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SUMMARY

Kesennuma City is located at the northeast agi Prefecture, along the Pacific coast,
neighboring Iwate Prefecture to its north. A rias coastline extends north-south from Aomori to Iwate to
Miyagi Prefectures, and the part where Kesennuma is located, called the Sanriku Coast, is particularly

deeply indented, with alternating narrow harbors and peninsulas making the coastline resemble tree-
branches. This area has historically been prone to the ravages of tsunamis.

The Great East Japan Earthquake which occurred on March 11, 2011 caused a massive tsunami which
reached the eastern coast of Japan, including Kesennuma City. The city was catastrophically damaged,
especially near the coast. Approximately 16,000 homes were destroyed, 9.000 households were

affected, and 1,200 lives were lost. There are larg ale development works underway in Kesennuma
today, towards recovery and reconstruction, including the rebuilding of homes by individuals,
communal relocation to higher elevations, and the rebuilding of commercial and industrial facilities
and infrastructure. To ensure that the accompanying buried cultural properties excavation surveys and

assessments are conducted with necessary speed, Kesennuma has welcomed assistance from local

governments across Japan in the form of temporary assignments of specialist staff for this purpose.

This volume is a report of the buried cultural properties survey conducted as part of the reconstruction
cffort in fiscal year 2014. This is the first report from the administrative unit Motoyoshi Town, which
has been formed on September 1, 2009 by municipal merger.

The site of Mukaitate-Ato, reported in this volume, is located on a gentle hill about one kilometer
inland from the coast, with great views of the Pacific Ocean. The site was understood as the former
residence of Onodera Kunai, who was the Oo-Kimoiri (the top local official from the farmer (peasant)

class overseeing several villages) in the carly Edo period. The survey confirmed this through the
excavation of features and artifacts dating to the late 17th to early 18th centuries. A Kvo-Zuka (mound
where Buddhist scriptures were buried) was newly discovered, with inscr ns on the accompanying
monument noting its construction by Onodera Kunai in 1679: this feature will be preserved in sit. due
to its historical significance.

Additionally, features and artifacts from End Incip it periods
have been identified. It was unknown until this excavation survey that Mukaitate-Ato was occupied
transitionally in the final stages of the Incipient Jomon period and for a certain period of time in the
carly part of the Late Jomon period, and thus these findings are highly significant. Features including
pit houses from the Jomon period were unfortunately unidentifiable, likely erased by construction in
later periods, but artifacts were found in a debris deposit within a shallow valley, giving a glimpse of
life in the Jomon. Characteristic pottery and stone tools were identified, and while being a relatively
n was sourced from outside the Prefecture,

t Jomon, Early Late Jomon, and Anci

small occupational site, its obsi
This volume thus constitutes a significant addition to the historical record of Kesennuma, where buried
cultural property surveys have rarely taken place. It indicates that perhaps a rich archacological record
remains to be discovered here. It is the author’s hope that this volume will, together with the many

other volumes coming out from the reconstruction effort, sheds light on the early history of this region.
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