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The Nara Palace Site, a National Historic Monument

Ministry of Miltary Affairs
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Former Halis of State Compound

The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient metropolis

apanning the areas of the modemn citics of Nara and Yamatokdriyama

Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Chang an,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku boulevard,

75 meters {equivalent to 26 car lanes) wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees
ed at between 100,000 to 200,000,
and as many as 6,500 burcaverats were held 1o work at the Nara palace.

The population is es

As the total population of Japan at the time is esti around 6 million,

or one-twentieth of its moder level,
the Nara capital was truly a great metropolis in its day

“The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable

ary of the Nara period as a whole.
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
is an organization committed to comprehensive research on
cultural heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as

“Nanto” (southern capital), having a wealth of ancient
architecture and historical works of art; the Instilute was
established to research these materials in comprehensive
fashion. Since the question of the Nara palace site” s
preservation rose up in the mid 1950° s, the Institute has
advanced full-scale excavation and research at both the Nam
and Fujiwara palace sites. The results of these efforts have been
utilized both domestically and internationally in research and in
academic exchanges regarding the development of ancient
capitals.

Also, technigques for preservation, reconstruction, and
presentation, developed by the Institute for the conservation of
precious culural properties, have been utilized for sites and
artifacts throughout Japan and across the world. Currently, the
reconstruction of the Former Imperial Audience Hall at the
Nara palace site is underway, following the completion of the
Suzaku Gate. Further, the Institute serves as a center for training
and joint research programs targeted for foreign researchers and
Local public agency personnel in charge of buried cultural
properties management who participate in archaeological
excavation.
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Conducting comprehensive
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®&#8l Role and Organization of Institute

History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties was founded in 1952 auxiliary
organization of the  National Commission for Protection
of CulturalProperties, the predecessor of the current
Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view to conducting
on cultural properties. At the ti
inception, the Institute had  three
specializing in history, architecture, and ar
Affairs Division, The growing necessity 1o
protect the Heijo palace site led to the  inception of the
Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations in 1963. In
1973, the Division of the Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site
Investigations was established, and in 1973, the Asuka
Historical Museum was established, prompted by a Cabinct
resolution made in 1970 as part of the government’s
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka
area, In order to help
excavations conducted by local governments, the Center
for Archacological Operations was established in 1974 10
train local excavators and provide advices to local
authorities.

As part of the Japanese Government” s reform initiatives,
national research institutes belonging to government
ministries and agencies are undergoing reorganization.
Consequently, the National Rescarch Institure for Cultural
Properti Tokyo, and the Nara National Cultural
Properties Research Institure were integrated and
reorganized as branches of the Independent
Administrative Institution in April 2001, Further, in April
2007, the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties became one unit of the Independent
Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural
Heritage, created through a merger with the Independent
Administrative Institution, National Museums.
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® April 1952
‘The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Culural Properties,
with & General Affairs Division, Historical Rescarch Division,
Architecture Research Di on, and Are Rescarch Division, at
50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.

m July 1954

The Institure was officially named the Nara National Cultural
Properties Research Institue.

= October 1960

“The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opencd in the
farmer Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.

m April 1963

on of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was

= June 1968
The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the
Tnstitute under its control.

m April 1970
The Nara Palace Site Muscum opened.

= April 1973

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and
the Asuka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s
Accounting Section was also established.

m April 1974
The Deparement of General Affairs and che Center for
Archacological Operatians were established.

= March 1975
The Asuka listorical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the
village of Asuka, Nara prefecrure,

= April 1980
‘The Art Rescarch Division transferred to the Research Center
for Buddhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.

m April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara, The Division of
Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for
Archacolagical Operations were integraced into the Institute.

= August 1988
A new headquarters building was built for the Division
of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1,
Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara prefecture.

