TUAL and TUM crews. The area of excavation pit is 12.5 square mmur.
The bottom of trench pit reached to the 8 layer. All the area was excavated from the ground to
the upper part of the 7" layer. The 3" layer is Hijiori-Obanazawa tephra and the 8" is Yasuzawa
pyroclastic flow. The crews discovered 3 lithic artifacts and 9 charcoal materials. The most typical
artifact is a trapezoid which unearthed from 5" layer. Two flakes were discovered from 5" and 6"
layers. The assemblage of raw material is similar to that of the collection by Fujiwara. The authors
regarded excavated findings as an identical material of Fujiwara's collection, although there is
no refitted material between them and the radiocarbon date of charcoal from 5" layer is younger
(12,750£50BP). Therefore, it is judged finally that cultural layer of Sunasaka site situated on the
top of the 6" stratum of hard loam and belonged to the Early Upper Palaeolithic period shown by
the age of 27,340+140BP. The date of 12,750£50BP would belong to 5" layer because the charcoal
materials were unearthed chiefly from 4" and 5" layers above most of the lithic artifacts and
cobbles.
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