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Aerial view of Hojo Yoshitoki' s Hokedo
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Aerial view of Hojo Yoshitoki's Hokedo site excavated
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View of the excavated site
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Kawarake earthenware unearthed (northwest corner)
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View of sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji
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Ditches and postholes (3™ layer)
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View of Imakoji West site (Pond and packing materials of the pond)
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View of the artifacts in situ (pond: 3" layer)
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Aerial view of sites surrounding Hase-Koji
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Ditch and sunken featured square pit building site (2" laver)
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1. Hojo Yoshitoki Hokedo site
Tomb temple Hokedo of 2" regent Hojo Yoshitoki

Hojo Yoshitoki (2" regent of Kamakura shogunate government) Hokedo site is located east of the
Tsurugaoka Hachiman shrine, on the hillside of “Hokedo (Minamoto no Yoritomo's grave)”, the designated
national historical ruin.

The excavation in 2005 revealed a platform higher than the ground with the foundation stones of a
building. There were remains of corner foundation stones and stone rows of rain water gutters. Judging
from the remainder of the foundation stones and foundation holes, we believe the building that once
stood here was 8.4m X 8.4m square shaped with the about 12.4m roof width (i.e. measuring from one side
of the roof eaves to the other). Furthermore, examining the unearthed artifacts indicate that the building
was abandoned probably at the end of the 13" century through to the beginning of the 14" century.

Hojo Yoshitoki (1163-1224) was the son of Hojo Tokimasa (1130-1215), the 1" regent of the Kamakura
shogunate government. Succeeding father Tokimasa’s position he acted as the 2™ regent and the representative
of the shogunate from 1205 to 1224. Yoshitoki is known to be the substantive founder of “Kamakura the
samurai capital”. This is because he solidified the power of the shogunate government by controlling
other powerful samurai families to bring victory to Kamakura shogunate over the Emperor’s forces from
Kyoto in Jokyu War.

A strong written evidence suggests that the site is Hojo Yoritomo’s tomb. According to 18th June, 1224
record of the late 13" century Japanese historical classic “Azuma Kagami” ; “Hojo Yoroitomo’s tomb temple
Hokedo was established on the east side of Yoritomo's” .

The result of this excavation is valuable to understand the final resting place of this central political
figure in Kamakura shogunate.

2. Hojo Takatoki Residence Site
Residence site section of 14" regent Hojo Takatoki

Hojo Takatoki residence site is known to exist somewhere on the southeastern side of Tsurugaoka
Hachiman shrine, around Hokaiji temple and its surrounding areas. The 2004 excavated location is at
the back end of Hokaiji temple compound on the south-eastern side. The site dates back to the 13" to mid
14" century. It revealed an extended ditch over 4m in width from east to west that took up more than
half of the excavated section. Postholes were identified on the west wall of the ditch as well as north of
the section. Together, earthenware called “kawarake” and fragments of Chinese porcelain were recovered.

Hojo Takatoki (1303-1333) is the 14" regent of Kamakura shogunate. He and his clan committed suicide
in 1333 at Toshoji temple located in the mountain behind Hokaiji temple when Nitta Yoshisada (1301-
1338) besieged Kamakura.

The 2004 excavation discovered the ruins of other buildings beyond the large ditch. Evidence has led us to
believe that the compound was separated into several areas by this ditch. This is an important discovery to
inform us about the sheer scale of the residence compound.

3. Sites surrounding the Wakamiya-Oji
Medieval samurai residence

Sites surrounding Wakamiya-Oji lie on the 1km north-south and 500m east-west stretch of Wakamiya-Oji
road, to the south from Geba to Hase surrounded by Ima-Koji (road from Jufukuji temple to Onari
Elementary School) to the west and Komachi-Oji (road from Hokaiji temple to Myohonji temple
entrance) to the west. The research took place on the Komachi-Oji road side, north-east of Myokoji temple.
This location is believed to have prospered as a part of the city center in the Kamakura period.

—13—



The 2003 and 2004 research uncovered four stratigraphic layers from early to later 13" century. One of
the postholes discovered on the site was particularly large, approximately 60cm in diameter. This indicates
that there was a large shack supported by pillars without foundation. Besides the Chinese porcelains such
as celadon and white porcelains found on these layers, there were also domestic wares and lacquer wares.
Collecting all these evidences, the site suggest for a possible samurai residence.

Although there is no oral or literal tradition informing us of any medieval residence, this discovery is
important as to understand more about the samurai residence.

4. Ima-Koji West Site
Samurai residence and administrative office related facility

Ima-Koji West site is the area to the west of Ima-Koji road along Onari Elementary School, which
encompass the area 1km north-south and 300m east-west. The excavated area lies at the north side,
opposite to Kamakura city hall building. The 2003 excavation revealed four stratigraphic layers from late
12" to early 14" century medieval period and a layer from Nara to Heian period.

Of interests are 2" and 3" stratigraphic layers. From the 2" layer fragments of Chinese porcelain were
found, and the 3" layer revealed a large pond. The evidence of the pond led us to believe this area used to
be a samurai residence compound. Inside the pond, wooden remains of ship models, toy tops, slippers as
well as a head of a wooden puppet were found. This puppet head finding highlights the fact that puppeteers
and other performers lived and played in medieval Kamakura.

Furthermore, several pits and ditches with roof tiles were uncovered on the bottom stratigraphic layer
dating from Nara to Heian period. Previously, in the adjacent Onari Elementary School compound about
150m in distance, we discovered an administrative office site from Nara to Kamakura period. Therefore,
by proximity, the discovered remains can be a part of possible administrative office related facility.

This research excavation is important as it shows that this area has prospered from the ancient to
medieval times.

5. Sites surrounding Hase-Koji
Medieval industrial site

Sites of Hase-Koji lie approximately on 1km east-west and 200m north-south stretch, around Hase-Koji
road and Hase-temple entrance gate. The research excavation took place on the south-west of this area
in proximity to Wadazuka station of Enoden railway line. The 2003 and 2004 excavation confirmed two
medieval stratigraphic layers from late 12" century to early 14" century.

The 1" stratigraphic layer that dates back to the late 12"
century to early 13" century was separated by several
ditches. The 2™ stratigraphic layer that dates back to the
early 13" century to early 14" century uncovered various
remains of buildings and postholes of sunken-featured square
pit dwellings. The artifacts recovered include animal
remains, amongst these a complete dog skeleton. Bones of
horses and cows were found but not in a complete state,
some showing the signs of manufacture and typical cut
marks caused when slaughtering animals. Furthermore,
there were dice, hair comb sticks called “kougai”, ornaments
made of bones, and metal artifacts including nails, knives
and tuyéres (bellow nozzle). These evidences indicate the CUNAEY : e e
possible medieval industrial location in Kamakura. [RI@ AT LR (5 NP - 55 3 i)

View of the puppet in situ
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