= April 2001
The National Rescarch Tnstinute for Cultural Properies, Nara,
was granted the satusof independent adminisrtive imciruion.

l April 2007

It became the Independ Administrative Ir tion National
ute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research

ute for Cultural Properties.
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n of Institute

Department of Planning and
Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is responsible
for the comprehensive planning and coordination of matters
related 1o research conducted by the Nara, National Research
Institute for Culural Properties, and also promotes public
utilization of the results. In addition, it fosters the collection
and dissemination of information as a national center for
research related to cultural properties conservation, and
provides expert cooperation and advice to national and
regional public institutions while also coordinating joint
research projects with them. The cooperation furnished o the
Agency for Cultural Affair’s project for preserving and
utilizing the murals of the Takamatsuzuka and Kitora tombs is
one of the good example.
For the execution of these projects, the Planning and
Coordination Section, the Data and Information Section, the
International Cooperation Section, the Exhibition Section, and
the Photography Section were established, with the following
duties divided among them.
The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for the
planning and coordination of training programs directed at
employees of regional public institutions, and for providing
support and advice regarding archacological excavations and
culiural properties conservation conducted by regional
und other organizati i hout the nation.
The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances the
Institute’ s information system, and gathers, maintains, and
provides data and materials related to cultural properties. The
International Cooperation Section plans, coordinates, operates,
and manages aspects of international cooperation, exchange,
and training, The Exhibition Section strives to distribute
publicly the results of Institute research, centering on the
enrichment of the exhibits at the Asuka Historical Museum
and the Nara Palace Site Museum. The Photography Section
produces and manages photographs related w0 cultural
materials,
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The digital photo mapping at Takamatsuzuka Tomb
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four Sections,
being the Historical Document, the Architectural History, the
Cultural Landscape, and the Site Management Sections,
through which it conducts specialized and comprehensive
research with regard 1o cultural materials such as historical
documents and other writlen materials, historical buildings and
groups of traditional structurcs, gardens and cultural
landscapes, and archacological and historical sites,

The Historical Document Section engages in the research of
historical documents such as books, and other written
materials. For historical documents, catalogs and photographic
records are being made at Kofukuji, Yakushiji, etc. and the
other major temples of Nara, which constitute the main targets
of research, as well as at other emples in the Kinai region, and
efforts are being made to make the results public. For other
written materials, items such as drawings and woodblock
carvings are the objects of focus, and also currently the
archives of Sekino Tadashi are under investigation.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on the
architectural heritage through investigations of various types of
extant structures as well as through analyses of archaeological
features, and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials
related to architectural cultural properties. Further, the results
of these efforts are applied 1o the preservative restoration of
architectural cultural properties, and through cooperation in the
reconstruction of historic buildings such as the Former
Imperial Audience Hall at the Nara palace site, as well as in
cooperation with stigations for the purpose of conserving
the architectural heritage overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts research
contributing 1o conservation policy regarding cultural
landscapes, by investigating relevant examples and drawing up
plans for their preservation, Tt 1]w collects and organizes the
resulls of archacological k hout the country
with regard to gardens, with the aim of making public a
database of these materials, and from 2006 is conducting
research for a second phase of this plan by collecting data and
holding research sessions focusing on gardens from the Heian
period on,

The Site Management Section conducts rescarch on the
management system for the conservation of archacological and
historic sites, mainly from the point of view of planning, into
publication materials, databases, and so on, for the spread of
the information about sites management. It also utilizes this
information and experience in providing cooperation to local
government bodies, ctc. with restoration projects of historic
sites.
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Architactural History Section: Architectural investigation of
Site Management Section: Secand Research Session on Site Management the Horiuchi residence (Shiciri city), a designated Important Cultural Praperty
and Uilization (25-26 Jan 2008
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Reconstructed Eastern Palace

