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KUKUCHI NO Ki

Place : Yonabaru, Kikuka-machi, Kamoto-Gun, Kumemoto-Ken, Japan

{1) HISTORY

The [irst history book written about KUKUCHI NO KI is " Shoku-Nihongi " Chronicies
of Japan. The first record, of May 25, 698, explains that three castles, in KUKUCHI,
OHNO, and K1, undorwent ronovation. " Shoku-Nihongi ™ contains a article writton
about XUKUCHI NO XI in the middle of the ninth century. The last article, from June
20, 879, tells of the castle drum in the weapon-house that mysteriously sounded
Haelf,

All these things make it clear that KUKUCHI NO KI, along with OHNONOKI in Fukuoka
and KII NO KI in Saga, is ancient castle of 1300 years,

In thosa days, DAZAIFU was established by YAMATO court in order to rule Kyushu.
KUKUCHI NO KI, OHNO NO KI, and KIl NO KI were built for the purpose of protaciing
DAZAIFU,

(2) LOCATION

KUKUCHI NO KI one of the ancient mountain castlos constructed on Yonabaru Plateau,
140 o 170 metors above sea level.

KUKUCHI NO KI consists of the inner castle { 0.87 kilometers from east to west,
0.99 kilometers from nouth to south ) surrounded by 40-metor-high cliffs and
carthworks bordering the platean, and the outer castle { 1.55 kilometers from east
to wesl, 1.13 kilomcters from nouth to south )}, an enlargement of the inner castle,

In addition lo this, lines of earthen borders ( 2.4 kilometors in the west, 0.9
kilometers in the east ) werc found in the surrounding mounteins and platenus. Those
show that KUKUCHI NO Ki was a mountaip castle which needed great engineering.

{3) RESEARCH

Excavation and research of KUKUCHI NO KI was made 13 times from 1968 to 1991,

Structures discovered in the castle include rice-granaries and weapon-houses, 41
of them have been identified so far.

In the castle research of 1091, two octagonal struclures wore found. There were
the first discoveries of such structures found in Japanese mountain castles.

This proves that KUKUCIN NO KI is the ruin of the ancient mountain castle,

influenced by the culture of the Korean Peninsula.
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