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The Nara capital (710-74

rn cities of Nara and Yamarok

Chinese capital of Ch

With the Nara palace at th

its mair

1o Suzakum

n entry to the pala
oda trees.

y 100,000,

wide and lined with willow and p

tion is cstimated at approxima

and as many as 6,500 burcaucrars were held to work ar the Nara palace.

As the total population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,
or one-twentieth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a grear mettopolis in its day.

Investing and researching the Nara capital and palace sites is indispensable
for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Qutline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties is

an organization commirted to comprehensive rescarch on cultural

heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanro” (southern

capital), and because a wealth of ancient architecrure and histori

cal works of art survives, researching these mate

ials in compre

hensive fashion was the reason for the Institu ablishment

Since the question of the Nara palace site’s preservation rose up
in lhz md 1950’s, the Insttute has advanced full-scale excava
tion and research at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara palace
districts.

The results of these efforts have been utilized both domesti-

and inrer

onally in research and in academic exch.

rding the d

pment of ancient capirals. Also, techniques

for preservarion, reconstruction, and presentation, developed by

the Institure for the conser

tion of precious cultural prope

have been utilized for sites a

{ artifacts throug

sut Japar

across the world. Circulating information about the results of

research and investig;

the Nara Palace Si

scions, and putting them on public dis

e Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum,

> vital tasks for the Institure.

Damage to cultural properties has been rapidly increasing in
recent years due to large-scale disasters such as the Grear East
Japan Earchquake, stor
and the 2016 Kum.

n-induced flaoding in the Kii peninsula

to carthquakes. The Institute is accor

Iy ta

measures for cultural pro

natural disasters, such as the rescue of dai

propertics, and surveys of the extent of harm and considerations
of countermeasures for sites such as ombs with d

ccorated cham

bers thar have suffe

«d severe damage to their mounds and stone

chambers, and are at risk of collay
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Giving new life
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institu

was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary ¢

for Cultural Properties

zation of the National

Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, the prede-

cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view

to conducting research on cultural properties. At the time of its

inception, the Institute was composed three research divisions

n art, architecture, and history, as well as a General

Affairs Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the
Nara palace site led to the inception of the Division of Heijo
Palace Sice
Asukal
1973, the

by a Cabinet resolution made in

Investigations in 1963, In 1973, the Division of the

ujiwara Palace Site Investigations was established, and in

Asuka Historical Museum was established, prompred

70 as part of the

efforts to preserve the cultural properies of the Asuka area, In or

der 1o help meet the demand for rescue excavations conducred by

loc overnments, the Center for Archaeolog

al Operations was
established in 1974 to train local excavators uui provide advices
10 local autherities.

As part of the Japanese Governments reform initiatives, na

tional research institures belonging 1o government ministries
and agencies are undergoing reorganization. Consequently, the
Narional Research Institure for Culrural Praperries, Tokyo, and

the Nara Narional Cultural Properties Research Institure were

ted and reo ized as branches of the Independent Ad-

strative Institution

April 2001 Further, in April 2007, the
Nara National Research In:

one unit of the Independent Administrative Institution National

ite for Cultural Properties became

Institute for Cultural Heritage, created through a merger with

the Independent Administrative Institution, National Muse

ns.
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W April 1852

The Institure was est
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Exterior view of the office buiding (completed March 2018}

Department of Research Support and
Promotion

“The Deparument of Research Support and Promotion has been
put ©
tions of the Institute, and enable cach research division to realize

ther as 2 managerial organization to conduct the opera-

the positive and motivared performance of its distincrive investi-

gative and re

ch activities. Comprised of the Administrative,
Collaborative Promotion, and Rescarch Support Divisions, it car-
ries out the vital function of promoring in smooth and positive
fashion the tasks of invesrigative rescarch, training, exhibition,

and public presentarion, etc., on the basis of firm links with each

research division and cen

The Departments duties consist of the management of the
administration and day-to-day operations of the Institute, of
evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ects, which in concrete rerms includes the managerial accounting,
general affairs, and publicity for projects conducted with govern-
and diverse

ment subsidies for management

research grants,

funds received from the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the Mi
try of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, plus regional
governments, shrines, and emples, etc.; in addition, the building

engineering and maintenance work and disaster prevention mea

sures for various facilities including the Heijo and Fujiwara office

buildings, the TPalace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical

Museum; the international cooperative work for cultural heritage
ervation in China, Kor

pre 1. Cambaodia and other Asian coun-

tries; and the logistics of specialist training for cultural properties

personnel of regional governments and other organizations

Ac present, the

ask of moving into the office build

in the Heija district completed in March 2018, plus the spring
and autumn public lectures for broadcasting the results of the

