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The Report on Research of Excavation about

The Historic Spot, The Namioka Castle

The historic spot 'The Namioka Castle’ is seated on Namioka-machi,
Minamitsugaru-gun, Aomori-prefecture, in Japan. A group of warriors lived
in 'The Namioka Castle’ and they were prospercd from the 15th century to the
16th  century. People  said  they were & descendant of CHIKAFUSA
KITABATAKE who was on a brain truster of the South Dynasty.

The area was 230,000 wf wide. So. it was composed by eight parts of castle
and was surrounded by moats. They were called SHIN-DATE, HIGASHI-

DATE,SARUGAKU-DATE, XITA-DATE ,UCIII-DATE, NISHI-DATE, KENGYOH-DATE,
MUMYOH-NO-TATE. Then, they have been preserving better than any other ruins.

The research of excavation has been proceeding by the following throe

organizations, * The Caltural Department’ *The Educational comission of

Aomori-pref o', 'The Ed ional i of Namioka-machi’. They are
tied up with each other. This project began in 1977.and it will be continued
to 1987, This project has two meanings.

1. When the research of excavation was ended, we are going to make the
Castle to arrange for the historic park.

2. People who are joinning to this project make regional people to have
the idea of protecting the cultural assets and to spresd the one more and more.
Now, we want to show you the following five results of our research.
1. House style of 15th or 16th century, 2 . Protective capabitity of the

castle in those days, 3. The tools of daily I

4 . Relation of produe-
tivity, 5 . The style of religioncte. For eoxample, we suppose that people
used to live in "l]i;malehashiru tatemonoato (SB)'. ‘Tateana site (ST) °
was used to simple house or store house or workroom systemeticelly. In addi-
tion to that, artesian well was followed by a hovse that was made of wood frame.
And the wood is named Japanese cypress.

Then we talk about the moat and the parapet that sccompanied with castle
particularly. The moat was 'Hakoyagen shape’ and it was showed of (/)

The depth of it was about six or scven meters. And the castle had the middle
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moat into the main moat, [t was about from three to five meters wide and three
or four meters high. The out side of level ground had sometimes the fence or
simply moat. As we already mentioned, you noticed’ tho castle hud excellent
defensive capability.

Now we want to lalk about the tools of daily life in thosc days. When we
dug up the ground, we got plenty of veramics. Most of them were related to a
dietary life.

For example, Celadon, White Ware, Blue and White Ware, Akac

{ Enameled Ware) , etc (They were made in China) . Mino Ware, Sete
Ware, Echizen Ware, Karatsu Ware, Suzu Ware and Bizen Ware, etc
(They were made.in Japan) . Japanese potlery was named [or old local name
that wes producted. And they have various kinds of shapes. For instance,
bowl, plate. jar, pot, and mortar, ete, Particularly in  many kinds of
ceramics which were made in China were over to 50% . It is very interesting
thing when we think about the trade in those days.

We preserved the following other re[vnains. Pan, scissors, Japancse sword,
armor, arrowhead, nail, sickle, and ;-lmchlgnne—wcrc made of iron; mirrer,
ornamental hairpin, hair tweezers an image of Buddha, Japanese sword guard,
Ee‘:)pa and & knife attached to the sword sheath—were made of copper; bowl,
chopsticks, pail, round chip box and clogs—were made of wood; hand mill, pot,
inkstone and whetstone—were made of stone; and plenty of copper coins, human
bones, animal bones, rope, ete.

As we already reffered to the n»maing. we got many kings of arms. DBecause
we think this ruin was the castle of the middle ages.

In addition to that we had several facts.

1. We supposed thai people had the custom of drinking tea.because ‘Tenmok
bowls and hand mills were dug vp.

2. We guessed that people belicved in Buddhism because of digging vp the
image of Buddha, censer and bell. And then, when we took the crucible and
the mold, we supposed that people had made some simple industrial products.

This report was described a part of archacclogical research about “The

Namioka Castle’. ( Translated by Makibito Munakata )
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* Notes

Hotlatebashira-tatemono :  The building which was dug some holes and
planted the pillar directly in the ground.

Tateana site: The shed which was dug down the ground and was roofed
over straw or something.

Hiuchigane: A teol of making fire. It was made of steel and was
put in a piece of wood. When we make a fire, we rub it against a flint.
Seppa: A piece of metal was inserted into the part which was hitting

with a Japanese sword guard and a sheath.
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