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Report on a Jar Burial Site of the Middle Yayoi Period in Urae Sites

The burial Jars have wide distributions in northern Kyusyu in the Yayoi period. Up to
now, more than 25,000 burial jars have been found. This document is a report of a
cemetery, excavated in Urae(M{L)site in 2002.

This site is situated in the Sawara plain(¥ R ¥¥f) west-side of Fukuoka City, and
located on the river terrace near the middle reaches of Muromi ((R/Il) River and
about 40 meters above the sea.

Though the north-side of cemetery was encroached by a valley, it still consisted of 28
burial jars. The types of burial jars are dated to latter half of Middle Yayoi period (c. 1st
century B.C. - 1st century A.D.). The jar burials were surrounded by a kind of moat,
and a passage was connected at the southwest corner of the burial precinct. As we
regarded a dead person of burial jar no.13 as like a dominant person by the position
and structure of burial precinct, we attempted to restore the cemetery to its original
condition. The scale of the burial precinet is a mound 13 by 21 meters. While the
surface of burial mound was planed by cultivation, original level of the mound is thought
1o be about one meter higher at least.

Since cemetery consists of several sequences of burials, many burials were situated

north and south, so the directions of the burials were almost common. In and around the
burials, we could not find offerings including accessories, and have no data about
characteristic form and quality of dead persons. Just a bit of cinnabar was found in
burial jar no.13.
There were no burials around the southwest corner of the precinct, so the space might
be used as mortuary ceremony. Most potteries were found from south and east side
moat. Main vessel shapes are jar with wide mouth, pedestal, bowls with tall foot. They
are painted by red oxide of iron.

However many cemetery has been excavated in Sawara plain, such a case as jar
burials were surrounded by moat is very rare. Now we cannot clearly interpret a
character of agglomerated jar burials separated by moat, various problems to be solved
are still left. We hope this report contributes to studying social relationships in
prehistoric Japan. At the end of this report, we appreciate advises and aids by many

organizations and persons.

Key words: the Middle Yayoi period; jar burial; burial precinct; Northern Kyusyu.
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Jar Burials in URAE Sites

Result of the fifth excavation
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