Institute’s investigations and research, the Tokyo lecture, the pub-

lication of those research resules and the dissemination of infor-

mation through the Institure’s website, the management etc. of

the volunteers who provide explanations at the Imperial Audi-
ence Hall, Suzaku Gate. and the Nara Palace Site Museum of the

Special Historic Site Nara Palace, and so forth. Also, the Depart

ment bears the burden entrusted by the Agency for Cultural Af-
fairs of maintaining the historic environment and facilities within
the Nara Palace and Fujiwara Palace Sites, and administerin
Agency for Cultural Affairs Kitora Tomb M
Man.
Historical National Government Park

the

furals Preservation and

ment Facility set up within the Kitora Area of the Asuka
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Department of Planning and Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is responsible

fr the comprehensive planning and coordination of rescarch

lated projects conducted by the Nara National Rescarch Institute
for Cultral Properties, and for promoting public wilization of
sults. In addition,

the re it fosters the collection and dissemina

tion of inform: N as a ng al center for research related o

cultural properties conservaion, and provides expert cooperation

and advice ro natior nal p..m.; institutions while also

coordinatit he cooperation

furnished in the dr

afting of ,m,‘“,\m for il
for Culrural Affair's |

peration of the

Agency jcct for preserving and utilizing

the murals of the Takamarsuz, wd Kirora tombs, as well as for
the Nara Palace Site Histor ark’s guidance facility, Heijokyu
Izanai-kan, which was opened in March 201 ¢ Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, is one good ex-

nt has five

the planni

Planning and Coordination S 1 s m,‘.sn\mh for

coordination of crain ed at

nal

and s dire
y linking

Institute’s research results with improvements in the level of ar
chaeological ¢

employees of e public instirutions, the

nd culn

avarions conservation

conducted by regional governments and other organizations

throughout the nation.
The Data

Institute’s daral

wd Informartion Section maintains and enhances the

and

ls related to cultu

1se system, and gathers, maintains, and provides

vd

il properties

nternational € rch

speration Section plans joint res

with China and Korea, and operates and manages academic ex

wational cooperation with

1 countries, such as Cambodia and Myanmar

sults of Institute re-
exh

the exhibitions at facilities such as

bition Section distribures the

and att wethods of on

Ipts new

e Museum.

raphy Section is involved in the production, man-

and

agement, elopment of new techne

related to cultural propertics.

for photographs

- BilEX B R

Sl OB D

Preservation Science IV (Fealures.

ne Structu

ral Properties)
cts from a Site

Course, “Practical Training in the Remaval of Fragile A
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The [

Historical Document, the

rument of Cultural Heritage has four sectionss the
Architcerural History, the Cultural
Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Section, through-

our which it conducts specialized and comprehensive rescarch

with regard o culw ials such as historical documents

and other written m: Stor wd rraditional by

cultural landscapes, and archaeological and historical sites plus

@

gardens,

The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research of

historical documents such as books and other written materials
For historical documents, catalogs and photographic records are
being made ar Kofukuji, Yakushii, and other major temples in
Nara and around the Kinki region, and it promores the publica

tion of the works. For other written materials, irems such as draw-

are also inve

ings and woc
The Archi

tectural heritages through investigations of v

tural History Section conducts research on archi-

arious rypes of extant
structures as well as through analyses of archacological features
and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related to ar
chitecrural cultural properties and groups of histaric buildings
The results of these activities are applied to conservation and

restoration of architectural cultural herir: in the country and

the coaperative work for the reconstruction of the Former Im

1s well

perial Aud

Hall compound at the Nara palace site, 4

as cooper: arch for conservation of architectural heritages
The Culrural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re
search on cultural landscapes under the system established for

their protection in 2004, collects and arganizes information on

cultural landscapes raken broadly from both domestic and forcign

fields of view, and through concrere exa

ples of investigations,
conducts collaborative research concerning conservation policy
for culeural landscapes such as the devising of master plans

The Sites Management Research Section conducts research on

the management system for proper conservation of a variety of

arch:

il and historic sites. It promotes utilization of infor

mation by publication and making database of research materials

related to site management activities carried out throughout the

country, and also urilizes this informarion and experience in pro-

ged in site 1

viding cooperation o local governments en

ment. It also caries out investigarion for the history of Japanese

gardens and for conservation and restoration of the historic
dens. For the purposes, it arganizes and publicizes the database

archacologically excavated garden sites
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijo)

The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Heijo)
is engaged in clarifying the remains of the Nara capital site, Ja-

pan’s cighth century capital. Among its activities, the scientific in-

ared § ed

e List as one of the cultural prop-

ace sit de al Historic Site (inse

UNESCO World H.

the Historic Monuments of Ancient Nar.

it

istrulya
cultural project in which Japan can take pride.

