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SUMMARY

Bunkyo site is located between Mt. Miyul and Mt. Katsuyama north of Mat-
suyama city in Ehime prefecture, Japan. This site is situated on the alluvial fan of the
Ishite River. It is well-known that this site contains the settlement from the middle to
the late Yayoi period.

Two round pit houses, two square pit houses, two raised floor buildings, eight dit-
ches and six earthen pits were found at the 10th research of Bunkyo site. We can
create the chronology of Yayoi pottery from the latter half of the middle Yayoi period
to the first half of the late Yayoi period by means of the assembiages of Yayoi pottery
found at this research. According to this chronology of Yayoi pottery, we can divide
the structural remains of this research into five stages. The first stage shows that two
round houses accompanied two raised floor buildings were existed. The distance of
two round pit houses is about 20 meter. This distance is ordinary in comparing with
the result of the first and second researches at Bunkyo site. It is thought that the iron
implements were diffused to use in those days because every round pit house of this
stage has iron implements. This stage belongs the latter half of the middle Yayoi
period, about the first half of the first century. The late Yayoi period starts at the se-
cond stage. We found a square house, three earthen pits and a ditch in the second
stage. The plan of the pit house was beginning to change from the round to the
square. The pottery of the third stage was almost changed in the style of the late
Yayoi pottery. The round religious structural remain and a pit house skirted by the
ditch were found at the third stage. The round religious structural remain gave us a
mass of pottery. The assemblage of these pottery become 2 basis of the chronology of
Yayoi pottery in this area. The ditch skirting pit houses which showed the square of
the plan implied the progress of the class system. The pit houses skirted by the ditch
within the settlement are those of a class of a head. It was found a ditch at the 4th
stage. The structurzl remains decrease from this stage around the location of this

research. Next the 5th stage shows only one ditch. Bunkyo site declines from this
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stage. The 4th and the 5th stage belong the middle of the late Yayoi period, about the
second century.

Yayoi people increases to use iron implements from the last of the middle Yayoi
period in the Dogo plains. The use of iron implements promotes the innovation of the
cultivation and the enlargement of the productivity. Therefore the class system was en-
couraged. A [ragment of the chinese mirror and a cylindrical bead found at this
research means the existence of a head within Bunkyo site. Ri-guang H3 mirror
found at Wakakusacho site, which is thought a same settlement with Bunkyo site, and
this chinese mirror of this research implied that Bunkyo site is a chief head of villages
of Yayoi period in the Dogo plains. Because possessing a chinese mirror means a sym-
bol of the dignity in those days.

Bunkyo site declined at the middle of the late Yayoi period. We think this decline
was caused by the move of a rice field. The innovation of the cultivation promoted a
wide and intensive agriculture. Therefore Yayoi people sought a wider rice field
toward a lower land. It is thought that the settlement of Bunkyo site moved toward a
lower land according to this situation.

We expected to confirm this hypothesis with materials from new excavation in the
area in the near future.

(Kazuo Mivamoto)
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