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Chohaji-Minamibara Investigations in the Framework
of the Kofun Period Archacology: an English Summary

SASAKI Ken'ichi

This comprehensive report summarizes the results of archaeological investi-
gations carried out at the Chohoji-Minamibara Tumulus site, a fourth century
kevhole-shaped burial mound in southwestern Kyoto (see the figure in Explana-
tory Notes for location). Six seasons of excavations took place in 1934, 1981,
1982, 1983, 1984, and 1989. The first season yielded bronze mirrors, beads,
weapons, and tools in a pit-style burial chamber in the rear mound’. The five
post-World War Il excavations resulted in determination of the morphology
and date of this entire burial mound and the discovery of a minor pit-style burial
chamber in the front mound®. These fieldworks provided us with invaluable
data concerning mortuary customs of the chiefly class in fourth-century Japan
as well as insight into the political organization at that time.

Background

Investigations into tumuli or kofwn play an important role in the studies of
social and political organization during the Kofun Period (A.D. fourth to sixth
centuries) of protohistoric Japan because the highly uniform and standardized
forms—keyhole-shaped with circular rear mound, keyhole-shaped with square
rear mound, circular, and square—appear to indicate that Japanese society in
the fourth century was organized under a shared ideclogy which might have
been political in nature, and the size and form of a mound determined the rank
and social status of the person buried in that mound®.

It is a well accepted theory that huge keyhole-shaped tumuli were the tombs
of the ruling class or local chiefs. For this reason, our discussion concerning the
hypothetical “social organization™ of the Kofun Period is, strictly speaking, on
the social organization of the chiefly class. In addition, it is assumed that low
class local chiefs and/or high class farmers built small circular or square
tumuli, many of which formed clusters in the late fifth and sixth centuries.
Among the four forms of tumuli, keyhole-shaped tumuli with circular rear
mounds are assumed to be the tombs for highest ranking chiefs, and the second
highest ranking chief was probably buried in a keyhole-shaped tumulus with a
square rear mound. We believe that simple circular and square tumuli were for
lower class chiefs. This widely-held assumption is supported by the average size
of these different forms of mounds, which also indicates the amount of labor put
inte the construction of one mound; the more labor a chief could control, the
higher his or her social status would be®,

Keyhole-shaped tumuli first appeared in the Kinai region (southeastern
Hyogo, Osaka, southern Kyoto, and northern Nara Prefectures) toward the end
of the third century and quickly spread over most of Japan. Archaeologists
interpret the situation as follows: the central political authority first rose in
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Kinai and allowed the local chiefs to build kevhole-shaped mounds as a demon-
stration of alliance with the highest ranking chief in Kinai, who also built a
keyhole-shaped mound for himself or herself®. The present study has played an
important role in testing and supporting these hypothetical frameworks.

Histery of Investigations(Chapter One)

Because of such importance attached to the tumulus studies, Chohdji-
Minamibara Tumulus has attracted scholars’ attention for a long time. The site
was accidentally discovered by a local farmer in January, 1934. Under the
direction of the late Umehara Sueji (then Professor of Archaeology at the Kvoto
Imperial University), the burial chamber in the rear mound was opened, and
bronze mirrors, beads, weapons, and tools were unearthed. Kobayashi noticed
the assemblage of these discovered artifacts, which lacked Japanese mirrors
modelled after Chinese ones and jade bracelets, and he argued that this assem-
blage would indicate a very early date (such as the early fourth century) for the
Chahaji-Minamibara Tumulus’,

While investigations into artifacts discovered in the burial chamber made
considerable progress, the burial mound continued to be destroyed by agricul-
tural activities. In order to record the current condition of the mound so as to
gain insight into the original form of the mound and to obtain detailed data
about any other aspects of this site, such as the date, mound structure, other
burial facilities, etc., Tsude launched excavations in 1981, directing members of
the Department of Japanese History at Osaka University. Since 1982, excava-
tions were cooperatively carried out by the Department of Archaeology (a part
of the Department of Japanese History until 1988) at the Osaka University and
the Nagaokakyo Municipal Board of Education.

