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Summary

Yoshitake Site is located on the alluvial fan (20 ~ 30m above the sea), which was formed on
the middle river terrace of The Muromi River made of sand and pebble layers, spreading from
Mt [imori in the Sawara plane, western part of Fukuoka City, Kyushu. The Sawara plane is
circumseribed both sides by high hills and front by IHakata bay. The site is situated at 130
degrees 19minutes llseconds of east longitude and 33degrees 3Zminutes 10seconds of north
latitude. Yoshitake site is famous for a discovery of mound burial thought as "King grave” of
this area with abundant mortuary goods dated from Early to Middle stage of Yayoi period. In
addition, thousands of burial jars and big pillar buildings of Yayoi period, a keyhole tomb and
many tombs of Kofun period, and a ruined temple of Ancient time were discovered. This area
had been an important place from Yayoi period to Middle Ages in the Sawara plane.

During the 1985 excavation season at the time of the excavation of ruined temple arca, a
paleolithic flake made of andesite was noted witnin a clay loam paleosol that represents an
arbilrary land surface of our excavation. Therefor, some new excavation pits were prepared
and excavated for 10days from 19th November to 5 th December in 1985. This excavation
revealed the presence of cultural struta belonging to Micro-blade Tradition, a final Upper
Paleolithic in Japan. A total of 30 of the cultural deposits has been excavated, including a
contiguous block of 2 mi.

These excavations cover full of the cultural layer in site area. Tools and worked stonc items
were piece-plotted. And the excavation units were dug by five centimeter arbitrary levels, The
strata were separated into 5 . Among them much remains were contained in the 3 layer, and
some were in the 1 or the 2 layer. About 630 pieces of remains have been recovered from the
cultural strata:87 micro-blades, 20 micro-cores, 1 spall, 6 micro-blade spalls, 7 scrapers, 8
cores, 4 used flakes, 257 flakes and 225 chips. The raw material used in the asscmblage are
obsidians derived from Hario, Kamidoigyo, northwestern Nagasaki prefecture and andesites
from Ogi, central Saga prefecture. Generally Kamidoigyo obsidian is nol common in the
assemblage belong to Micro-blade Tradition in Northwestern Kyushu.

Of the 624 fragments identified 123 (20 percent) have been successfully conjoined. The often
short distance separaling refitted picces (maximum 4.5m spatially, 30cm vertically) and the
distribution patterns of the same stone blocks suggest that this cultural deposit have sullered
minimal post-cecupational disturbance and they were formed synchronously.

Density of chipped stone debris in cultural strata suggests the presence of four distinet
dense areas named “A=B+CeD block”. A and B block are located at the northern half of 1 pit
and C and D arc at southern half. A and B black are dominated by micro-cores and by-products
associated with micro-blades production. C and D block are dominated by cores, scrapers and
their by-products. They mean that therc might be distinction on the space utilizalion in the site.
The northern half area might be utilized as micro-blade production spot and southern half
area was as the butchering area or instruments repairing area, such as grooved bone javelins.
According to the analysis of same stone blocks concerning to micro-blade production, it have
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became clear that 4 ~ 5 pieces raw materials as a pebble, 3 ~5 pieces asa flake, 1~ 2 pieces
micro-cores and § pieces micro-blades were brought into this site from the previcus occupation
and 182 pieces micro-blades were produced at this place. Thinking over the degree of consump-
tion of micro-cores, the number of micro-blades produced in this site may incresse the number
by L.5 times, With the amount of micro-blades 12 pieces javclins and 3 knives could be made
converting into Siberian Metholithic grooved bone shafts. As the results of refitting study, it
shows that a rclative frequency of “ghosts” and “orphans” (Mowow 1996) of artifacts within the
lithic assembiage is high and that accumulations of refuse in secondary contexts are absent here.
The former are artifacts that has been transported to the subsequent occupation site
and the later are them that has been bought into a habitation site from previous occupation.
Additionally the number of artifact concenlration, suggesting the rough estimation of 4 or5,
less than 10, for the number of man habitants and a limited number of artifacls confirm the
expectation that hunters utilized this location in shori-term occupation for a hunting camp
during seasonal mobility.

Regarding to manufacturing technique of micro-blades, we have noticed that two type
micro-cores, “Sctouchi Type” and “NodakesYasumiba Type”, that have been interpreted as
products with another techniques each other were produced by ome technical process, The
original technical unit made of unique raw materials has not known so far in Northwestern
Kyushu, Therefor we will advocate naming the original techno-type “Yoshitake techno-type”
and leave anlicipation of the date or the traditional means unsolved until a further comparalive
study of micro-blade technique would be successful,
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