Role and Organization of Institute

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

This Department is in charge of archacological
investigations at the Nara palace site, where facilities were
established for the emperor to rule during the Nara period
(710-784), along with the imperial domicile and government
offices. Since 1954, coordinated investigations of the site have
been in progress, with excavation of nearly 30% of the 130
hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoveries
important for the study of ancient history. In addition,
excavation and research on residences of aristocrars, lower
officials, and commoners are carried out in the surrounding
Nara capital site, along with investigations of public market

places, temples, and other sites, bringing to light many
historical facts which have lain buricd for over 1200 years.
Excavaied portions of the sitc arc presented to the general
public in various ways which convey the original appearance
of the Nara palace site. These include reconstructing the
foundation platforms where buildings once swod, planting
shrubs to indicate the positions of a building's pillars, or
reconstructing the facilities themselves, as in the case of
Suzaku Gate and the East Palace Garden. The aim of
cxcavation is to clarify the historic past through the analysis of
artifacts and features that survive in archacological sites.
Archaeological excavation and the processing of great
volumes of primary data obtained from ancient sites are vital
tasks which further research on ancient history.
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Nara palace site, partially advanced reconstruction{right; reconstructed Eastem Palace
Garden, center:reconstructed foundation platform of the Second Imperial Audience Hall,
left; the First imperial Audience Hall under reconstruction)

RENBEOMTCIHE LN
Excavation of the Eastern Palace Area FAWRRRTHILLAPR

Wooden well frame excavated at the site of Dining hall complex,
Saidaiji lemple
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of roof liles, Yamadadara temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefocrure, extending
from the village of Asuka to the ciry of Kashihara, was the
historic secting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese
state, and served as the political, cconomic, and cultural
center from the end of the sixth to the first pare of the
cighth centurics. Accordingly, a variety of archacological
remains lic dormant beneath the ground, including imperial
palaces and the residences of elite families, the sites of
numcrous temples including Asukadera, the oldest
cloistered Buddhise temple in Japan, plus the remains of
tombs, the earthen podium of a water clock, and a
workshop complex for the production craft items. Also, in
the northern half of this region lics the Fujiwara capital,
built on a rectangular grid spreading out five kilometers on
a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace, located in the
center of the capital and containing the emperor’s residence,
along with halls where ceremonies of state were conducted.

Through the cxcavation of these sites, interdisciplinary
investigations are conducted by the Deparcment with the
aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the
ancient state. In addition w making these resules publically
available through public viewings at excavations, publication
of research results, exhibitions ar its main facility, the
Department is also in charge of the preservation of these
sites and utilization for the public benefit.

[I:: G5B Gl ]

Racanstructed plan of the eastern cloister and
main hall, Yamadadera temple
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Southern gate of the Imperial Audience Hall Compound, Fujiwara Palace Special Historic Site{from the south)

The foundation platform of the southemn gate, which opened onto the Imperial Audience Hall Compound, was ascertained. A line of stanes from the stairs

on the nerthern side still remained, Irom which a single-layered structure was discerned. To the rear can be sesn the foundation platform of the Imperial Audiance Hall

GRAE 2007FERENNE (WMHS)

HIEERLE. FEL EREU D COMATENTS

ishigami site, excavation in 2007 (irom the easi)
The investigation was 1o determine the extent of the Ishigami site, which served as the official quest house in Asuka. The stone-lined ditch

on the site’s northern side, and the stone-lined main drainage ditch extending more than 200 m from the Mi. Sumeru stone,

join tagether at this point 13
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Canservation and restoration of iron objects,
national important cultural proparties.
from Kurotsuka tumulus

Center for Archaeological
Operations

“The Conservation Science Section conducts research in the
conservation of artifacts and sites. Beginning with
ions on the quality and stucture of recovered
Is, and together with developmental research on
investigative methods for diagnosing the degree of
deterioration of sites, empirical swudies arc also being
conducted on conservation.

The Environmental Archacology Section conducts rescarch
on the reconstruction of ancient environments based on floral
and faunal remains. In addition it is pursuing research to infer,
based on traces left on bones recovered from archaeological
siles, the wols used for processing these materials.

nv
mate;

The Dating Section conducts research which applies
dendrochronology to the fields of archaeology, history, and the
histories of art and architecture. In addition to advancing the
development and application of tree-ring dating for different
species of wooden artifacts, from the dating of buried tree
trunks and other materials, research is being conducted o
clarify the dates of occurrence of natural dis 3

Archaeological Research Methodology
research on the investigation of archaeological sites, and on
methods of surveying and prospection, in order to enhance
nationwide the quality of site investigation and research, and
the efficiency of archaeological excavation.

