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THE EXCAVATIONS OF THE DAISHIYAMA KOFUN
ANCIENT TOMB AND DAISHIYAMA RELAINS

(1) THE DAISHIYAMA KOFUN ANCIENT TOMB

[. A brief Report on the Progress of the Investigations

The Daishiyama Kofun is located on a hill. popululy called Daishivama, at Mikkaichi-cho,
Kawachi-Nagano-shi, Osaka Prefecture,

Formerly there was a temple building in a pine grove on Daishiyama Hilland in the Sth
vear of Showa (1930, when the temple precincts were expanded, a ‘Kofun’ (an ancient sepul-
chral mound) was accidentally discovered, and some burial accessories were excavated. Hence
the place was named the Daishivema Kofun. Many of those remais unearthed at the time
were such stone-made articles as ‘ishigushiro’ (stone armlets), ‘sharinseki’ (wheelshaped stone
bracelets), and so on.  Thus the tomb, as one of the typicsl oldstyle tomb, has become the
objeet of public attenticn in academic circles,

The ‘mound’ (covering earth laid on the mound), however, had already been scraped off
and the place itself showed nothing of its former shape as an ancient tomb. Thus after the
completion of the investigation, a monument wus erected at the point where the main part of
the tomb was supposed to have been, and by means of this, the site of the ancient tomb had
been marked. It was only to such an extent that the site of the Kofun had been generally
known. Quite recently, however. the wooded land close to the tomb was purchased by the
Nissei Real Estste Company Limited and lafer the neighboring land was proposed as the site
for the integrated junior high school of KawachiNagano City,

The Social Education Section of the KawachiNagme City Doard of Education, which is
in charge of the administration of cultural properties, was worried, irresolute as to whether
the land in question should be preserved or developed. They continued negotiations with the
real estate company asking them to take care so that the site might not be destroyed without
any consideration. On the other hand, the Sacial Education Section discussed the matter with
the authorities concerned suc has the Agency for Cultural Affuirs, the Oska Prefecture Board
of Education. As a result, it was decided for the remaining lind to be excavated and surve-
ved Thus the investigation was carried out with the cooperation of the Archaeology Seminar
of the Faculty of Letters of Kansai University, The result was that some matters which had
so far been indistinct became clear at last. We believe we huve been able to contribute our
small efforts to academic circles.  We would like to make a summarizod report of the inve-

8 here.

2. The Geographical Position

The Daishivame Kofun is located on o hill nbout 200 meters above sca level. The hill
branches off to the west from the Kongo Mountiin Range and is sbout 500 meters to the emst
of Mikkaichi Station on tne ‘Nankai Railways' Koya Line.

The western side of this hill is steep, sloping down to the right bank of the Ishikuwa
River. The north western side of the hilliop commands o fine view of the valley of the Ishik-
awa River and on fine days the distant view of the Rokko Range and Awajishima Tsland can
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obtained beyond Osaka Bay. Thus the prospect from the hill s superb.

The Ishikawa River, which fellows a winding course at the foot of the hill, joins the
Iwami, Amami, Kagata, and Tokamuku Rivers and flows to the north through the City of
Tondabeysshi emptying into the Yamato River in the end.

These rivers are badly washed out by the water and they form ravines everywhere to the
south of Mikkaichi-cho. The ravines are V-shaped and present a topography characteristic of
the so-called “Prime of Life” mountain district

The Doishiyama Kofun is located on ore of the hills facing the Ishikawa River.

3. The Historical Surroundings

As notable prebistoric relics in the valley of the Ishikawa River, such relics ag Kowu, Ni-
shigori, Kishi aud so on may be mentioned. In the middle of the Kofun period (Tumulus
Age), the Furvichi Kofun Group was constructed with the laggest Ojin Movsoleum as the cen.
tral figore, und sround the group was eonstrocted the Tamateyama Kofun Group, which belangs
to the beginning of the Tumulus Age and consists of more than 1§ mounds. And the Takeya-
ma Kofun Group was built on 2 hilly district to the northeast of the aforesaid Tamateyama
Kofun.