Results of these post-World War I1 excavations denied Umehara’s interpreta-
tions that the Chohoji-Minamibara Tumulus had a circular rear mound and that
the Tumulus lacked haniwa clay cylinders. Moreover, the surface finish tech-
nique of the haniwa clay cylinders show features of those typically made in the
middle to late fourth century, which is later than Kobayashi argued. Along with
the excavations of the Chohoji-Minamibara Tumulus, we also conducted a
survey of the vicinity and discovered the Minamibara-Iligashi No. 3 Tumulus,
on the foot of which was a haniwa clay coffin. This small tumulus is dated
slightly later than the Chohaji-Minamibara Tumulus (Chapter Five). These
recent findings have added greatly to the significance of this site which was
originally recognized in 1934,

Archaeological Features

1. Burial Mound (Chapter Two): The form of the mound is keyhole-shaped with
a square rear mound (Figures 22 and 23). It is 62 meters in length, with the
square rear mound having a width of 44 meters, and the front mound (at the
south end) a width of 27 meters. The speculated height of the rear mound is 6.4
meters with three terraces, while the front mound being only four meters with
two terraces. Haniwa clay cylinders were probably placed in line on the ter-
races. The mound is surrounded by a shallow moat (ditch) of roughly one meter
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in width, but there was a bridge in the southeastern corner of the rear mound
which was a portion of the moat left unexcavated (Plates 4-1 and 4-2).

2. Burial Chamber and Drainage Ditch in the Rear Mound (Chapter Three,
1-3): A pit-style burial chamber was discovered in a very good condition, and all
the mirrors, weapons, beads, tools, and stone mortars were recovered from this
chamber. The interior dimension of the burial chamber is: 5.3 meters in length,
L0 meter in width, 1.35 meters in height at the northern end, and 1.2 meters in
height at the southern end (Figure 26 and Plates 9 through 11). This chamber
was situated in a large pit with a north-south length of 7.5 meters and an
east-wesl [ength of 4.8 meters. The chamber was covered by eleven slabs at the
top (Plates 9-2 and 12-1). For the chamber walls, green rocks and sandstone were
used. From the discovery of some wooden materials, a wooden coffin was
probably placed inside.

The burial chamber is situated along the north-south axis of the burial
mound. The larger size of this chamber and the situation in the rear mound
suggest that the Chohoji-Minamibara Tumulus was dedicated to the dead
housed in this chamber. It is generally the case that if there is only one burial
chamber in a fourth century tumulus, the burial chamber is situated in the rear
mound.

From the southeastern corner of this burial chamber, a drainage ditch origi-

nates (Plate 13). Although a portion was destroyed, the remaining portion was
discovered near the western side of the joint of the front and rear mounds
(Figure 27 and Plate 14). The gradient of the ditch was 4%, The drainage ditch
was installed by excavating a trench of 0.4 meters in width and 1.2 meters in
depth. Then, the trench was filled in with pebbles to a height of 0.6 meters, and
the top of the trench was covered with earth (Plate 15).
3. Minor Burial Chamber and Drainage Ditch in the Front Mound (Chapter
Three, 4): A small burial chamber was discovered at the top of the currently
remaining portion of the front mound (Figure 32, Plates 17 and 18), It is situated
perpendicular to the north-south axis of the mound. Since the eastern half was
completely disturbed, we could recover no artifacts in this chamber, and we
could only speculate on the interior dimensions. The length of this chamber was
roughly 1.7 meters, and the width at the still-intact western end was 0.3 meters,
The remaining height of the chamber was only 0.2 meters, with two layers of
angular stones piled, but the actual height was probably 0.4 meters or so to
accommodate a human body. This chamber was placed in a pit, whose size at
the level of recovery (after the erosion of the top portion of the front mound)
was 2.3 meters in length, one meter in width, and 0.3 meters in depth.

A drainage ditch originated from the western end of the chamber. Like in the
rear mound, the ditch is filled with pebbles and cobbles, and ends only 1.7 meters
from the chamber. Probably it opens on the western slope of the front mound.
The kinds of rocks used for this ditch and the minor burial chamber are the
same as those for the drainage ditch and burial chamber in the rear mound,
which tends to suggest a very close tie between the people buried in these two
chambers.
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Discovered Artifacts

1. Bronze Mirrors (Chapter Four, 1-1): A total of six bronze mirrors——four
mirrors with god and beast design and characterized by a protruding rim with
a triangular cross-section (Mirrors No. 1 through 4; Color Plates 1 and 2 and
Plates 20 through 23)% one with an interconnected-arc design (Mirror No. &
Plate 24), and one with a curved dragon motif (Mirror No. 6; Color Plate 3 and
Plate 25)——were discovered in the burial chamber of the rear mound. Among
these, Mirror No. 2 was alone placed in the presumed coffin area.