In addition, the Center makes information about its activities
public by publishing the research results of cach section
regularly in the CAO News,

tion conducts
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Ring-width measuring of the Yakusugi disk at Forestry and
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Butchering a deer with stone tools, as part of
envirenmental archaeology training
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which opened in
1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka, in conjunction with
special legislutive measures aimed at. preserving the historic
scenery and site of the Asuka region. The Asuka period and
region are the objects of its displays, with exhibits made
centering on the results of investigations conducted in the
Asuka area by the Department of Imperial Palace sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara). In addition o the regular
exhibits there are special exhibitions held twice yearly in the
spring and autumn, and lectures have also been held. Recently,
in order to make the Institute’ s rescarch uctivities more widely
known, planned exhibits based on the research results of other
sections of the Institute have been held.

The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls | and 2. Exhibit
Hull | deals with the palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs,
and temples of Asuka, with exhibits made centering on
artifacts recovered from these sites, to promote knowledge of
the history of the Asuka period. For the palaces, artifacts
recovered from the Kiyomihara palace discovered in the
central part of Asuka are displayed, along with a model of the
Mizuochi site which is well known as the locus of a water
clock accompanying the palace. For stone objects, there are a
stone carving with male and female images and a stone
representation of Mt Sumcru displayed within the museum,
together with replicas ol stone objects displayed in the
museum’s garden, some of them spouting waler to recreate
their original condition. For mounded tombs, artifacts
recovered from the Takamatsuzuka mound, and for temples,
items discovered at Asuka and Kawaraders temples, are
displayed.

Exhibit Hall 2 features a reconstruction using recovered
architectural members from the eastem corridor of the cloister of
Yamadadera temple. Materials from Yamadadera, including
these architectural members, were designated a national
Important Cultural Property last fiscal year. A portion of the other
malerials are also on display.

During the last fiscal year there were two special exhibits, a
spring exhibit titled “The Four Directional Deities from Kitora
Kofun: Genbu,” and a fall exhibit “The Exquisitely Solemn
Y InC ion of Its Designation as Important
Cultural Property.” Planned exhibits were held in the summer on
“Taking the Moment: Excavations and Photographs,” and in the
winter on “The Archacology of Asuka 2007." The spring
special exhibit of the Genbu figure followed the previous year's
display of the Byakko mural from the Kitora tomb, and was scen
by more than 52,000 visitors.
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Properties
Conservation

The Nara National Research Instiuute for Cultural Properties
promotes a variety of intemational projects including joint
research, exchanges of rescarch personnel, technical training,
and restoration and preservation projects, and also provides
assistance in programs of intermational cooperation conducted
by ACCU (Asig/Pacific Culural Centre for UNESCO) and
other organizations,

In the 2007 fiscal year, the institute has mainly been carried
out the following six projects of international cooperation and
exchange: (1) Joint investigation of the Han-Wei Luoyang site,
an ancient capital located in the city of Luoyang, Henan
province, China, carried out as a project under the program of

“Cooperative Research Related w the Preservation and Study
of Ancient Capitals in Asia,” conducted with the Institute of
Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; (2) Joint
research at the Huangye and Baihe kiln sites, for
producing three-colored, glazed Tang pottery in the city of
Gongyi, Henan province, China, as part of the program of