The Nara palace is an area set on the northern edge of the Nara
capital and enclosed by a tamped-earth wall, where the imperial
conduct of the business and rites of stare

residence, areas for the

(the | Audience Hall and State Halls Compounds), and

vernment office complexes were gathered

A square

one kilometer on a side, with r\u northern three-quarters of the

castern side extend ets of 50 1o the east
it had an unusual shape without parallel at other ancient capitals
Nara was the second ancient capital following Fujiwara w be

built along a planned city grid, and from the transfer o Nara in

710 uniil the move o1

kain 784, it functioned as the capital

for nearly 75 vears. This was the period of the establishment and

consolidation of the ancient Japanese state based on a formal-

ized system of central authoriry. The capital moved to Heian in
794, and following a failed attempt by Retired Emperor Heizel
ital to Na Nara

ind capital gradually transformed into rice paddy. Wich

to return the o carly in the ni

h century, the

palace

eption of its fo casternmost section Nara no longer
continued ro exist as a city, and traces of the ancient capital were

preserved underground in good condition

During traces left crched in the ground by

are found in grear numbs

plements, coins and other metal products are

tive examples. Wooden tablers for writing (mokkan) in parcicular

eir numbers ex-
nated as the Na-
The Nara

are characteristic artifacts of the

Nara capital

ceed 200,000 items, and one portion is de

tional Treasure “Mokkan Excavated at the Heijo Palace.”

palace is truly a treasure trove of artifacts rivali
Repository (theimperial reasure house), aad is accordingly called

subterranean Shésain.

s these artifacts and fearures,

Processing and analy: extracting

the maximum amount of data and making it public, and presery
the Nara

use, consti

ing the materials in good condition while converrir
palace remains into a historic site for valuable publ
tute important duties for the Department alongside archacologi-

cal excavation. In addition, the Depart

ent is expected to func-

tion as a base of research for historic archacology related w cighth

century Japan.
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding pavement of roof tiles,
Yamadadera temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

“The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from

the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the historic set-

ting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese state, and served
as the political, economic, and cultural cener from the end of
the sixth to the first part of the eighth centuries. Accordingly, a

| remains lie dormant beneath th ound,

hacologi

palaces and the residences of elite families, the

sites of numerous wmples including Asukadera, the oldest clois

tered Buddhist emple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, the
carthen podium of a water clock, and a workshop complex for the
production craft items. Also, in the northern half of this region

lies the Fujiwara capial, built on a

wangular grid spreading out
five kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace,
located in the center of the capital and containing the emperor's
residence, along with halls where ceremonies of state were con-
ducted.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary investi

gations are conducted by the Department with the aim of recon

structing a concrete historic image of the ancient state. In addi

tion to making these results publically available through public
viewings at excavarions, publicarion of research results, exhibi-
tions at its main facility, the Department is also in charge of the

preservation of these sites and urilization for the public benefit

WS &R ®TE
Reconstructed plan of the eastam cloister and main hall, Yamadadara
lemple
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KU ILmRE HESHEF R (EHNS
Hall Compound of the Fujiwara palace: The scale and siructure of the east side's northemn cloister and the north

IEBHOWE k : Ramomy -] RAMOED. HNELOER
ERHLL (Emns
Investigation of Yamadamichi. Left: Pottery and wooden implements of the latter hall of the Kolun period are recovered in large amour
a pond-like feature (from the southeast). Right: In addition o the southem gutter of Yamadamichi, ditches, and pond-like features, pit struct

rom the bottom of

s of the Kofun
pariod are detected (from the northaast)
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Center for Archaeological Operations

The Ce

and developmental rescarch

enter for Archacological Operations conducts analyric

rding various techniques for in-
vestigating buried cultural properties.
The Conscrvation Science Section carries our investigations

and research regarding the conservation of artifacts and features,

with structy

and in particular it develops practical
xaminations
Also,

wing the deterioration of archaeological

rom the material and strucrural

methods rangi

to the preservation and restoration of excavated materials.

for the purpose of diag
features |{um\llu.h\lr\dn.‘m ental research on diagnostic meth-
odologies utilizing earth science techniques, beginning with sur-
veys of preservarion environments.