2. Beads (Chapter Four, 1-2; Plate 26): More than five comma-shaped beads
(Figure 36, Nos. 1-5) and 19 cylindrical beads (Figure 36, Nos. 6-24) were
discovered in the presumed coffin of the rear mound burial chamber in 1934,
‘The comma-shaped beads were of jade, and the cylindrical beads were of jasper.
In the holes of some beads, cinnabar still remains, which suggests ground
cinnabar was applied to or placed on the interior surface of a coffin, as is the
case in other tumuli.

3. Weapons (Chapter Four, 1-3): In the rear mound burial chamber, an iron
sword (Figure 37, No. 1), iron spears (Figure 37, Nos. 2 and 3), iron daggers
{Figure 37, Nos. 4 and 5), and iron arrowheads (Figure 38, Nos. 1.11) were
discovered in 1934. Among these, only the iron arrowheads were placed in the
coffin, and the rest were outside of it. Bronze arrowheads (Figure 38, Nos. 12
and 13) were also discovered in an unidentified context. These two are so
identical that they were probably cast with the same pair of molds. Moreover,
it is quite likely that bronze arrowheads discovered at the Matsuokayama
Tumulus in Osaka Prefecture (Plate 31, Nos. 3 and 4; See Figure 77 for the
location of this site)* were also cast from the same molds (at the same factory).
4. Tools (Chapter Four, 4): More than 12 iron axes (Figure 39 and Plate 32),
about ten knives, about 12 long-bladed planes [vari-gannal, and a chisel (Figure
40 and Plate 33) were discovered outside of the presumed coffin in the rear
mound burial chamber.

5. Stone Mortars and a Pestle (Figure 41 and Plates 27 through 29): Among the
two stone mortars and a pestle, Stone Mortar No. 1 and the pestle (No.3) were
discovered in the rear mound burial chamber, which suggests the possibility
ihat they were used in a pair. No.2 was placed on one of the cover stones of the
rear mound burial chamber. The shaded areas in Figure 41 indicate where
cinnabar still remained. Probably these mortars and the pestle were used for
grinding cinnabar to be applied to the interior surface of the coffin.

6. Haniwa: None of haniwa clay cylinders were discovered in site in complete
pieces. These clay cylinders are characterized by a series of parallel protruding
“belts.” Many types of clay cylinders existed at this burial mound: eg. two
types with a larger diameter and a smaller one, several types of rims attached
to the cylinders, different surface finishing treatment, characterized by the
different directions applied and different tools used (Figure 44 and Plate 40),
presence and absence of a “fin” {Figure 45 and Plate 38), and different kinds of
clay used (Color Plate 5 [bottom]). In addition to the clay cylinders, we
discovered some ten fragments of funnelform haniwa clay cylinders and a
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possible fragment of a concrete haniwa clay object.
Discussion

The excavations of the Chohdji-Minamibara Tumulus resulted in numerous

important discoveries which give us insights into the social and political
organization of fourth-century Japan. In this section, issues of the social hierar-
chy and of ties among chiefs of the same social status are discussed separately,
although these two are closely related, as to be shown in this section.
1. Social hierarchy: As mentioned earlier, it is widely believed that tumuli were
the tombs of the chiefly class of people. Besides the presence or absence of a
mound, another mortuary custom which distinguished the class of chiefs was
delayed interment, which is known of historically’®. At the Chohéji-Minamibara
Tumulus, Mirror No.6 is found with some human hair attached to the front side
(Color Plate 3 and Plate 26-1). This mirror was reportedly discovered outside
of the presumed coffin in the chamber. One likely hypothesis is that this mirror
{and probably others) was placed together with the dead body for a while before
interment, during which hair was attached to it. Another example comes from
Higashi-Terayama Ishigami No.2 Tumulus in Chiba City (see Figure 77 for the
locations of sites mentioned in this section) in which a tale pillow presumably
in a wooden coffin of the tumulus shows the evidence of having been bitten by
mice. Since it is extremely unlikely that mice got into a wooden log coffin
sealed by clay, researchers believe that mice bit the talc pillow while the body
was placed outside the tomb for some time before the interment''.

As to the internal social hierarchy of the chiefly class, the four basic forms of
the mound—keyhole-shaped with a circular rear mound, keyhole-shaped with a
square rear mound, circular, and square—probably indicated the rank of a chief
buried in that mound and maybe the relationships with the central authority
Within each category of the four types of tumuli, there was a great variation in
size, again possibly indicating a hierarchical order'®. A question still remains as
to what would be the relationship between a chief buried in a 50 meter keyvhole-
shaped tumulus with a circular rear mound and a chief buried in a 100 meter one
with a square rear mound. A possible interpretation would be that the former
tumulus is smaller and therefore the chief was less influential in his or her
region {controlled less labor), but he or she maintained a closer or more special
tie with the central and highest ranking chief who was buried in a keyhole-
shaped tumulus with a circular rear mound.