“Cooperative Research on Production Sites in East Asia,”
conducted in conjunction with the Archaeological Institute of
Henan Province, China; (3) Rescarch of excavated artifacts
from the Sui and Tang graves in the Chaoyang district, as a
joint research conducted with the Archaeological Institute of
Liaoning Province; (4) Comparative research on ancient
capitals in Korea and Japan, as part of the program of “Joint
Rescarch Regarding the Formation and Development of
Ancient Japanese and Korean Capitals” carried out in
conjunction with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Korea; (5) Comprehensive research collaboration
at Western Prasat Top in Angkor, Cambodia, including
excavations, architectural investigations, and survey for
conservation science, as part of the program of “Cooperative
Research Related to the Preservation of Angkor Culmral
Heritage,” in conjunction with the Authority for the
Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of
Siem Reap; and (6) Cooperative research program at the
Bamiyan site, Afghanistan, including archaeologi 2
and excavation, subterranean prospect, architectural
investigation of Buddhist caves, conservation for Buddhist
murals, and training workshop for Afghan staffs both in
Alghanistan and Japan, as part of “Cooperation in the
Preservation and Restoration of the Cultural Heritage of West
Asian Nations,” carried out in conjunction with the National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. The institute
also contributes the ongoing program of investigation and
conservation for Thang Long imperial palace site in Hanoi,
Viet Nam, conducted with the Japanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Japanese Agency of Cullural A
‘Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage.




Role and Organization of Insti

FYa—M - By THRONE
The Western Prasat Top, Angkor, Cambodia

IR AR FIHZASUDI—S ViR

Han-Wei Luoyang site, Henan Province, China The Bamiyan site, Afghanistan



20

i@ L#f Role and Organization of Institute

RERFFRAROE REED

WRFEATI IR AR & L OPmeT e Fa, i
IUERF TR, MRBTEMA B D T3,

- BRI ISR A S AR O M R R e
LOTRES TN L. SRS TR
FIZBGR L TSI L aR SR L T
L3

BRTERH AR CH T A MM TIE, B0k
HARERMEL, RAERLELCHE T,

AR A BT DTS, P8
ok, JUERH. RNSERSME. Ml
L S VRS

Publicizing the Results of
Reseach Activities

The Institute publicly displays its rescarch and survey
results through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the
Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Imperial Site, and the
Asuka Historical Museum.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes
public lectures in which its researchers present the results
of their investigations and surveys, The Asuka Historical
Museum also invites specialists, from both within the
Institute and from the outside, to give lectures in
association with special exhibitions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of
Imperial palace sites Investigations presents public site
viewings for those interested in ancient history

Publications issued by the Institute making these
research and survey results publicly available include
its academic journal, annual reports, compendia of
historical materials and other basic data, catalogs of
exhibitions at the Asuka Historical Museum, and a
newsletter on issues related 1o buried cultural properties.
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Nara Cultural Properties Research
Institute Home Page
htp:ffwww.nabunken.go. jp

The Institute’ s home page will be used first of all to
make public a variety of databases that organically
integrate digitalized information on cultural propertics,
and also Lo provide information on upcoming events, such
as public site viewings at archacological excavations, and
open lectures.

Further, in addition to broadcasting introductions of the
contents of the Institute’s research, lists of its
publications, and news regarding cultural properties, the
Institute will strive to distribute information on cultural
properties by incorporating new technologies such as the
3-D contents and Web TV components for the Asuka
Historical Museum
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ZBEXALBATHEEPr &BE Institute Headquarters

630-8577 ZRMH_%E2-9-1 2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan
Tel.0742-30-6733 (x@m) 0742-30-6753 (xitmmam Fax0742-30-6730(zmm 0742-30-6760 (sricainims)
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ﬂlﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ (ﬁé%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0026 BEMAZEESS-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan
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ﬁ%ﬁ*’#ﬁﬁ Asuka Historical Museum
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801, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
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Tha most fragile ceil (no. 1, the is
separaled from its setting and movad with spacially designed jig,
afier hoiding the stone and lit up.

Topics:

The dismantlement of
Takamatsuzuka stone chamber to
preserve mural paintings.

