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Table 2 Site types based on relative positions of mode in weight classes of vertical distributions of ithics.
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Artifacts weights and vertical displacement of artifacts: Diagnosis of “living floor” by the
multiple analysis of lithic vertical distributions in Japanese sites

Yuichi Nakazawa

Long term site formation processes more or less modify lithic distribution as the resull of past human activities
across the site. This paper provides a significant method for assessing how post-depositional vertical
displacement of artifacts is constrained and affecled by the welghts of artifacts. At the beginning, application of
statistical methods extract several patterns of 15 vertical distribution of lthic artifacts in Stage 2 in Japanese
Islands, after making clear the th and “living fleor™ and so-called

“Tsukimino Venus Line" which has been treated as the normative vertically distributional pattern in Japan.

I apply four statistical methods. These are of ily lithic artifacts by weight.
standard deviations of seven continuous weight classes in each site. the extent of displacement of standard
deviation in weight classes of all sites, and a comparison of median and mock: from the frequency of vertically
distributed lithic artifacts.

These methods show thal the degree of vertical distribution is differentiated between the sites, the artifacts
weighing from 3 to 10 grams are maost susceptible to the effect of the displ
the artifacts weighing from 33 to 1257 grams are relatively stable. Variable patterns of vertical distributions
demonstrate caution for treating the “Tsukimino Venus Line” as the normative pattern in Stage 2 in Japan. This
analysis indicates other factors may constrain vertical displacement of lithic artifacts.

Issues in de

upward and and

Keywords: vertical displacement of artifacts; weight of arlifact; vertical distribution; Tsukimino Venus Line:
living floor
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