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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features and others in this text.

LC : Lithic concentration
NR : Natural stream
SB : Building

SD : Ditch
SE : Well
SK : Pit

SP : Posthole or pit
SR : Paddy field and Ditch
SX : Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction: development and excavation

This report details the achievements of the excavations undertaken at the Nagahara
and adjoining Uriwari sites during fiscal 1992 (beginning April 1st). The sites are
situated in the southeastern part of Osaka City, Japan, in one of the city's few remaining
rural districts. Following improvement to both road and subway access, this area has
experienced rapid residential growth which has been accompanied by increasing
demands for water, sewerage and gas services. The sites lie within land being rezoned
to accommodate the development of these services. Though emergency research prior
to the rezoning and development of the area has been conducted since 1981, the area as
a whole has been researched, almost continually since 1975. The Nagahara site itself,
covers approximately 1,400,000 square metres, of which an estimated 5% has been
excavated.

In fiscal 1992, a total of 14 excavations were carried out at the Nagahara and
Uriwari sites, covering 2,983 square metres (Table 1, Fig 1). At the Nagahara site,
there were eight excavations in the southeastern sector (Fig 2), two in the southern
sector (Fig 2) and three in the southwestern sector (Fig 4). One further excavation was
undertaken in the south-eastern sector of the Uriwari site (Fig 5).

Discoveries at the Uriwari and Nagahara sites

Finds from the south-eastern sector of the Nagahara site include a Late Palaeolithic
stone-tool manufacturing site (Figs 21 & 22, Plate 33), a Jomon Period stream bed and
a stone-tool concentration (Fig 28, Plates 7 & 8). Representing the Yayoi Period are
both Nagahara-style and Yayoi pottery, remains of stone-tools and a stone-axe handle,
all unearthed from an Early Yayoi Period stream (Plate 6 & 30). A ditch and paddy
field dating to the Late Yayoi to Early Kofun Period were also unearthed (Plate 13).
Features and remains related to an Asuka Period village were detected, additional
features of which were found dating to both the Mid-Heian and Kamakura Periods
(Plates 2, 14-16). Also found were paddy fields and ditches dating from the Nara to
Edo Period. Traces of cattle as well as human activities were evident in the fields. (Figs
32-35, Plates 4 & 9). The Palaeolithic stone-tools were unearthed in Nagahara Bed 13
A and B, dating to approximately 15,000 to 20,000 years ago, and Nagahara Bed 14,
approximately 25,000 years ago. The latter are the oldest stone-tools found in Osaka
Prefecture the ages of which have been confirmed geographically.

The bed of the former Higashiyoke River was found in the southern sector of the
Nagahara site. The river flowed northward along the western edge of this sector and
was an important waterway in the initial development of Habikino Hill in the Asuka
Period. Numerous irrigation ditches, dating from ancient to modern periods, running



out from the river, were unearthed during the investigation (Plates 18 &19).

An Asuka Period village, comprised of large hottatebashira structures, each
separated by a ditch, was located in the south-western sector of the Nagahara site as
well as the south-eastern sector Uriwari site (Fig 101, 102 & 107, Plate 20 & 21). A
circular inkstone was also unearthed (Fig 98, Plate 26). These features and remains will
be important in the clarification of the characteristics of large-scale, Asuka Period
structures. ’

In the 1992 excavations, investigation was limited to the fringe areas of the
Nagahara and Uriwari sites. As a result, there were no features relating to the Nagahara
kofun cluster uncovered. The other evidence, however, indicates uninterrupted
habitation of the site since the Late Palaeolithic. Furthermore, the overall good
condition of the strata and its incorporation in to the Nagahara standard allows for
comparisons between this and other areas in the Nagahara and Uriwari sites.

From this point onwards, we aim at a holistic investigation of the Nagahara and
Uriwari sites. To this end, a reconstruction of the geographical and environmental
conditions of each period is being prepared.

Further Reading
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