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English Summary

This report summarizes the achicvements of cxcavations of the
Hayasaki site located on a sandy plain in the Irino region around
the center of Okata Town, south-western part of Koéchi Prefecture,
Shikoku Island of Japan. Surface scatter of numerous artifacts
ranging from the protohistoric Yayoi Period (ca. 3rd C., B.C. 1o A.D.
3rd C.) to historic Muromachi Period (1338-1573) has indicated the
presence of a large complex site here. Particularly noteworthy is
the surface discovery of artifacts related to the Kofun Period (ca.
A.D. 4th to 6th C.) rituals, and it has been assumed that the Hayasaki
site represents a ceremonial and ritual center like the Kotsuka site
and the Guddnakayama site cluster in Nakamura City, also Kochi
Prefecture. For these reasons, we conducted excavations from 1
August to 17 October, 1989 and from 25 June to 8 September, 1990,
prior to the remodeling of the Oyu-Okata Prefectural Highway,
The excavated arcas cxtend for 1,527.5 sq.m. The excavations yielded
cight semisubierrancan houses, one timber structure, 108 pits, 34
ditches, 397 possible postholes, and 13 unidentified features. The
dates of these features fall between the final Yayoi (A.D. 3rd C.) and
the modern period, which is divided into the following four major
phases:

Phase I (third and fourth centuries, final Yayoi to early Kofun Periods)

The earliest settlement at the Hayasaki site is dated to this phase,
but the settlement declined in the fourth century.  Archaeologists
observe the similar rise and fall of final Yayoifearly Kofun
seitlements in other areas of the southern Shikoku Island, which
indicates economic and social changes in the third and fourth
centuries. Such changes may have been brought by the arrival of
the new Kofun Culture from the west-central Japan (Yamato
region; present Nara prefecture).

Phase II (early half of the sixth century; Late Kofun Period)

A settlement was formed again. The Hayasaki site reached the
peak of occupation during the phase II. The settlement expanded 1o
200m in east-west and 250m in the norih-south. The second
Hayasaki settlement is distinguished from the phase I settlement in
that the government-controlled ritval activities probably took
place at the Hayasaki settlement. This is supported by the discovery
of similar ritual artifacts such as mirror-shaped clay disks and
features at the Kotsuka site in the neighbouring Nakamura City
dating to the same time. The second Hayasaki settlement declines in
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the middle sixth century, and afterwards no major setlements are
formed here.

Phase 1T (Ninth and tenth centuries; early Heian Period)

Although it is historically known that the central government
in Kyoto founded a gd [village; an administrative unit of land,
lowest level of administrative hierarchy] in the present Okata
Town, no feawres or artifacis indicating the existence of this gé
arc discovered at the Hayasaki site, The discovery of a few
archacological remains of this phase suggests that the site
probably occupied a periphery of a settlement, if any.

Phase IV (eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; late Edo Period)

A small village was formed at Hayasaki.

In conclusion, this site is significant in future research into
history of the southern Shikoku Island owing to the discovery of
protohistoric scttlement as well as numerous ritual artifacts.

Further Readings

Aikens, C. M. and Higuchi T.
1982 Prehistory of Japan. Academic Press, New York.
Pearson, R. J., G. L. Barnes and K. L. Hutterer, Editors
1986 Windows on the Japanese Past; Swdies in Archaeology and
Prehistory. Center for Japanese Studies, the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor.
Tsuboi K., Editor
1987  Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Japan. UNESCO, Paris and
Centre for East Asian Culture Studies, Tokyo.
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