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Figure 2, The Hiroppara site group and topegraphy of the surroundings (modified from Morishima and Moriyama 1993)
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Figure 3. Excavation areas, fest pits and trenches at the Hiroppara site group in 2011 and 2012
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Preliminary Results from the 2011-2012 Excavation
at the Hiroppara Site Group in Nagano Prefecture, Japan
Summary

The Hiroppara wetland is located in the Kirigamine Mountains at 1,400 meters above sea level. Our goals for the

2011 and 2012 excavation seasons were to investigate the Hiroppara wetland during the Late Pleistocene and Early

Holocene by cting palacoenvi | and standard archa ical analyses.

The excavation area | (EA-1) at the site complex-1 has revealed the following:
1) The presence of Aira-Tn tephra in layer 5 (ca, 28-30 ka cal BP):
2) An Early Upper Palacolithic stone tool industry from layer 6;
3) Bifacial point industry with a blade core from layers 2b and 3;
4) Pottery assemblages of the late Earliest Jomon and the Early Jomon from layers 2a and 2b.

The excavation area 2 (EA-2) at the site complex-11 has in tum revealed:
1) An early Late Upper Palacolithic lithic concentration composed mainly of large blade-like flakes, cores and

some finished tools, and

2) A concentration of Jomon lithic industry associated with the late Earliest Jomon pottery from the layers 2a and

2b.

The palacoenvir ental and arc gical research have 1d: our understanding of the multi-layered
prehistoric occupations at the site complexes-1 and 11 and have allowed us 1o extract a significant amount of
information on prehistoric human behavior with specific regard 1o the exploitation, transp ion and ption of
obsidian.

This research is funded by the *MEXT-supported Program for the Strategic Research Foundation at Private
storical Variation in Interactions between Humans and Natural Resources:

Universities, 2011-2015; Project title: *]
Towards the Construction of a Prehistoric Anthropography™, headed by Prof. Akira Ono of Meiji University.
*Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan
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