In the upriver district of the Ishikawa River, the follawing 'kofun' are located: the Nabeeu.
ka Kofun, from which were excavated stone-made imitations ss well as ‘tanko’ (shorter-sized
armors), Kawanishi Kofun, and Manai Kofun, which is located on the ather side of the Nabe-
wka Kofun scross the Ishikawa River. T'wo bronze mirrors were excavated from the Mansi
Kofun. In addition to these mounds, there ¢ a unique "soen-fun’ (a double circular mound) called
Kanayama Kofun, The Daishivama Kofun is in the upriver region of the Ishikawa River apart
from those 'Kofun' groups.

Judging from its surrounding relics and "kofun’ groups, the Ishikawa Valley should be rega
rded 82 a noteworthy region in ancient history, and particularly the Daishiyama Kofun, with
its many stone articles a8 well as many brunze mirrors unenrthed at the time of the aforesaid
construction work, has an important meaning from an archaeological point of view.

4. The Results of the Investigation in [930

Tn the 5th year of Showa (1930). quite a few burial accessories were discovered at the
commonly called Daishiyama Kofun and an investigation into part of the tomb was conducted.

According to the report of the survey made at that time. the shape of the mound was
supposed to have been an ‘empun’ (a hemi-spherical mound), and the main burial port to have
been made up of ‘nendo kaku' (a box of clay encasing a coffin). Some fragments of wooden
coffins were unearthed from the 'kaku. The following are the list of the remains excavated
at the time,

A Bosei Naiko Kamon Kyo | Unit (15.5¢a in dismeter)
(bronze mirrar)

Jasper-made Tlollowed Beads § Units

Jasper-made Kuwagata-ishi 1 Unit
(hoe-shaped stone)

Jasper-made Sharim-seki 16 Units
(wheel.shuped stone bracelets)

Jasper-made Ishigushiro 13 Units
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(stane armlets)

Jasper-made Spindle-shaped Wheels 4 Units

Tron Swords 10 Fragments (equal to
3 units)

Chokuto | Fragment

(straight sword)

Fragments of Wooder Coffins

‘The above-mentioned relics are at present preserved in the Tokyo National Museum

Owing to the fact that the excivation of the 'kofun' and burial accessories Was. as it
were, made accidenta]ly there still remsin « lot of obscure points concerning the escavation
conducted in the past. However, the discovery of such a large number of stone articles was
unprecedented,  About ) articles of 'sharinseki’ snd ‘ishigushiro', and fragments of wooden
coffing were encased in a concrete box. Then the box was buried about the middle of the rear
part of the circular mound and then was covered with concrete, which walled pieces of rocks.

A monument was crected sbove the place.

5. The Present Investigation

{A) The Shape of the Mound

It is said that about |00 years ago the very top of the Daishiyamo Kofun was leveled by
local inhabitants to make  pleasure ground for cherry blossom viewing aed for dancing enter.
tainment. The earth scraped off at that time was dumped towards the skirts of the mound
end then again about [ years later, it is said, reajustment of the land was carried cut. Again
in the 5t year of Showa (J930). @ piece of construction work was dane, resulting in the ese-
avation of the articles similar to the above mentioned relics. At least the mound was leveled
more thun three times. For that reason the top of the mound became level, which made the

externsl form the more indistjnct.

‘However, the present sctual survey of the external form showed great possibilities of the
mound having been a ‘zempo koen fun’ (keyhale-shaped mound), wlthough the site itself has
come to look quite different from what it used to be.

The present survey was begun with a close investigation of the black soil of organic quality
which showed ltself at the trench walls made at the time of a confirmation survey conducted
by the Board of Education of Oska Prefecture. This survey disclosed the fact that the strata
above the black soil consisted of both the piled earth which had been dumped when the mound
was setaped off the top and the original earth und that the black stratum was the surface of
the former mound. And ss a result of measuring the black stratum which was revealed in quite
a few trenches, it was made clear that the mound was better shaped ‘zempo koen fun’ than that
which the survey map drawn by measuring showed dbefore the present investigation. On the
assumption that the original form of the Daishiyama Kofun had been a keyhole-shpaed mound,
the fact remains that after the several pieces of construction work the earth laid around the
narrow part of the mound toward the southern slope of the central part of the rear part of
the rourd mound, became thinner. In addition to that, on the back side of the round mound,
that is on the western side of this mound, the eorth laid on it was very little.  As a result,
it is ressonsble to e that the Daishiyama Kofun wes a keyholeshaped mound having the
principal axis approximaiely from east to west with & total length of about §) meters.
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(B) The Structure of the Main Body

Judging from the fact that the stone articles as well as ‘nendo kaku' (a clay coifin casing)
and red pigments have been unearthed from the earth loid on the southern slope of the rear round
mound, in addition to the fragments of wooden coffins uncarthed in |930, it seems very probable
that the center of the rear round mourd with the clay coffin casing in it was the main body
for burial.

