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Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 6

1. Site of Sasukegayatsu

This site is in the middle of the long valley (called Yato) spreading north to south, where the road
from Onari Elementary School to Zeniarai Benten Shrine going through, situating on the east side
of mountain foot. The result of excavation provided ancient building information clearly and
showed buildings of 13t century to late 14th century were constructed repeatedly during rather in
a short period. As for the period of mid 13! century to early 14! century, the sites of posthole-
type buildings and base-stone type building, which were considered as the sites of
Bukeyasiki(Samurai Residence), were found. Examining the holes for posts, we could conclude
the building was rebuild for several times, since the holes were dug in the almost same positions
again and again.

As for the period of 14 century and after, the round slice cut of giant mammal bone such as
whale’s one are found from the square pit dwelling site. Based on the mentioning above, this

building site has characteristics of workshop site where animal bone was being processed.

2. Site of the Residence of Tokifusa and Akitoki Hojo

This site is situated on the west side of Wakamiya Oji, which is the city centre street. The
location of the site is just 30m from the Shato San-no-Torii of Tsurugaoka Hachiman Shrine.
The excavation area is the place where Tokifusa Hojo (1175-1240), Akitoki Hojo (1248-1301),
both occupied important posts in the government of Kamakura shogunate, and other Hojo
families were supposed to have their premises was living. After the excavation, we found
various remnants of old buildings, such as large scale of base stone building site where
Medieval expensive Samurai houses were there, so called “Kawarake-Damari” where people
disposed earth ware, the site of west side ditch of Wakamiya Oji, line of post hole which must
be the site of wall and so on. Also we found ink pot of carpenter’s tool, magic spell board, and
other interesting things. Famous Medieval ink pot is the one found at the Nann-Daimon of
Todaiji Temple in Nara. The shape of ink pot found this time is very similar to Todaiji

Temples one, therefore, it will be a quite rare finding in Japan.

3. Ruins of Yuigahama Medieval Grope Cemetery

This ruins facing the sea, is situated on the sandhill, which spreads on the northwest side of the
mouth of Nameri River Excavation is done at the spot 160m south from Ichi-no-Torii, east side of
Wakamiya Oji. Five different periods life sites were found over the period of ancient and latter 13t
century to 14!h century. Added to the sites of square, dwell pit, posthole-type buildings and wells,
large holes for human bones, holes for 350 skulls, and cremated bones were discovered.

4. Site of Komemachi
This site is at 270m east from Omachi crossroads toward Zushi city. Opposite side (northwest) is
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Annyoin Temple. Sakawa River runs on the south. Excavation showed the ruin of life style, the
period of Nara, Heian and late 13t century to early 15" century. Especially the period of late 13th
century to early 14th century, board wall posthole-type buildings, board fences, wells and
road/side-road with solid wood ditch were found. The part material of Torii was found from the
site of 14'h century to early 15th century. The road we excavated is supposed to be a part of
Omachi Oji. We also excavated a pair of Geta, half-made cases of swords, a brush for Japanese
lacquer, a puppet, and so on. That made us to presume that this area was for craftsmen flourishing

for a long time.

5. Site of Nagoegayatsu

This site is located on east of Kamakura, at the entrance of Nagoegayatsu, where temples of
Nichiren sect are gathered such as Myohoji Temple, Ankokuronji Temple, and Choshyoji Temple.
Excavation spot is the entrance area of “Yato” sandwiched by Myohoji Temple and Ankokuronji
Temple. Three different period of life can be presumed over the period of middle 13t century to
14th century. At the middle 13th century ground, we could tell that there was a road runs east to
west through the centre of the valley, and in the north part of the road, there was a large house
with its gate facing the road, and south area of the road had lots of small houses. From the next
ground of latter 13t century, we could tell that the end of the road was reclaimed and taken into
the building. Housed in the north had sites of post hole lines for gates or building, and of graveled
road. Among discoveries, there was several fantastic white porcelain that showed the house was

owned quite rich family.

6. Site of Kamei Fort

The site is on the hill 700m from JR Kitakamakura station. We could find 2 sites of pit
dwellings of latter part of Middle Yayoi Period, 8 tunnel-type tombs of 7th century, and a site
of stone quarry of around 15t century from the vast area of about 12,500m". Especially the
site of stone quarry was found at the top of hill to south-facing slope, and cutting out stones
spots are about 604. Observing the trace of chisel and arrow, we can imagine people here

cut stone off in square with chisel and shot an arrow to take
out completely. These cutting off stones are named
“Kamakura Ishi (stone)” and the sites of “Kamakura Ishi”
quarries are found on the hill country of Kamakura city,
south of Yokohama and Zushi area. “Kamakura Ishi” was
excavated from several Medieval Sites in Kamakura city and
used for building materials up to recent years.
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