The Environmental Archacology Section carries our investiga

tions and research aimed at establishing research methodalogies

ding the

econstruction of past en

ronments, In |

in reconstructive re ch of ancient en

it is mainly e

ments based on examinations of floral and faunal remains, and re-

search to clarify the his of the utilization of plant and animal

materials. In addition, it continues to carry out the collect nd

wens that are the

making publicly accessible, of modern day spec

basis of environmental archacological rescarch.

The Dating Section conducts re

ch which applies dendro

nd the histories

chronology ro the fields of archacol

of art and architecture. At present it is particularly involved in the

development of non-destructive methods of dendrochronology

utilizing al ir

vicro-focus CT scanning and dig ng technol-

c‘Alaoy 7 iy carrying trut reseasch for apilying the method of

inferring whether separate artifacts were sourced from the same

arch method in dendrochronology, to the

specimen, a

i
RETLIR T S i P

logical sires.

The Archacological Research Method Section compiles

and makes publicly accessible the Archaeological Site Database,

and conducts research on the technology for investig il-

tural properties plus that for the surveying and prospection of ar-

chae

al sites, in order to enhance the quality of site investiga

tion and research, and the efficiency of archacological excavation

throughout Japan. Addi a new project from the 2014

d in the collection of disaster-re-

fiscal year on, it has been ¢
lated geological data for archacological sites and the compilation
of a darabase of traces of disaster, which it is currently working
towards making publicly accessible

In addition, with cooperation from other departments the

Center provides the latest information to the public regardi

research activities of each of its sections and throughout the Insti-

tute, through regubar publication of the CAO news.
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which was established
d opened in 1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuk:
a Cabinet decision ma

in conjuncti

legislarive measures aimed at preserving the historic fearures of
the Asuka region. The Asuka period
its exhibits, centering on the resuls of inves

d region are the objects of
ions conducted

by the Institute within the Asuka area. In addition to the r

displays there are exhibitions held four times y

¥, and public
lectures and 5o forth have also been held.
falls 1 and 2. Cur-

rently, displays are maincained in Exhibit Hall 1

The regular displays are set up in Exhibic I

on the themes
of palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs, temples, phus the

of the history of th
overed from the remai
izes the start of the Buddhist
period, there are displays of pottery found through excavation
Oka, a
h excavations,

clan, in order to promote knowled,

petiod. Beginning with artifacts re
Asukadera, the temple which symbs

at Amakashi-n d of chan,

s in palaces which have be-

and a model of the fearures of
well known as the locus of a water clock ac-
companying the palace, plus a model reconstruction of the water
clock itself

come clear thr

the Mizuochi site,

For stone objects

along with a stone carving with
male and female images and a stone representation of M. Su
meru, both Important Cultural Properties, displayed within the
museum, there are seplicas of stones in the shape of a tortoise and
monkeys, plus the tortoise-shaped stone basin recovered from the
Sakafuncishi site, placed in the museum's garden to recreate the
atmosphere of the time. For mounded tombs, artifacts recovered
from the Takamatsuzuka omb are exhibited, along with life-size
replicas of the murals of the Kirara tomh on ceramic plates, and a
display of high-definition scanned images of the Takamasuzuka
murals.

Exhibit Hall 2 displays materials recovered from the Yama-
dadera temple site, which have been designared as Important
Cultural Properties, centering on a reconstruction using
ered architectural members of the castern corridor of the temple’s

cloister

ov-

The exhibitions held in the 2017 fiscal year were the Spring
Special Exhibit “Excavating the Fujiwara Capiral: Inve
of Prime Locations in Fujiwara,” the Summer Planned Exhibit
Eighth Photo Contest *The Roads of Asu
ka,” the Autumn Special Exhibit “Excavating the Takamatsuzuka
Tombs: Clarification of the Construction Method.” and the Win
“Arch: Events r
to the special exhibits were also

ations

of submissions to the *

ter Planned Exhibit slogy in Asuka 2017 ed

arried out, such as commemora
tive lecrures and gallery talks, Also, in August the summer vaca-
tion project “Make It! Miniature Bead Pillows™
and was popularly received. In addition, various projects w en-
hance the museun’s appeal were advanced, such as the making of
original museum goods and the renewal of the web site

was conducted,

Additionally, as a project entrusted to it by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs in relation to the conservarion and management
facilities for the Kitora tumulus murals (in the Kitora Tumulus
Mural Experiential Museum Shijin no Yakata, first floor, located
within the Asuka Historical National Government Park), the
Asuka H
and operations, and projects relared to the public display of the
murals. In the 2017 fiscal year the third through sixth public dis-
play events were held, for a total of four such occasions, and in

istorical Museum is conducting the daily administration

periads when the murals were nat open to the public the eshibic
rooms were publicly accessible.
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Mara Palace Sita Museum

