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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent

archaeological features and others in this text.

LC : Lithic concentration
NR : Natural stream

SA : Palisade or fence
SB : Building

SD : Ditch
SE : Well
SK : Pit

SP : Posthole or pit
SR : Paddy field baulk
SX : Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The Nagahara and adjoining Uriwari sites are situated to the south-east of Osaka
City, in one of the city's few remaining rural districts, and are composed of
archaeological features from the Palaeolithic through to the Pre-Modern period (AD
1603~1868). Following improvement to both road and subway access, this area has
undergone rapid residential growth which has been accompanied by increasing
demands for water, sewerage and gas services. The sites lie within land being rezoned
to accommodate the development of these services. Though emergency research prior
to the rezoning and development of the area has been conducted since 1981, the area as
a whole has been researched, almost continually since 1975.

This volume reports the results of 8 excavations at the Nagahara site (total area
4020 square meters) carried out during fiscal 1995. Three of these are located in the
central sector of the Nagahara site (95-20, 42 & 54), the remaining five were carried
out in the south-west and western sector of the site at Umaike-dani; four investigations
west of the valley (95-13, 14, 41 & 76) and one on the eastern slope (95-49).

The main survey results for each period are as follows.

Palaeolithic period
Excavations recovered four backed blades, including a Kou-type blade (a stone
implement resembling a knife) from two locations (95-14 & 41).

Jomon period

Stone arrowheads were found dating to the Middle to Final Jomon period (95-13, 41
& 76), as well as pottery vessels and a stone weight belonging to the Late Jomon period
and Nagahara style pottery vessels of the Final Jomon period (95-14).

Yayoi period

Pottery vessels belonging to the Early and Middle Yayoi periods were found at
several locations, however excavation uncovered no features dating to the Yayoi
period.

Kofun period

Features indicative of a settlement, including the remains of hottatebashira
structures, wells and ditches, were found, dating to the second half of the 5th century
(95-14). In addition to this, pottery vessels, including vessels for the production of salt,
the remains of wooden building material, a komochi-magatama (a larger curved bead
with several smaller curved beads attached) and peach cores, were also found.
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Investigations also recovered Izumi-style pottery vessels. This type of pottery
originates in the Kanto region of Japan and few examples have been found in Osaka.

Pottery vessels, including examples of Korean-style vessels, and the remains of
wooden goods were uncovered along with the remains of pits and ditches at site 95-49.
Additionally, the remains of buildings, including large-scale hottatebashira structures,
were found at several locations (95-20, 42 & 54). Cylindrical haniwa dating to
between the latter half of the 4th century and the early 5th century were also recovered
from a ditch (95-13), and early 6th century ditches were detected at several locations
(95-13, 41 &76).

Asuka - Nara period

The remains of two Asuka period hottatebashira structures separated by a ditch
were found (95-13, 41, 76). Additionally, the remains of a series of multi-layered rice
fields and levees were found. Excavation also recovered an iron sickle (95-41) and a
cluster of cow and horse bones (95-14). Some of them exhibit evidence of butchering.
In addition to this, the remains of wooden goods, including an igushi (a ritual wooden
blade), magemono (a round chip vessel) (95-14 & 49) and a wooden tablet (95-49). The
wooden tablet bears an inscription detailing rice volumes.

Heian period and later

Features dating to the Heian period and later, including ditches and the remains of
rice fields, suggest that this area had been utilized as arable land at this time.
Excavations also clarified the history of the Higashi-yoke River, an artificial irrigation
canal constructed during the Asuka/Nara period (95-20, 42, 54). The canal had been
made redundant by construction work in 1704, which changed the course of the
Yamato River.

A zuika souchoumon hachiryoukyou (an 8-ridged mirror featuring flower and bird
motifs) was recovered from stratum associated with a Heian period flood (95-54). The
mirror's form is indicative of a transitional style in which Japanese design exhibits
originality out of Chinese influence.

Further Reading

Aikens, C. M. and T. Higuchi,
1982 Prehistory of Japan. Academic Press, New York.

Pearson, R. J., G. L. Barnes and K. L. Hutterer (eds),
1996 Windows on the Japanese Past; Studies in Archaeology and Prehistory.
Center for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.



Tsuboi K., (ed.) :
1987 Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Japan. UNESCO, Paris and Centre for
East Asian Studies, Tokyo.
1992 Archaeological study of Japan. Acta Asiatica 63. The Institute of Eastern Culture.

The Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1978-99 Archaeological Reports of Nagahara sites Vols. I-VII, Osaka. (In Japanese)
1989-99 Archaeological Reports of Nagahara and Uriwari sites Vols. I-XIV, Osaka. (In
Japanese, with English summary except for Vols. I-IIT)
1998-99 Archaeological Reports of the Eastern Sector of Nagahara site Vols. I-I1, Osaka.
(In Japanese, with English summary)
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