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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features and others in this text.

LC : Lithic concentration
NR : Natural stream

SA : Palisade or fence
SB : Building

SD : Ditch
SE : Well
SK : Pit

SP : Pit or Posthole
SR : Paddy field baulk
SX : Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction: development and excavation

This report details the achievements of excavations carried out between June 1999 and
March 2000, at the Nagahara site, situated in the south-eastern part of Osaka City. Nagayoshi-
Uriwari district is one of the few areas within Osaka in which farm land and paddy field can
still be found. Improvements in the main road and subway services from the City to this area
has been followed by rapid residential growth. A rezoning project has been underway since
1981 to supply water and sewerage services. The current site lies within an area being
rezoned for the development of the latter.

In addition to the emergency research associated with the rezoning project, numerous
other excavations in this area have been carried out continuously for more than twenty years,
even prior to public and private development in the area. In particular, at the Nagahara site,
over three hundred excavations have been carried out so far. This large accumulation of field
data has clarified that both the Nagahara and Uriwari sites are large complex sites following a
slope down to a plain, in which discoveries belonging to between the Upper Palaeolithic and
the Early Modern eras, have yielded wide ranging information about settlements and
cemeteries in each period.

OCCPA wishes to express its concern over potential misunderstandings arising from the
naming of Nagahara site excavation reports. In addition of this title; Archaeological Reports
Eastern Sector of Nagahara Site in Osaka, Japan, there are two other titles reporting on
excavations in the Nagahara area; The Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara site in
Osaka, Japan, and The Archaeological Reports of Nagahara-Uriwari site in Osaka, Japan.
This volume is the fifth of the series that reports on excavations limited to those within a
development area in the eastern part of the Nagahara site.

Location of the site

Preveious research has shown that during the Early Jomon Period (c. 7,000 BP) the
northern edge of the Uriwari Terrace, on which the northern part of the Nagahara site is
situated, was a portion of the shore of the ancient Kawachi Bay. Later environmental and
climatic changes resulted in a vast accumulation of sand, and the bay slowly transformed,
firstly into a lagoon, and later into a lake. This body of water continued to diminish, most
rapidly at the time of the transition of the Jomon to the Yayoi period and the consequential
expansion of land which accompanied this shrinkage, accounts for the accumulation of the
numerous features and remains in the Kawachi plain region. Research over this area suggests
that peoples's activities in this area changed in response to along with changes in the

geography.

Outline of Research

1. The Late Palaeolithic Period

The discoveries of the Late Palaeolithic tool industries were unearthed at the research area
NG99-41. These consisted of backed knives and scrapers, blades and blade cores, waste
flakes and chips. A concentration of stone artifacts was found out on the Stratum RK13th
recognized as the Pleistocene deposit. The tool industries found at this site have been dated to
about 18000-16000 years ago by means of the tephrostratigraphy using the volcanic ash



obtained from stratified deposits.

2. The Jomon Period

Features of Early Jomon period were revealed at NG99-41 and contained pottery sherds
and arrowheads. The pottery found in this research area consists of two types. One is
decorated with dowel-impressed patterns, the other is cord marked by string-wrapped dowels.
The former contains zigzag pattern and small positive oval type. In this assemblage, the
amount of zigzag pattern is dominant over the small positive oval pattern. This quality of the
ceramic assemblage is representative of the typological period between Tuzuraozaki and
Fukumoto-type which are dated 8000-6500BP. The cord marked pottery by string-wrapped
dowels is dated 9400 800BP by TLD (TLD:Thermo Luminessence Dating, see report
Chapter IV). Charred organic remains and burned earth belonging to SX18d02 are dated 7230
+40BP(Beta-146531), 6800 100BP(TLD) and 7700 £=1000BP(TLD).

According to Ohno[1997] , an early Jomon site in Osaka region is located at the foot of Mt.
Ikomathe a point about TP+20m(TP:Tokyo peil, Japanese National Standard for elevaton
roughly equivalent to Om above sea level). However, the Early Jomon pottery and features in
the eastern sector of Nagahara Site were found at TP+4.7m. This makes NG99-41 is the
lowest Early Jomon site relative to sea level found to date. There were also some pits with
scatterd charred organic remains and bunred earth, but it impossible to reconstruct pit
dwellings because no regularly positioned posthole remains were observed. Even though
some of these pits might represent pit dwellings, they would likely have been only for short-
term occupation.

As with Early Jomon period, pits and pottery sherds were found at NG99-41. Late Jomon
Features at NG99-41 were overlain by a 0.5 metre layer of silt and silty clay. On the conrary,
A 2 metre layer of sand and gravel was formed by depositional work of river at Ng99-19. This
deposition might have resulted from the regression of Kawachi Bay and the accompanying
development of the river system in Osaka Plain. On this natural levee, pit with burned earth,
pottery and stone debris were found. Occasional habitation might have been spreaded over
natural levee developping along these rivers.

3. The Yayoi Period

At the research area NG99-19, there were a small number of pottery sherds dating to Late
Yayoi period (1 - 100AD) and a small projectile point from Middle Yayoi period (200 - 1BC)
in the muddy soil of a prehistoric paddy field.

4. After the Kofun Period

Paddy fields baulks were found at both sites during Early Kofun Period (4th centuries),
Parts of wooden tools including clogs and a small flat-bottomed boat used in flooded paddies,
were abandoned over the paddy field at NG99-19. Adjacent to NG99-19, evidence of natural
levees and channels formed during the Middle Kofun has been found. These might indicate
that irrigation system in northeastern sector of Nagahara site developed gradually during the
Middle Kofun period(Sth century). Evidence for intensive production developping from the
Asuka to Heian periods, even if flood soils covered the farmland, people were able to
cultivate lands succssively with the aid of domestic animals. From the Medieval to the Early
Modern Period, the land was in continuous agricultural use.

—iv -
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