Nara Palace Site Museum

The Nara Palace Site Museum opened in 1970, in the norch-
west portion of the palace precinc (ar the site of the ancient m-
perial Stable Bureau), as the public exhibit facility for the palace
site. After wice undergoing subsequent renovation, in April 2010
the interior décor and exhibits saw a toral renewal in conjunction
with the celebration of th to the
Nara capital. As a facility for the public exhibition and display
resules of the Instinue’s excavations and rescarch, the renova
Museum serves as entryway for access from
western side.

Inside the Muscum are six rooms of permanent exhibits, and
one forspecial exhibis. Ac the Information and Guidance Corner
ntrodu

ary of the move

ed

the palace’s north-

a ions of the outlines of the Nara capital and palace.
along with a scale model showing the process from a

cal investigation to site preparation. At the Gove

ace Reconseruction Corners are life-sized dic
nteriors of the pa
ed in the palace precinct. In addition tc
themes the items recoverad in excavations at th
< al sites, the

Recovere:

ace Sites lnvestigarions, [n the
ivities of various sections of
el nw.uum are inroduced. mak
about the links between

Archacology Comner, the
the Center for Arch
ing for pleasurab

- and

crtics.
1 and special exhibitions for the 2017 fiscal year, the
Spring Planned Exhibi ano Phato Exhibic: A Photog;
rapher at the Pioncer Days of Nara NRICP” the summer chil
dren's exhibition “How Delightful? Life ar the Capital,” and the

cultural pre

Aurumn Special Exhibir “A Subterranean Treasure House llu
Nation: ure " Mok ted at the Heijo Palace™ were
Reld. Als; s Janadiy 2018 there was . new spring mini cxhitie
on “Dogs ar the Heijo Capital.” Among these, the * Tazo Nagano
Photo Exhibit” was joinely sponsored with Tezukayama Univer.

sity. and it was possit
Mr

e to display precious photo
d in the

aphs taken by
ations of the

mum\ investi

equipment of
sraphy &
+ exhibirs for children in
sure House in the au
mely fashion.

the day that has been kept in stor
In the future, in addition to th
the summer and on the Su
tumn, it is hoped to hold ¢
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property

The Nara National Research Institu

promotes

for Cultural Properties

a variety of international exchange and cooperative

projects including joint research, exchanges of research personnel

rechnical training, and restoration and preservation projects, and

also provides assistance in programs of international cooperation

wnizations such as the Asia/Pacific Cul-

ntre for UNESCO (ACCU)

The Insticure is currently conducting the following projects: (1)

conducted by other
tural €

of Social Sciences

ajoint investigation with the Chinese Acad

of the ancient urban site of the Northern Wei capital Luoyang; (2)

a joint investigation with the of Henan

Archacological Institute

rovince, China, of the Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of

Gy 3) a joint invest al Insti

wtion with the Archacolog

rute of Liaoning Province relared to the culture of the Former,

Later, and Northern Yan, beginning with artifacts from the La-

-arch on the formartion and

madon (4) comparative e

processes of d pment of ancient Japanese and Korean culture

and exchange of personnel on excavation sites, with the National

Research Institute for Cultural Propertics, Koreas (5) investiga
tive research and preservation projects with APSARA (Authority

for the Protection and Manag

ne of Angkor and the Region

of Siem Reap) on the Angkor archa wup and the

Western Top site, plus personnel development; (G) as a core ex

activity condus fyanmar

o

wd Library

chan, ed rogether with the M

project

Ministry of Cule Religions Deps

Nartional Mu

artment of Archaeology

d at the transfer of archaeo-

al technol as such as methods of excavation and of

ina

muul\.sn artifacts; (7) joint research with England’s Sainsbury

Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures; (8) resea

excha etc., with Taiwan’s Institure

Ag

of History and Philology.

lemia Sinica.

