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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SB : Building

SD : Ditch
SE : Well
SK : Pit

SP : Pit or Posthole
NR: Natural stream
SX : Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction: development and excavation

This report details the achievements of the excavations carried out at the Nagahara
and Uriwari sites, situated in the south-eastern part of Osaka city, Osaka prefecture,
Japan, in the fiscal year of 1990 (beginning April 1st).

The Nagayoshi-Uriwari area, in which these sites are situated, is one of the few
remaining locations within Osaka city in which farmland can still be found.
Improvements in the main road and subway service from the City to this area has been
followed by rapid residential growth. As a result of this growth, there has been an
increasing demand for water and sewerage services. The sites lie within the land being
rezoned to accommodate the development of these services.

Though emergency research prior to the rezoning project has been conducted since
1981, many other excavations at these sites have been carried out, almost continuously,
over the last twenty years, prior to public or private development in the area. In
particular, at the Nagahara site, three hundred and sixty-seven excavations have been
carried out so far and the total excavated area amounts to 160,597 m?, covering 4.5% of
the whole site. This large accumulation of fieldwork has clarified that both the
Nagahara and Uriwari sites are large complex sites following a slope down to a plain,
in which discoveries belonging to between the Upper Palaeolithic and the Early
Modern eras, have yielded wide ranging information about settlements and cemeteries
in each period.

The strata representing each period at the sites is well preserved, and research has
been carried out on each layer, though all excavation areas were characteristically long
and thin as they lie beneath land designated for roads. The strata have been identified
according to the stratigraphical standard of the Nagahara site.

This excavation report is the tenth volume in the series and covers thirteen
excavations. The total excavated area extend 3,099 m2. The dates of discoveries fall
between the Upper Palaeolithic and the medieval periods (spanning the 12th to 16th C.
AD). The results of research are summarized as follows:

Results of previous research

The Uriwari site has been found to have been occupied between the Palaeolithic and
Muromachi periods, though, one of its most important features are the remains of 7th
century hottatebashira style buildings, found in the Southeastern area of the site. They
are believed to have been the residences of local officiators.

The Nagahara site adjoins the eastern part of the Uriwari site and features remains
from between the Palaeolithic and the Early Modern periods. Lithic-factory sites for
the production of backed-blades (using sanukite from Mt. Nijo) have been found,
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dating to the Palaeolithic period. These factory remains were distributed on the
relatively high ground in the southeastern part of the site. A settlement and cemetery
was established during the latter, or final stage, of the Jomon period, as people first
became sedentary. Rice impressions on the surface of the Nagahara type pottery, well
known as the latest form of Jomon period pottery, has gain a lot of attention as it
demonstrates that this was the pottery of the transitional period between Jomon and
Yayoi. During the Yayoi period, numerous paddy fields and irrigation works were
constructed and the settlement stretched northward. Yayoi period buildings, including
lithic factory and pit dwellings with water drainage, as well as numerous stone debris
and incomplete tools, have also been found.

Representing the Kofun period is the Nagahara Tomb Cluster, totaling 206 tombs as
of 1995. These tombs were build during the late 4th - early 6th century, and are
characterized by an abundant amount of haniwa. The boat shaped haniwa found at
Takamawari Tomb 2 were designated as important nation properties in 1993. The tomb
builders' settlement is located in the northwest of the site. Pottery unearthed at the
village site includes not only the traditional variety of the period, but also Korean
pottery. This may be indicative of international exchange.

During the Asuka/Nara period the settlement was enlarged. The number of
irrigation works increased, demonstrating possibly, a stabilizing life environment.
Evidence of extensive flooding in the Nagahara area, resulting in a massive deposit of
sand over the paddy fields, was uncovered. Despite the devastating floods, the district
shows signs of redevelopment during the ninth century, and later a settlement was
established during the Heian period, continuing through the Kamakura and Muromachi
periods, up until the modern period.

Discoveries at the Uriwari site

Excavation was carried out in the vicinity of the 7th century official buildings,
however, few features or artefacts associated with that period were found (fig. 40).
Cultivation in this area commenced during the Asuka period, and later, during the
medieval and early modern periods, many ditches, wells and associated features for
irrigation were constructed.

Discoveries at the Nagahara site
Excavation was conducted mainly in the southeastern sector of the site. A Lower
Palaeolithic site, featuring small lithic concentrations and presumed to be part of a
lithic factory was found (fig. 57). A similar concentration was found 10 metres
southwest of this site in 1988 and it is highly probable that these lithic clusters were
“made simultaneously. Although there were no Jomon period archaeological features
found, on the slope of a buried valley, many lithic tools and Late Jomon Nagahara style
pottery and were discovered. An analysis of pottery by mass revealed that 85 percent
was produced using clay from a local source (extracted from the western foothills of

—iv—



Mt Ikoma) ; the remaining 15 percent being produced with extraneous clay.

After arrowheads and awls, the most common stone tool type excavated was the
kusabi, believed to be a stone wedge. The wedges have no regular shape and usually
have striking platforms on a number of surfaces. However, several incomplete
arrowhead were found which appear to have been formed from a kusabi flake, and
brings the classification of the kusabi into question. It may be that some kusabi were
actually cores used for the production of the thin flakes used for arrowhead production.
If this is true this data will be useful to determine the flake production techniques
employed during the final Jomon period at the Nagahara site.

A piece of burnt clay dating to the Yayoi period (SX801) was found and is
considered to be part of a mold, due to its flat surface. The remains of Kofun and later
periods' ditches and pits were found, but associated building features were not. It is
believed that the settlement lies outside the present excavation area.

Further Reading

Aikens, C. M. and T. Higuchi,
1982 Prehistory of Japan. Academic Press, New York.

Pearson, R. J., G. L. Barnes and K. L. Hutterer (eds),
1996 Windows on the Japanese Past; Studies in Archaeology and Prehistory.
Center for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
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1987 Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Japan. UNESCO, Paris and Centre for
East Asian Studies, Tokyo.
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