Dismantling the stone chamber, in conjunction with
conservation of the Takamatsuzuka murals which are
designated as a National Treasure, was conducted from 3 April
to 21 August 2007, In the initial plan, dismantling was to begin
once excavation had exposed all of the stones except for the
floor stones. However, a lot of cracks caused by earthquakes
on the tomb has been greal, and due o danger attending the
excavation work, the dismantling was carried out in parallel
with the progress of the excavation itself. First the stones
related to the murals, being the four ceiling stones, the six
stones of the castern and western walls, and the two stones of
the southern and northem walls, were removed. Dismantling
was then suspended temporarily, and once excavation was
conducted to the base of the floor stones, removal
recommenced with the four floor stones, and all sixteen stones
comprising the chamber were successfully removed and
placed in a temporary facility for storage and conservation
work. The process of dismantling ook nearly two years as all
possible measures were taken, including developing and
improving devises used for dismantling, and conducting
simulations of the dismantling itself, plus investigations of
safely and research on methods for environmental control.
Difficulties far greater than anticipated lay in store, such as the
different sizes and shapes of each stone, the placement of the
stones of the eastern and western walls, and the discovery of
more hidden fissures in the stones, but with the cooperation
and comect judgments of each of the teams involved in the
work, it was possible 10 remove all of the stones without
mishap.
Currently, fractured stones are bound together with belts as
an emergency measure. In addition, fragments that were also
recovered are being strengthened through impregnation, and
preparations arc being made for replacing them in their criginal
positions.
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Stane no. 3 of the eastern wall (bearing images of a group of
women) is separated from its satting and moved, after inserting the
1ips of the blade with * " -shaped jig in the intersticas with the
fioor ston and in the upper halving joint.
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LhAtEE  Facilities Open to the Public

NBHIfEE%  Facilities Open to the Public
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site

BEEFUEIE  Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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~ BIEER Chronological Table

BIEER Chronological Table

Asuka Period

i

®R B B
538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 613 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 GY0 694 7O

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 70 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

708

Abandoned Nara capital reverts tc rice paddies by this time

NN BOESEE IR W KEH A e

Retired Emperor Heizei dies

BEHERR e

Retired msmq.o- Heizei moves 1o the Nara palace

B R BRI L e

Capital moves to Helan

B0 L2 R 0 B o

Capital moves to Nagaoka

W 05 LY R 4 Bt o

An Lushan's reballion breaks out in Tang

HhREIeRRBIe

Yobai Palace completed

WRNDIRE R

Priest Dokyo falls from power

MEARKR R

Fujiwara no Nakamara's raballion occurs; praduction of ane million miniature pagodas started
BEEEIeRE g volge

Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising occurs; Yord code put into effect; Nara palace remodeled
SIS MRS ENELC RS KL

Priest Jianzhen(Ganjin) arrives from Tang

WHOMIE KD

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple
BtV KISEREERROUR LR

Capital returns to Nara

RWEERL PV

Capital moves to Naniwa

ERIBENEA e

Shigaraki Palace erected

BRI OV e

Government orders the erection of provincial temples.

ERiPS MWK

Fujiwara no Hirolsugu's rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
EEEEeWEBe BLURLBNERD

Smallpox spidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimard,etc.) die
HCEEREKERID I i RS 00 0 7 R AR H @

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

KIS 18 1@

Emperor Shamu enthraned

BidKHaEH e

Nifion Shoki [Chrenicle of Japan] compiled

O EREIRE R

Kojiki [Recards of Ancient Matters] completed; Emparar Xuansong of Tang enthroned
HHRRRE0e B HIkMEREE e

Capital moves to Nara

EHIRDE L58 3 o

Wadd Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara s decided
REES VR0 R FHERMG PR

Taih code put into effect

KIA# P W E e

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

B R L R 3 o

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthroned

HEKELDRRE

AskaKiyomihara Code enacted

EEfERE#HEYEM R

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and official histaric chronicles begins
BUVEHCHEBRBEO 0

Silla unifies the Korean paninsula

ERAFEHRNE]

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyominara palace
HESRUENKEKHEREREENVEE e
First census register compiled

QML (L5 wOve

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakusenkd
M4 - MET 4T MR HEVE LR

