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Cover-page photograph : Full view of the sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
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The sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
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Full view of the excavated area in the sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
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Full view of the excavated area in the sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
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The sunken square pit dwelling remain No. 5



Well No.7 / Well No.9
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A sunken square pit dwelling remain laying dotans
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Distribution of remains (Full view of the excavated area) A gutter and a line of pillars
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A sunken square pit dwelling remain
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Seto vases excavated
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Distribution of remains (Full view of the excavated area)
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The sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
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Full view of the excavated area in the sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
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A well and a wooden board
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“"Kawarake" excavated (An accumulation of “Kawarake")
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The site of Seiryouji Temple
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Full view of the excavated area in the site of Seiryouji Temple
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A gutter of piled stones
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Distribution of remains (Full view of the excavated area)
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Full view of the excavated area in the site of Hourenji Temple
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1. The sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
Discovery of sunken square pit dwelling remains unknown hitherto

Sites surrounding the Wakamiya-Oji stretch from east to west, Nameri River to Imakouji. The excavat-
ed area is situated on the east of crossing bridge of Wakamiya-Oji Street and Yokosuka line, on the left
bank of Ougi River. During the excavation in April 2005 to March 2006 season, building remains dated
from the early 13th to 14th century AD were found in this area. Sunken square pit dwelling remains
often have been found in Kamakura-City; however, no other example like the remains of the building
which was named the Sunken square pit dwelling No. 5 had been known hitherto, due to the building
way that dotans are neatly laid on the wall of the subterranean part as well as on the floor. Furthermore,
there is another building on which dotans were laid in the excavated area. The excavated area is divided
into eastern and western sections by a ditch. The fact that the building remains using dotans concentrate
in the western section may be significant in considering the use of land in those days. Wells and pits
were also discovered. Quality porcelain from the Korean peninsula, domestic ceramics, kawarakes, lac-
quer ware, and molds used for casting, were found.

2. The sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
A large quantity of square pit building remains

This excavated area, which is part of the sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji mentioned in pp.2-4, is situ-
ated on the other side of Imakouji street, in front of Onari elementary school. In this area, 68 of sunken
square pit dwelling remains were discovered during the excavation of April 2005 to March 2006. By
observing the artifacts, these building remains are dated as belonging to the late 13th century AD. It is
clear that this area and its vicinity had been rapidly developed from the late 13th century AD onward.
Building remains and artifacts belonging until the 15th century AD were also found.

The excavated area and its vicinity are situated on a sand dune formed around the Jomon period. Given
that many sunken square pit dwelling remains were built on the sand dune, it may be assumed that the
excavated area and its vicinity were a trading stronghold for medieval merchants. Furthermore, 6 wells,
2 burial pits, and other structures were discovered.

A rich collection of artifacts were also found: ceramics from China, porcelain made in Seto and
Tokoname in Aichi, bronze coin, stone pots, ink stone, kawarakes, and pieces for the board game “Go” and
“sugoroku” (Japanese backgammon).

3. The sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
The city division in the Kamakura period

We will introduce the area located about 60 m to the Northeast of the Second gateway of the Shrine (“Ni
no Torii”) standing on Wakamiya-Oji street. In this area, one corner of an estate remain dated from the early
13th to late 13th century AD was discovered, and remains of shacks supported pillars without foundation, a
well, ditchs, a line of posts, and pits were found from there.

In the excavated structure, the ditch No. 3 was more than 70 cm width and 84 ¢cm depth. Considering that
this ditch and Wakamiya-Oji street cross each other at right angles, it is possible that this ditch may indi-
cates a town division which had been centered around Wakamiya-Oji street. Also, remains of shacks support-
ed pillars without foundation No. 1/ 2 and 3 / 4 are large type. No. 1 and 2 measure more than 4 Ken length
and more than 4 Ken width. No. 3 and 4 measure more than 4 Ken length and more than 6 Ken width (there
on ‘Ken’ between each pair of pillars). Building axes of these shacks and Wakamiya-Oji street crossed each
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other at right angles. An estate existed in the excavated area had been built in relation to Wakamiya-Oji
street running north to south. Kawarakes, pottery made in Atsumi in Aichi, porcelain made in Zheji_ng
province in China, were found.

4. The site of Seiryouji Temple
The ditchs using Kamakura stones

The excavated area is situated to the north of Genji mountain. The area is located in the inner most

part of valley named “Ougi-ga-yatsu”, and it is a small valley named “Seiryouji-ga-yatsu”, opening
toward south. Although its name derives from Seiryouji temple which located in that place to the name,
the temple does not exist there at present. It is unclear where the temple had been located, how large it
was, and until when it had existed.
A ditch that used Kamakura stones was discovered. Though carefully quarried stones were laid neatly on
the western side of the ditch, stones were somewhat laid in a disorderly manner on the eastern side of it.
As a reason for this, it is assumed that there might be a road paved with dotans on the eastern side of
the ditch, and the western side of the piled stone wall was built carefully to give a good visual effects, in
order to show it magnificently from the road. On the contrary, it seems that the wall of the eastern side
was laid with less care as it was not observable from the roadside.

The ditch found in this excavation season is laid out in front of yagura, which was located on the west-
ern slope of the excavated area. The artifacts dated from the middle 13th to early 15th century AD were
found in this season, while the valley might come to be used in the middle 13th century AD. The finds
include kawarakes, pottery made in Tokoname and Seto in Aichi, lacquer ware, and wooden artifacts,
principally.

5. The site of Hourenji Temple
A temple remain in the Kamakura period

Finally, we would mention the excavated area which is situated in the small valley named “Hourenji-ga-
Yatsu”, a part of “Sasukega-Yatsu” valley located to the northwest of the city hall and situated on the east-
ern side of “Sasuke-ga-Yatsu” valley. It is said that Hourenji temple had existed formerly and was aban-
doned around the middle of the Edo period.

The remain of a building structure on foundation rocks, for which Kamakura stones were used, was
found; it might be dated around the middle 13th century AD. It is supposed the land use of valleys around
the excavated area related to a temple, since building structures on foundation rocks in mediaeval period
were usually temples. However, it is not clear whether the
temple could be identified as Hourenji temple. Also, remains
of a quarry was found in the northern part of the excavated
area. The valley seems to have developed through its use as
a quarry. At the end of the 13thcentury AD, building struc-
tures on foundation rocks were no longer observed, and a
remain like earth ramparts was constructed along the
north-south axis. Large dotans were laid on both sides of the

foundation of the remain like earth ramparts, and dotans
and soil were hardened and heaped in the inside of it.

il adl

Kawarakes, ceramics, stone artifacts, iron artifacts, coin, and ~ SABAF (Fer KPS ELEREY - T T H 276
so on, were found. HF18IE A b pi)
A copper ladle

(Sites surrounding the Wakamiya-Oji)
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