(C) The Unearthed Relics

The relics unearthed in the present excavation survey are as follows,
{a) Inside the concrete coffer in the center of the rear round mound. (Those buried again
in 1930.)

Ishigushiro 6 Fragmens

(stone armlets) (more than 3 units)
Sharinseki 16 Fragments

(wheel shaped stone bracelets) (more than § units)

Fragments of Wooden Coffins
(b} From the hesp made of the piled earth on the southern slope of the rear round mound.

TIshigushiro 20 Fragments
Sharinseki 5 Fragments
Kudatama 1 Unit
(holloed beads)
Haniwa Sevéral Fragments
(clay images)
Red Pigments

(Mainly from the site where stone articles were unearthed. ard from several places
on its borders.)
(¢ From the heap made of the piled earth on the northern slope of the rear round mound.
Haniwa Several Fragments

() THE DAISHIYAMA REMAINS

1. The Progress of the Investigation

During the investigation of the Daishiyama Kofun conducted since October. 1959, Yayoi-
type carthen vessels were unearthed from he foot of the tentativly pamed J site. Also some
Yayoitype curthen vessels were donated by local people who had coilected them before. Based
on thess facts it was supposed that Yayoitype rlics might also be found on the top of the
Daishiyama Hills, but no remains of the Yayoi Period were found.

But in February. in the 45th year of Showa (1970), when the survey of the distribution of
relics around the Dnishiyama Hills was performed a cropping out of the stratum contzining

Yayoi-type earthen vessels was ascertained ai several spots on the roads made for construction
work and so sfter consulting with the Board of Education of Kawachi-Nagano City and Nissei
Fudosn Real Estate Co. id. an excavation survey was conducted from March Znd for about

two months.
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The area surveyed then was the hill which extends from east to west including the Duishi-
yama Kofun and ] site. A trench was dug especially at the J site where many strata containing
Yayoi-type vessels were found extending to the E Site, As n result, from the northwestern
foot of the J site and E Site, o 'tateanashiki jukyo' (dugout) of the later Yayoitype was
found and from the C and D Site three kilns were detected.  However, no other relics were
found on the hill as the surface had been scraped off to construct & road. On the other hand,
when a trench was dug on the slope from where relics were supposed to issue a lot of Yayoi-
type earthen vessels were unearthed from the discharged earth and at the mme time peculiar
remains resembling kilns were detected from the C and D Sites,

2. The Remaining Structure

(A) The Ancient Housing Sites
The % | Housing Site

The site is located on the level ground of the ridge lying from esst to west and is supposed
to have been a circular "tateana-shiki jukyo' (dugout) (sbout 9 meters in diameter). Oaly one
quirter of the site has remained 1o this day, having been destroyed by a road built for const-
ruction work on the north and by a ditch-like structurc on the east side. This quarter having
been Kitchen gardens until quite recently, top part of the ancient housing site was scraped off,
and the side walls peculiar to "tatesnu-shiki jukyo’ (dugout) were not discovered, and only by
means of the surrounding ditches (about |5 centimeters in width and about | centimeters in
depth), its structure was disclosed. There were eleven pits within the ancient housing site.
A pit with a pile of ashes was discovered at the spot supposed to be the ceatral part of the site.
Also on the southern side, part of the burnt ground was discovered. Two ‘Kame' (earthenware
jars) which are supposed to be Kinai Yayoi-type Pottery of No.5 Style have been unearthed
from the ancient housing site. This fact probably shows that the Mo | Housing Site belonged
the above-mentioned period.

On the esstern side Usshaped ditehelike remnins, about 2 meters in width and about 40 centi.
meters in depth, extend from north to south snd from the ditch one flint arrowhead of Yayoi-
type and a few fragments of earthenware have been unesrthed,

The Na 2 Housing Site

The M 2 Housing Site was also scraped off on the surface to a grest extent chiefly as a
result of cultivation.  Also large holes which are supposed to huve been made in later days,
were bored. This made it impossible to grasp the site as a whole. Especially on the north
western side, even pits could not be detected.