In addition hove, cooperarion is being provided to the

Tokyo National Research Institure for Cultural Properties in the
ials related to cultural

UNESCO

accumulation of information and n

heritage, through a

World H

ivities such as participation in the

e Committee.
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%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@ﬂéﬁfﬁéﬂ Publicizing the Results of

Research Activities

“The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results
through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the Exhibition Room of

Fujiiwara Palace Site, and the Asuka Historical Muscum,

) Every spring and autumn, the Institure also organizes public
WA ONEERET S = :

1R, ¥

7z, AR

lectures in which its researchers present the results of their in-

vestigations and surveys, and once

irly a public lecture is also

held 1, the Asuka Historical Museum also

v Tokyo. In addit
invites specialists, from both within the Institute and from the
ourside, to give lectures in association with special exhibitions of
the museum.

fid % SR AT i, Bk

Upon every major excavation work, the Deparement of Impe-

]2 L BAL T sial. Palace: Sites Ervestigaiions: presens: public ite-viewings for
WA LTIz Y fhoseinenred tn ancient hismry

P WS, [k, . B, AL a— Publicatinis issued by this Tnariie enalking dhese vescarchaiid

%, MR = 2 — A %Ak b 4 survey results publicly available include its academic journal, an-

nual reports, compendia of historical materials and other basic
data, catalogs of exhibitions at the Asuka Historical Museum, and
the CAQ News.

24



ZRYVLERERD— L= Web Site of the Nara National Research
hitps Pwwew asbunkengoly Institute for Cultural Properties

2R OB SE R WL FLIZ X B 230 it
SO BB S SO 2 Lo, W exhibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
RN &5 3 7 L3P, ik
FRELTVWET

T RWHLF-IN—AEMLT, 4
Lo E RS S L b, Aifo—iE
ERMUVEZ PV ELTELTFFALF—F L0
DR LW R BTV E T a portion of its publications placed in a rescarch information re-

The web site provides information on public events such as

s at excavations, plus informarion about

ok ypesnss  and public sire viewi
HHONHS v
the Nara palace site, columns by rescarchers, and so forth.

tion 1o providin ation abour cul-

ties, through 30 datab nd other materials such

efinition digital image

efforts are bein de ar widely

g the Institute’s research results, through full access o

8L, e

pository

i

AR oy TN~
Top page of the Mokkanko (Wooden Tablet Database)

hitp/mokkanka.nabunken go.jpia/

ooy
F 5 & R WERNEAR b TN -
Top page of the Canter for Preservation of Kitora Tumulus Mural Paintings

hitps:/iwww.nabunken.go,jp/shijin/

At ERE2TL

Top Page of the Ancient place name search system

hitpy/chimei.nabunken.go.jp

25
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RAXCMARE #HRn'S
Headquarters Buikding. Training Facilty

ERTE (~FHIOFSAR) Temporary building (in use until the

T630-8577 end of September 2018)
FRMERNERS 2471 247-1 Saki-cho, Nasa Cily, Nara Prefeciure
630-8577 E;
g |5
*F& (FA30%108~) New administration building (in use E éﬂ
T630-B577 starting from October 2018) >
SRMERH S8 201 29-1 Nijo-che, Nara City, Nara Prefecture E i
630-8577 g g
i
TELO742-30-6733 (ft) Fhone: +81-742-30-6733 E e

https://weewnabunken.ga.jp/  hitps:/iwww.nabunken.go jp!

T EITEREEE Z DL

Nara Palace Site Museum and other facilities

THEDREE NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM
o Exhibition room

Auditorium

Small auditorium

STORAGE No.3
SECOND FLOOR
Conservation Science raom
Wooden implements room
Earthanware room
Fool tles room

- % 1E FIRST FLOOR
THENEENSNEEE FED S R Securily reom
Nara Palace Site Museum, Starage lacilities REHPES Conservation Science reom



T ces Rz 7 7 ‘
gﬁﬂ%ﬁu@ﬁuﬂ (ﬂ_'\@.% H%JETEIZ) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)
634-0025 HFEHAZAEI94-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390

94-1, Kinomato-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

fn

" E:

% w1
o ]
gl
0
®
i
i
£
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BERBEGS (RW BREGE) & Wrs

Department of Imparial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujwara)

ﬁféﬁ*ﬂrﬁﬁ Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FREEHAEEEFEHNR U601 Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