Further, the presence and ahsence of some aspects of the burial treatment
may indicate the rank of a buried chief. For example, the Chd! dinamibara
Tumulus mound is not covered with cobbles, which is rather rare in the Kinai
region. Although large fourth century tumuli are generally covered with
cobbles, there is not strict correlation between the size and form of a mound and
the presence and absence of cobbles on the surface. Probably the absence of
cobbles indicates a special position given by the highest ranking chief or a
regional characteristic. The issues of regional characteristics and their meaning
will be discussed later.

Another indication of social hierarchy within the chiefly class is the locations
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of the dead within one tumulus. It has been stressed that the Chohdji-
Minamibara Tumulus is dedicated to the person buried in the rear mound burial
chamber. Generally speaking, less elaborate burial facilities in the secondary
position, such as the minor burial chamber in the front mound of the Chohaji-
Minamibara Tumulus, were for close kin of the chief to whom that tumulus was
dedicated'®, because they were still buried in the same tumulus. At the same
time, people buried in less elaborate facilities could not have been chiefs
because in that case there would have been independent tumuli dedicated to
them.

In sum, many aspects of the Chohdji-Minamibara Tumulus—keyhole-shaped

with a square rear mound, the absence of cobbles on the mound surface, and the
existence of a minor burial chamber in the front mound—all indicate the
complex nature of the social hierarchical system in the fourth century.
2. Relationships between Local Chiefs and Highest Ranking Chief: While
local tumuli show many regional characteristics, they are also characterized by
the highly standardized forms. Some researchers hypothesize that the appear-
ance of standardized keyhole-shaped tumuli would symbolize some sort of
unification under a higher ranking chief in Kinai and a few other regions, which
a few archaeologists further interpret as the rise of a state-level society. This
hypothesis relies upon two lines of archaeological evidence: 1) the distribution
of Wei mirrors', four of which were discovered in the Chahdji-Minamibara
Tumulus; and 2) the existence of some keyhole-shaped tumuli built according to
the same plan*®.

The distribution of Wei mirrors is skewed toward the Kinai region. More
importantly, several Wei mirrors cast from the same or identical molds were
buried in different tumuli. Among more than three hundred mirrors known thus
far, thirty-two Wei mirrors were discovered in the Tsubai-Otsukayama Tumu-
lus in southern Kyoto Prefecture, and thirty of them are reconstructed (i.e. mold
types are identified)*®. The thirty were cast from twenty-five types of molds, and
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Figure 78. Sites that have yielded bronze mirrors identical to the Chohaoji-
Minamibara mirrors (Parentheses indicate the type of mirrors discovered)

fifty-one mirrors excavated in forty-two other tumuli and other localities are
found to be cast from the same or identical molds'’ as those twenty-five types
originally identified at Tsubai-Otsukayama. For example, Tsubai-Otsukayama
and Bizen-Kurumazuka in Okayama Prefecture share three mirrors cast from
molds Nos. 6, 9, and 30", Tsubai-Otsukayama and Samida-Takarazuka in Nara
Prefecture share two mirrors cast from molds Nos. 20 and 25. This evidence
strongly suggests that the discovery of mirrors cast from the same molds at
different sites is not mere coincidence. Kobayashi interpreted that the chief
buried in the Tsubai-Otsukayama disbursed or “gave out” extra mirrors cast
from the same and/or identical molds to local chiefs. As to the Chohoji-
Minamibara Tumulus under our investigation, Tsubai-Otsukayama Tumulus
yielded a mirror cast from the same mold as Mirror No.4. Since Wei mirrors
which are the same as the Chohgji-Minamibara ones have been discovered from
Kyushu to Chubu (see Figure 78), it is likely that the one buried in the Chohaji-
Minamibara Kofun was a part of this network symbolized by sharing of the Wei
MIITOrS.