Taika Reform declared

KL EE Y

Prince Nakano Oe assassinates Soga no Iruka

K RINN-O R M < 8 E R e

Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
JEFPOVORSR

First delegation sent to Tang China

Eagdet=EE o]

Tang Dynasty defeats Sul

5 W IS o

Ono ne Imoko sent to Sul China; construction of Horyuji temple begins.
SHTHEN T L SR o @ TP ROV O RS0
Sakatadera temple erected

BHIrWOVR

Sevantesn Article Constitution promulgated
[ e el

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SEEML2NMN

Prince Shatoku ovarsess palitics

B KNREZWNRRUR

Empress Suiko enthronad at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

T IS WM E S e

Sui Dynasty hina

BREVE e

C f the HBkE)| temple begins

HE R (IR WO v ORee

Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

I ROIFRELR

Histaric memorial (vear of birth/death)

Bl AY (ens)

HEFE M (554-628) Cmpress Suike

EEX R (737-806) tmperor Kanms

B M E (684-720) Prince Nagaya

WEEF (662-689) Prince Kusahate

FEEER (626-671) Emparor Tenil

B W KT (574-622) Prines Shiloky

BE®ER (701-756) Emparer Sty

WHAREBTF (-643) Prince Yamashico su Or

REER (774-824) tmosror wete

JE BB IS (701-760) Empress Consort Kemys

BT (654-696) Prince Takechi

FEW-BEBEER (T18-770) Empress Koken

B A R (-645) See noinuks

FEEE R (6317-686) Emporce Tenms

BRET (-626) 5000 o umako

B (-772) poestDsye

BB R (706-764) fulwara so Hanimare

W E R (645-702) tmpress itk

WET R (-587) mosonode no Marlya

RESERE (614-669) Nakatomi-no-kamaterl

T20) Fujmara ne Fuhilo

BREFLES® @650

(-653) Priest Min

2 E R (693-775) Kind no Maxini

0 BT (638-763) Priest Jianzhen (Ganiia)
73 (656-748) priest cysni

BB (766-822) Priest Saichs

W (774-835) Priest Kikal

Lk 18 B (B60-733) Yamanose so dkura

K MR A (665-731) dtome no Tabite

KM WMB (718-785) viemo no rakamochi
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PRtEME Location

PRTEH#E  Location

REI AR AR
Headguarters of Institute
B630-8577 FRH_%E2-8-1
-] i Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
=ER Tel0742-30-67: Fax.0742-30-6730
M{EHNMER Tel0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
TERES LRER SRRy —
Tel0742-30-6852 Fax.0742-30-6841
BERERES (THeE) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax.0742-30-6830
2-9-1. Nijo-cho,Nara City 630-8677 Japan

R—AhN—3 hitp://www.nabunken.go.jp

EEFREAELS (RS - EREE)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)
B634-0025 #MHAZEE94-1

Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6380

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FEMEHEHEEHHRLE0

Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563

601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Mara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
i-mode  http://asuka. nabunken, jp/i/

j-phonef  http://asuka. nabunken. jp/j/

ezwebM  http:/asuka. nabunken. jp/ez/
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Cover:Earth-placating goods recovered from
the southern gate, Imperial Audience Hall
Compound, Fujiwara Palace

These carth-placating goods were buried beneath
the west cloister connecting with the southemn gate of
the Imperial Audience Hall Compound. Nine

Fuhonsen coins were stuffed in the mouth of a Sue

ware flat jug, and nine pieces of clear quartz crystal

were placed in the body of the jug. The Fuhonsen
coins are of a different type from those recovered
from the Asukaike site. They are thought to be
offerings accompanying an carth-placating ritual
made 1o pray for the peace and longevity of the

Fujiwara Palace. The Suc jug is 20.2em at its greatest

width, and currently stands 13.6cm high. The

Fuhonsen coins are 2.4em in diameter. The quartz

crystals are between 2.1 and 4.1em long. The photo

is a composite of the jug at the time of recovery and
the quartz crystals taken from it.
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