RAAREZR FELS
Asuka Historical Museum

i
xan Willts & o A
i S samaniHaar S Priaohslroms (Baarel- Vonhs o
WIMTE  Exhibition room No.3
B W Uty BEEEE
R Storage
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National Treasure “Mokkan Excavated
at the Heijo Palace

In Seprember 2017, the “Mokkan Excavated at the Heijd Palace”
were designated a National Treasure. Discovery of the first mokkan
from the Nara palace site, the starting point for rescarch on wooden
documents in Japan, was made on 24 January 1961. Since then the
numbe mokkan recovered from the palace site has reached more
than 100,000 during the span of over a half century., W
designation is for 3,184 items, not only the many undesignate

the cur-

designation should they be excavated and treated for preservation at
some point in the future. The scholarly value of the Nara palace site,
already 4 Special Historic Site and recognized as World Heritage as
component of “the heritage of the ancient ciry may be
to have received furdher high appraisal as a repos
National Treasure.

‘The mabkan in the current designation as National Treasure are the
following collections from within the Nara palace site: (1) mokban

2003); (2) mokkan from the ilmumi
sector, 1,785 items (provenance:
3) mokkan from m in-

T pastis Cakol Pripet
Domicile northern outer o

ear of initial designation:
iking Office, 568 it
, SD3047, SD3050; y

five locations: [5‘11 iy recove ure SD1250, a gutter
on the northern side of Second Row Street at the southwest corner of
the palace site, 7 items; (5b) mokkan recovered from SD1900, a guwer
n side of the Shimotsumichi road, 9 items; (5¢) mokkan
9, a pit in the southwestern government office sectar of
pllau 16 items; (5d) mokkan recovered from SD2000, a culvert
2 (5¢) mokkan

2 te
of the Imperial Do-

ial Domicile,
\['L‘_UC]. du eastern Great Ditch

s

The current designation thus combines four previously designated
Important Cultural Property collections, and adds a Gfth group of tan-
gible cultural properties (previously undesignated), which are collec-
tively named a National Treasure.

In addit planation signboard has been scr up by the Agen-
oy for Cultural Affiss at the site of the feature (SK219) where the
frst motkan was discovered at the Nara palace sie. Farthe

asure mokkan stored in
ia wood.

h:mn| Yn\n\-r m[h a mmil .d the: munul

a drawer from a special chest made of paulow

‘Fﬁgﬁ&txﬁwl'ﬁﬁi‘hﬁfsmfﬁﬂuFﬁ‘cm(\,\
Makkan hand towel made to of

FAEFREOTHES | SA% (MF) HtbOmBiE

mokkan recovered from the Heijd Palace as a Nallcﬂa\ Treasure

signboard set up by the Agency for Gullural Aftairs at
the recovery site of the first mokkan discovered at the Nara palace
site, a National Treasure
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Maps of the Nara and
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas

% E‘ﬂﬂ B Nare
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Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

EEES H
Department of Planning and !’
Coordination |
S i

Department of Cultural Heritage

EBSEIMBERE (i)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

BEM ety 5 —

Center for Archasological

Operations

BRI P - T OME RS
9B, FO &Ll RS AR
R B, A K SO RER
PR AL, W FHE Y 5,
Excavates the Nara palace and capital
sites of the eighth century; investigates
original historic sources and architectural
history; gives advices 1o local authorities
in charge of excavarions; tains local
archacologists.

EE@B Fujiwara Area
HAREEES AR - BRYE)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

6+ 7 i O ET WL AT B OB
T TRMETET B,

Excavates the sites of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other
parts of the capital of the sisch and

seventh centuries.

REHMEE Asuka Area
REEEE

Asuka Historical Museum

67 fiti (RIS D R I B
THEEN

Exhibits archacological discoveries of

the sixth and seventh centurics in the
Asuka arca
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Excavation Site Exhibition Hall
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Imperial Site Asuka Historical Museum
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FIERELE  Map of the Nara Capital Site

L :
R RN »
[
| . Hf"""@ﬂf‘- }! dnThus
i f
E [
3. 7N
1R " =
E- sl I
& r/’// ;
, 1% ot | ﬁ
L :" £ ] E "
‘IR DL IR U
::‘" i ;
VAR IV K ; g
*f”l\% i % g
; : H \ﬁ § :

70



BEERELE  Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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K Chronological Table

BiE

538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

Wadd Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
RESSWED0C HERBRKSe

Taiho code put in
KB E
Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

B0 L SR R o

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthraned
BVRKETAE R

AsukaKiyomihara Code enacted

RUERE PR ERE R

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and ofticial istoric chronicles begins
BEUEHHOHEERN OG0