The recent results of detailed research into the plan of keyhole-shaped
mounds tend to support Kobayashi's hypothesis. For example, Itsukahara
Tumulus (Figure 79, No.16), Motoinari Tumulus (No.14), and Terado-Otsuka
Tumulus (No.18) in Mukoe City, Kyoto Prefecture all share the same length for
the entire mound and the diameter or width of the rear mound, although the
Motoinari Tumulus has a square rear mound. - This suggests that people tried
to build these three tumuli according to the same plan. Furthermore, these three
are one third the size of Hashihaka Tumulus in Nara Prefecture, which is
considered to be the earliest type of kevhole-shaped tumulus. Similarly, the
aforementioned Tsubai-Otsukayama Tumulus is two-thirds the size of Hashiha-
ka, and Bizen-Kurumazuka and Urama-Chausuyama Tumuli (both in Okayama
Prefecture; Figure 77) one-sixth and one-half the size respectively. Based on
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these facts, Wada and Hojd speculate that the basic plan of keyhole-shaped
tumuli was according to that of Hashihaka, and smaller scale copies of it were
“distributed” to local chiefs, like the case of the Wei mirrors®. In addition to
Hashihaka, there were a few other major tumuli whose construction plans were
probably distributed to local chiefs. Results of these studies make it extremely
important to grasp the precise size and plan of the Chohaji-Minamibara
Tumulus.

Another study concerning the relationships between the highest ranking chief
and local chiefs is Tsude's on-going research into continuities and disconti-
nuities in the construction of keyhole-shaped tumuli within three neighboring
tumulus clusters in the southern part of Kyoto Prefecture - from north to south,
the Katakihara Cluster, Muko Cluster, and Nagaoka Cluster (see Figures 79 and
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80)*". The results of this study tend to indicate that the highest ranking chief
had some influence over regional matters, and our investigations into the
Chohaji-Minamibara Tumulus have contributed to this study.

It is a widely accepted assumption that each tumulus cluster represents a
different descent group of local chiefs because we find a chronologically conti-
nuous group of tumuli in a mountain ridge separated by a stream or a river.
Keyhole-shaped tumuli with circular rear mounds dated to the fourth century
were only found in the Muko Cluster, which means that generations of chiefs
represented by the Muko Cluster had superiority over other descent groups in
the southwestern part of Kyoto Prefecture. Moreaver, the Motoinari, [tsukaha-
ra and Terado-Otsuka Tumuli are one third of Hashihaka in size but have
identical proportions, and the Motoinari Tumulus has vielded the same type of
haniwa as were discovered in Hashihaka, which strongly suggests a very close
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tie with the highest ranking chief buried in Hashihaka. In the fifth century,
generations of chiefs represented in the Nagaoka Cluster took over supremacy
in the region because keyhole-shaped tumuli with circular rear mounds could
only be found in the Nagaoka Cluster. In the Nagacka Cluster, Igenoyama
Tumulus (Figure 79, No.27) happens to be one quarter in size but of the same
plan as the Daisen Tumulus of Osaka Prefecture (attributed to Emperor
Nintoku's Mausoleum; the largest burial mound in Japan), again suggesting a
strong tie with the highest ranking chief buried there. Similarly, chiefs who
maintained supremacy over the region moved to the Katakihara Cluster in the
late fifth century, then to the Muko Cluster in the early sixth century, and
finally to the Nagaoka Cluster in the late sixth century. This timing exactly
corresponds to the time when the location of the largest keyhole-shaped tumulus
shifted in Kinai (e.g. there was a shift at the end of the fourth century from the
southern Nara Basin where Hashihaka was, to the Osaka Plain where the
Daisen Tumulus was). This suggests to Tsude that the choice of a local chief
was influenced by the central authority, first located in Yamato (present Nara)
and then in Kawachi (present central Osaka).

Tsude's idea developed out of his fieldwork at tumuli in southwestern Kyoto,
such as Myoken-yama (Figure 79, No.9), Terado-Otsuka, and Motoinari®, and
Karanegadake® (No.25), and Toriimae® (No.33). Results of the five excavations
at the Chohoji-Minamibara Tumulus show that the mound form was keyhole-
shaped with a square mound and that the date was the middle to late fourth
century. This conclusion tends to support Tsude’s belief that the Muko Cluster
which consisted of keyhole-shaped tumuli with circular rear mounds was
superior to the Nagaoka Cluster, of which Chohaji-Minamibara was a part, and
did not contain any other fourth century keyhole-shaped tumuli.