The side walls of the ancient housing site were discovered on the southern side. They
rather fooked like round walls and the site is supposed to have been a square ‘tateanashiki
jukyo' (dugouts) (about 9.5 meters in diameter). FPart of the diteh-like remains were dis
covered from under the side walis. Whether the ditch-like site was part of the surrounding
ditches which encircled the bouses or the remaining old site of the houses when they were
enlorged or reconsiructed, is now under investigstion. Although their organic combination is
hord to be ascertained, pits were found and they remained quite close to each other, which
fact shows that the the houses were rebuilt and repaired repeatedly. A few {ragments which
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are regarded as Yavoi.type earthenware were upearthed.
Although the time of building the ancient houses is not clear, considering all the circum-

stances it may be proper to think that it belongs to the period of the Kinsi No, 5 style.

(B) The Peculiar Kiln-like Ancient Sites

The sites were detected on the northern slope of the front square part of the same kofun,
on the northesstern slape of C Site, on the hill of the D Site, and on the eastern slope of the
same site. Excepting the fact that the site on the northeastern slope of the D Site was square,
all the others were round or oval, all of which having @ diameter of about one meter and a
depth of 30 to 50 centimeters. and the surrounding walls all looked reddish brown after having
been burnt. Inside were piled layers of ashes but no relics or bumnt sail was ascertained on
the bottom. The charaters are not clear.

(C) The Sites of Kilns

One from the western foot of the res

ng hill at the D Site eed two from the eastern
foot of the same site, were detected.  All of them are semiunderground flat kilns with a
length of two to three meters and a width of about one meter. Funnels were also found,
but no ash piles remained. No relics were unearthed from inside the kilns, either. For these
reasons, the time of their conslruction sre not clear.  But. thelr characters might have been
charcoal kilns. In addition ta these, three kilns were detected from the place facing the valley
on the northern tip of the Daishiysms Mountain Mass. However, us the construction work for
housing lots was then under way, no further investigations were made other than taking some
pictures.

(D) The Unearthed Relics

Yayoi earthen vessels such os ‘tsubo’ (pots). “kame, (jars) were unearthed from the Ny |
Houstng Site and an iron arrowhead, ‘tataki-ishi' (stone implements to crush things), concave
stones, and also Yayoi were such us ‘tsubo’ (pots), 'kame' (jars), and s0 on. were wnearthed
from the Y 2 Housing Site. However, the surface having been scraped of/, most of the ware
wis supposed to have disippeared and so those remained were small in quantity. However, lots
of Ya ware such a5 pots. jars, long-necked pots, "takatsuki' (small onelegged tables), ‘teabu-
rigats doki’ (hand-warmerlike earthcawsre), nd so forth were unearthed froma mong the
piled earth on the slopes of the C and D Sites.  Most of those earthen vessels are of the Ka.
rako Na 5 Type. Fragmeats of ‘sueki’ (carthen vessels). ‘gaki’ (unglozed pottery’. haji’ (ung-
lazed plates), and so on, have been unearthed from the J Site.

(1) SUMMARY

The existance of the Daishiyama Kofun has widely been known since the excavation of
its 'naiko kamon kyo' (bronse mirrors), ‘sharinseki’ ( wheelshaped stone bracelets),' ishigushiro’
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(stone armlets), and so on in the 5th year of Showa (]330}, but most of the piled earth had
been already scraped off at that time.  The present survey was carried out before the sche-
duled construction work and s a result it was almost confirmed through the trench survey
that this ancient mound which had been regarded as a rousd mound so far, Was a 'zempo koen
fun” (keyhole-shaped mound) constructed on a

And the number of the stone-made burinl
accessories has increased greatly with an addition of these newly excavated adticles.  Bosides,
Yayoi type carthenware vessels were scattered on the hills around the Daishiyema Kofun, and
by excavating those parts ancient sites such as housing lots and part of the ditches and  kilns
und s0 on were detected, although their remains were very few, These excavated relics are
Kinai N5 Type Yayoi carthenware. Great importance has been attached recently 1o the forms
of upland villages and their backgrounds. The Daishiyams Relics, judging from its conditions
of location, assumes the aspect of an upland village and can be said that they have prescated
new materials as a tesult of the present excavation. Such matters have to be studie

in future
referring 1o an incteasing number of similar matericls. Furthermore, the connection between
the old mounds which are supposed to have been constructed in the fourth century and the
ancient housing sites of the later Yayoi Period, is a new subject to be studied.
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