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Sasai Sites VI: 10" campaign of the excavation

Fukugka city, which is loeated in the northern region of Kyushu, has played an important role in Japanesc history as
an entrance to accept enlture, men and things from the Asian cantinent.

Fukuoka Airport as a gateway of Modern times need a new facility duc to rapid increased air traffics; therefore, the
rescuer excavations of the Sasai sites was carried out before development.

The Sasai sites are situated at a low terrace on Lhe east bank of Mikasa River, and the area including the Sasai sites
is known to the oldest one for Lhe rice cultivation in Japan. Near the sitos ineluding Lhe ltazike site, important sites
of Lhe Yayoi period have been found. As a rosult, tho excavation of the Sasai sites was expected to came to light the

1 and rice cultivation of the beginning of the Yayoi period,

The excavations of 1991 through 1998 lasted the thirteen campuigns, and during the campaigns archaeological
remains and artifacts belonging to the early Yayoi period (4% century B.C.) through tho late Heian period (11* cen-
tury A.D.) were uncarthed. The Sasai sites helped ro bring us the important archaeological finds and results.

This is the roport of the 10% campaign remains belonging to the T through IV phase were excavat-
ed.

I phase belongs to rice fields of the % through 10° century, and the field were nmly- planed in rectangular shape.
Uncarthed objects and the orientation of the plan indicato the plan based on the Jyari-se system, but the fields wore
destroyed by flood and covered with thick layer of sund.

11 phase belongs to the seillement of the late Yayol through the carly Kofun period ( 3 through 4 century AD.).
Pit-dwellings and wells were found, and many piled eurthenwares (n holes seem to be used for religious ceremonies.
These remains and objects can help to imagine not only daily life, religious attitude, but also tools of thase days.

1 phase belongs to the settlement of the Early Yavoi through the first half of the Middle Yayoi period (3~ through
1 cantury B.C.). Pit-dwellings, pits, tombs, and holluws were found. Above all. human bones survived in three tombs.

Human bones show a custom of Jomon period such as extracting teeth, and we can see a transilional state to a new
area, the Yagoi period. Many animal and fish bones, and carbonized rice grains found in the pits and doposil ean
assume not only the eircumstance of food of those days, but also the extent where people moved around and economi-
cal activities.

IV phase belongs a rircular ditch of two metors in dismeter. This seems o be a foundation of a small barn to keep
pigs. In order to make sure the assumption, scientific analyses of animal bones and soil were carried out. These
resulis appear in the supplement.
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Results of the 10th excavation of the Sasai sites

SASAI 7
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