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SUMMARY

The Kami-yamakuwa A site is located at Yamakuwa, Nojiri, Shinano-machi, in the northern end of
Nagano prefecture, Central Japan. It is situated in lat. 36° 50° 04” N,, long, 138° 10" 18"E., and is 741.4
to 7494 meters above sea level. The site is on the steep eastern slope of Kurohime Volcano. The
excavation was carried out from May 11 to October 23 in 1998, by the Shinano Town Board of
Education, prior to the construction of the local road, the Sugino-sawa - Kurohime station line. The
total excavation area is about 2,000 square meters.

The Late Quaternary sediments are divided into 3 formations as follows; Nojiri Loam Formation,
Kashiwabara Black Ash Formation, and surface soil, in ascending order.

The remains that totaled 1,459 were excavated from the cultural layer in the Kashiwabara Black Ash
Formation, Holocene, There were 760 pieces of Jomon pottery, 268 pieces of lithic artifacts, 305 pieces
of Heian age pottery, a piece of Taisho's coin, 27 pieces of recent pottery, and 98 pebbles and so forth.

Most of the artifacts from the Kami-yamakuwa A site belong to the Initial Jomon Period, the Early
Jomon Period, and Heian Period. The results of the excavation are as follows.

1. Initial Jomon Period ( about 7,000 v.B.P)

Among the 760 fragments of pottery found, most of them belong to the middle and the later half of the
Initial Jomon period.

The "Chinsen-mon pottery” (Grooved-line decoration pottery) can be divided into 3 groups; typel ,
typell, and a group consisting of the others. Type I pottery is characterized by shell made decoration,
belonging to the later half of the Tado-upper type pottery. Type II pottery is characterized by the
grooved pattern, which belongs to the time between the end of the Tado-upper type and the Shiboguchi
type.

These pottery types are characteristic of the northern area of Nagano prefecture and the southern area
of Niigata prefecture.

Most of the "Jokon-mon pottery” (Incised lines pottery) belongs to the Ugashimadai type pottery.

The variety of lithic tools includes arrowheads, scrapers, piece esquillee, polished stone axes,
polishing stones, stones with indentations or surface pitting, saddlequerns, and hammer stones,

2. Early Jomon period (about 5,500 y.B.P)
Most of the pottery of this period belong to the late half of the Early Jomon, consisting of Moroiso b
type vessels.

3. Heian age (about 1,000 v.B.P)
Among the 305 fragments of pottery found, most of them belong to the middle stage of the Heian age.

(NAKAMURA Yoshikatsu)
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