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Insect Remain Assemblage in the Kachigawa Site
of Aichi Prefecture, Central Japan

Yuichi MORI

(Archaeological Research Center of Aichi Prefecture)

Insects are the most abundant of all living things in terms of numbers of kinds—at least a
million species, making up several quite dissimilar groups. Therefore, we can get a lot of useful
information from studying insect remains.

The author paid attention to the charcteristic of indicator of insect remains, collected them at
the Kachigawa and Matsukawado site. They have been classified to restore the palecenviron-
ment.

The Kachigawa site is located in the Kachigawa town at the southeast of Kasugai city. The
Kachigawa site is the compound site ranging from the middle Yayoi period to the late Edo period,
and situated on the lower terrace since late pleistocene. | analyzed the insect remains discovered
in the deposits of the late Edo period at the Kachigawa site.

The Matsukawado site is located at 2 kilometers to the east-southeast of the Kachigawa site,
and a sample of this site was taken for insect analysis. The insect remains of the Matsukawado
site were discovered from the deposits of the early Edo period.

1 succeeded in identifying a total of 980 sclerites of them at the Kachigawa site, 921 sclerites
at the Matsukawado site. Many of them belong to plant-eating insects, such as RUTELINAE and
Anomala sp. from the both sites.

Especially, abundant leave-eating insects, Anomala rufocuprea, Anomala cuprea, a lot of ground
-wandering insects such as HARPALIDAE, and some dung-eating insects, Onthophagus sp. and
Onthaphagus alripennis were found at the Kachigawa site.

At the Matsukawado site, many leave-eating insects, Anomala rufocupres, Anomala cupera,
some forest-inhabiting insects, Protaetia orientalis, Chrysochroa fulgidissima and ELATERIDAE,
and some aquatic insects, such as COLYMBETINAE and Gyrinus japonicus were found.

In the late Edo period, there were a lot of village-inhabiting insects such as RUTELINAE,
A la sp., A la rufocwprea, and Anomala cuprea at the Kachigawa site. As the result,

many people and their life certainly existed near there. And it is assumed that fruit trees were
planted around their houses.

About the ealy Edo period, it is thought that people inhabited near the trees mixing the broad
-leaved tree and the coniferous tree, judging from the fact that a lot of leave-eating insects were
found in the plant-eaters of the Matsukawado site.
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