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SUMMARY

The Ichimichi site is located at Ichimichi, Fujisato {Ooi), Shinano-machi, in the northern
end of Nagano prefecture, Central Japan. It is situated in lat. 36° 45" N, long. 138" 12
E. and is 696 to 707 meters above sea level. The site is on the western steep slope of a
small mountain. The excavation was carried out from October 3, 199 to October 3, 1995,

by the Board of Education of Shinano Town, prior to the construction of the Shinano Golf
Club. The total excavation area is about 3,000 square meters,

The Late Quaternary sediments are divided into 5 formations as follows; Pumice flow
deposite (from Volcano lizuna-yama ), Shinano-machi Loam Formation, Kamiyama Loam
Formation, Nojiri Loam Formation, and Kashiwabara Black Ash Formation, in ascending
order.

The remains totaled 28,921 were excavated from the cultural layer in the Kashiwabara
Black Ash Formation, Holocene. There were 24,388 pieces of Jomon potteries, 1,663 pieces
of lithic artifacts, and 2,870 pieces of pebbles and others.

Most of artifacts from the Ichimichi site belong Lo the Earliest Jomon Period and the
Early Jomon Period. The results of the excavation are as follows.

1. Earliest Jomon Period ( about 8,000-7,500 v.B.P. )

Among 6,814 fragments of potteries found, most of them belong to the carly half of the
Earliest Jomon period. "Oshigata-mon pottery” (Pottery decorated with dowel-impressed
patterns) can be divided into 4 groups; Tatsuno type, Hizawa type, Hosokubo type, and
Sainokami type.

In particular, Tatsuno tvpe polteries are abundanl, consisting of a zigzag pattern, a
lattice pattern, a parallel lines pattern, and "Hyori-jomon pottery” {(pottery with cord-
marking on both internal and external walls). And, this group is characterized by
containing much crystals of high temperature quartz in the prepared clay of the potteries.

There also cxists a few Sawa type potteries, being contemporary with the Hizawa type.

It is made clear that these types pottery were transported from the Hida district in Gifu
prefecture, judging by the grains of graphite and gneiss included in the prepared clay of
the potteries.

There is onc set of arranged cobbles, and 14 pit traps. But most remains have few
relations with these features.

2 . Early Jomon period ( about 5,500-5,000 y. B.P.)

Most of potterics of this period belong to the late half of the Early Jomon, consisting of

10,563 fragments of Moroiso b type vessels and of 3,754 fragments of Moroiso ¢ type.
‘The former are characterized by the compromised type with those of the Kanto-Chubu
region and the Hokuriku region,

The variety of lithic tools includes arrowheads, scrapers, tanged stone scrapers, piece
esquillee, stone drills, polished stone axes, chipped stone axes, polishing stones,
whetstones, and a slit stone earring.

The impression of Angin ( a type of cloth made of twisted weave) left on the base of pottery
is a very important finding, because it is onc of the oldest pieces of clothing in Japan.

Therefore, the Ichimichi site must be one of the most important sites in Central Japan,

although it is a scrap heap of pottery.
(NAKAMURA Yoshikatsu)
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