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula

RHABFEHENE | e

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyominara palace

HE SRLE N LKEKEARER BNV EH 0
First census register compiled

BOSMILE (HE-4HHE) wOhve

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakuson ko
M - e ORHVELECe

Taika Reform declarad

KEFRSHEM TP

Prince Nakano O assassinales Soga no lruka
FRRUDOAER<ENEE R (NLSK)
Construction of Yamadadera temple begins

JEfrROvOoESe

First delegation sent toTang China

#—DeMmimiixm

Tang Dynasty defaats Sui

HRE R o

Ono no Imoka sent to Sul China; construction of Haryuji temple bagins
SEENREVER PR  HEPY OV OoRS0
Sakatadera temple erected

BHR OV

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated

HH- DS e

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SREHLNNR

Prince Umayado (Prince Shoioku) oversees politics

EILH (SH#KMN) 2EEY NSV

Empress Suiko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

SHKHEHEHURE 00
EREENE | o

Canstruction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins
HMEH (RER) ¥OVOoRSe
Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

DR 0IFAELIe

Historic memorial (vear of birth/death)

BAEAY (£a%)

B = (-557) Mononobe no Moriva R RMFCE) 80 v Unako
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Abandonad Nara capital faverts 1o rice paddies by this time
OB BIHECHE S W XH e

Ratired Emparor Heizel dies.

B EKHKHRE e

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace

BB KUK IR B BHE L pre

Capital moves to Helan

BB LR R o

Capital moves 1o Nagaoka

BERLR YR

An Lushan's rebeliion breaks out in Tang

HUBHEISRRRNR

Yobai Palace completed

BENLIRE e

Priest Dokyd falls from power

LR AKE e

Fujiwara no Nakamaro's reballion oceurs; production of one million minialure pagodas started
ErEEeR mIREKNvoRee

Yor6 code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramara's uprising occurs; Nara palace remodeled
FWEERED EHENEISK HENCHE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin} arrives from Tang

HLOHEBKDO R

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple.

KRN KICERERLBIBLRR

Capial roturns to Nara

SREERLIYR

Capital moves to Naniwa

BRENRVPR

Shigaraki Palace erected

SR OV R

Government orders the erection of provincial temples

HRiFS#HMKLQ

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
EEESRRIe Ll
Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimard,etc.) die
HREQKRE EEEIE0 T RERERH 0w

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treasen

BEHE MG

Emperor Shomu anthroned

HEKMKLREEH R

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

O ERRIRE L0

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
H#RERREre BHUMERELRED e

Capital moves to Nara

BERUR R D

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864
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ﬁﬁ?fiﬂ_.’ Location

SRR FTE (2018F108~)
Institute Headquarters
630-8577 SRH_%E]2-9-1
FRiddds EEN Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730

ARAEIE Tel0742-30-6763 Fax.0742-30-68750
EEENE wiARs SEEHery-—

Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730

NERENEAS (TEEX) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax0742-30-6830
2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan

HR—L~—I https://www.nabunken.go.ip

EREFIRAESD (RS - BRI

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 MEHAZHE 94-1
Tel0744-24-1122 - Fax.0744-21-6390
84-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0026 Japan

REEHE
Asuka Histarical Museum

£634-0102 FRMATHEHSHHRALE01
Tel0744-54-3561 ~ Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

Hi—L~— https://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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Narional Treasure “Mokkan Excavared ar the Heijé Palace

Protected by groundwater from the advance of
crosion and just barcly surviving, fragile mokban
(wooden documents) are kept soaked in water when
first recovered, but ultimately are processed w pre-
pare them for preservation for the future. However,
as they are sensitive to changes in temperature and
humidity even after conservation, at the Institute
they are kept in storage in an environment of around
20 °C remperature and 60% humidiry, and stored in
chests or hoxes of paulownia wood, which is superior
for preservation

The photo shows seven iems, placed in 1 paulow-
nia box, from the group of mokkan designa
eptember 2017. From the right is
mple requisition mokkan™ (the ¢ first
mokkan registered Enr the Nara palac
tags for sale from the ancient prov
hmnnl, the same message bur of differer
work summons from the Sake-making Office, lhl
scroll axle of a register of goods bestowed from the
Imperial Domicile (1o )) and a label fo
seaweed (bottom), an ©
the ancient province of Tanbs,
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