Tsude’s idea is in some sense supported by Matsugi’s study on the fourth
century bronze arrowheads (Chapter Six, Section 2). In the early fourth century,
bronze arrowheads were highly standardized and of high quality. He inter-
preted this evidence to mean that bronze arrowheads were also distributed by
the highest ranking chief to local chiefs as prestige goods®. Toward the end of
the fourth century, however, bronze arrowheads buried in tumuli became less
standardized and of low quality. This was also the case in the burying of bronze
mirrors and bracelet-shaped jade objects. At the same time, new types of iron
armor and iron arrowheads gradually took over the position of the major
funerary offerings at the beginning of the fifth century. He considers this as a
change in political organization from the ritualistic and ceremonial type based
on sharing bronze mirrors, bracelet-shaped jade objects, and bronze arrow-
heads, to the military type based on distribution of new types of iron weapons.
He concludes that this major shift in political organization was reflected in the
move of the largest keyhole-shaped tumulus from Yamato in the fourth century
to Kawachi in the fifth century and also in the move of local areas where
keyhole-shaped tumuli with circular rear mounds were built, such as from
Muko to Nagaoka.

3. Regional Mortuary Traditions and their Meanings: Investigations into the
Chohoji-Minamibara Tumulus also give some insight into understanding
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relationships among local chiefs in fourth-century Japan. The tumulus appears
to be related to tumuli of other regions because of the existence of rather unique
minor burial chamber and to some extent because of the absence of cobbles on
the mound surface.

The Chohoji-Minamibara Tumulus has two distinctive types of burial cham-
bers in one burial mound. This distinction in types of burial chambers does not
represent differences in time, region, and social class. Referring to other similar
cases, this distinction does not probably represent a sex difference. Consequent-
1y, Fukunaga proposes that the use of a different type of burial facility sym-
bolizes one’s “descent group.”™ A descent group is a concept by which one
maintains identity in one’s group at birth even after marrying into a different
lineage group.

With particular reference to the Chahdji-Minamibara Tumulus, the minor
burial chamber in the front mound is oriented east-west, while the major burial
chamber in the rear mound is oriented north-south. The latter was very common
in the Kinai region, but minor burial chambers (like a coffin) oriented east-west
were prevalent in the northern Kinki region facing the Sea of Japan. Con-
sequently, Fukunaga suggests the possible marriage alliance between the per-
son buried in the rear mound burial chamber to whom the Chahdji-Minamibara
Tumulus is dedicated, and someone from the northern Kinki region, who is
buried in the front mound burial chamber.

In addition, the rather unusual absence of cobbles on the mound surface of the
Chohaji-Minamibara Tumulus might suggest a tie with another region. First of
all, the neighboring Karanegadake No. 2 Tumulus (early fifth century) also
lacks cobbles on the mound surface™. Probably it was a tradition of this
particular lineage building tumuli in the Nagaoka Cluster not to cover the
mound surface with cobbles. Secondly, the pottery assemblage in the third
century in this region is characterized by a relatively high percentage of pottery
from the Omi (present Shiga Prefecture) area, and it is quite suggestive that a
few fourth century tumuli in Omi similarly lack cobbles en the mound surface.
Issues of ties with other regions still remain to be tested by more data.

Summary and Conclusion

The results of the six seasons of fieldwork at the Chohoji-Minamibara
Tumulus are invaluable. We discovered two distinctive burial chambers in this
mound and determined the form and size of the mound, which turned out to be
keyhole-shaped with a square rear mound. Many artifacts, such as bronze
mirrors, were recovered, which are important in interpreting the social and
political organization of fourth-century Japan. Detailed investigations into
various aspects of this site, including the form of the mound, the lack of cobbles
covering the mound surface, and the existence of the east-west oriented minor
burial chamber in the front mound, all contribute to hypotheses concerning the
social and political position of the chief buried in this mound. The Chohoji-
Minamibara chief was probably not the highest ranking chief in southwestern
Kyato while he or she was active, but was a part of an ideological and maybe
political network symbolized by sharing of the same or identical mirrors. His or
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her spouse or very close kin was buried in the minor chamber in the front
mound, and might have had a tie with other regions, such as the northern Kinki.
‘The chief him- or herself had a tie with other regions, as well. After the chief’s
death, his or her descendant became powerful in the southwestern Kyoto, being
associated with the highest ranking chief in Kawachi who probably controlled
Kinai and its surroundings by military power. This shift in political organiza-
tion is reflected in the changes in location of the largest tumulus, the location
of keyhole-shaped tumuli with circular rear mounds in a local area, and the
assemblage of funerary offerings. Further investigations into this site will
certainly generate more powerful hypotheses concerning the position of the
chief buried in the Chohaji-Minamibara Tumulus.
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