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Hase-Koji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(photol) Aerial view of the site
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(photo2) Stone coffin grave from the Kofun Period
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(fig2) Layout of the remains from the Kofun, Nara and
Heian Periods
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(photo3) Excavated stone coffin grave
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(photod) Burial pit of the Kofun Period
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Hojo Tokifusa/Akitoki Tei Site
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(photo5) Excavating the remains of the side ditch (Wakamiya-Oji is to the bottom of the
photo)
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(photo6) Materials used for the foundation of the side ditch of Wakamiya-Oji and remains of wooden-frame

strut for sideboard (Wakamiya-Oji is to the left of the photo)
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(photo7) A well
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photo8) Overview of the excavation of the upper strata
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(photo9) Remains excavated from the lower strata
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(photo10) A well found underneath the remain of a structure
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Nagoezaka Kita Yaguragun Site
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(photol1) Excavation site from distance
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(photol12) Gorinto
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(photol3) Cremated bone pieces reposited in Gorinto
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Imakoji-Nishi-Iseki Site
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(photol4) Pieces of Tokoname-style pottery storage jar
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Okura-Bakufu-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(fig3) Layout of the remains (a ditch and pole pits)
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(photol5) Remains of a ditch
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1. Hase-Koji-Shuhen-Iseki Site (Yuigahama 3-194-1 and 3-262-1)

The first stone coffin grave (ca. 6 th century) found in Kamakura City

The excavated point is located in a sand dune 100m to the north of Yuigahama Station on the
Enoshima Electric Railway. We discovered a residence site dating from the 3rd- to 15th century and
found that the inhabitants used the land differently as the sand-covered area moved. It was a burial
site in about the 6th century, changed to a settlement in about the 9th century, and then changed
again to a burial site in the 13th century.

A noteworthy discovery is the stone coffin grave from the Kofun Period. This is the first case of such
a grave being found in Kamakura City and the second such case in Kanagawa Prefecture. A woman
in her late teens was buried there, who seems to have been an important person in the area, judging
from superior quality of the coffin, but her relics were not found. Following this discovery, another
stone coffin grave similar to this was found in Zaimokuza.

2 . Hojo Tokifusa/Akitoki Tei Site (Yukinoshita 1 -265-2)

Remains of Hojo clan residence?

The excavated point is located 200m to the south of San-no-torii (the third gateway to the shrine)
of Tsurugaoka-Hachimangu shrine and to the west of Wakamiya-Oji avenue. The residence of the
Hojo clan is said to have stood in the area during the Kamakura Period, and we discovered remains
that are considered to be a part of the residence from the 13th- to 15th century. The elevation of the
current ground surface is about 10m above sea level, but we found the oldest remains of habitation
2.5m below the ground surface. During the excavation, made at an elevation from 8.0m to 8.4m, we
found that the then ground surface had been packed with stone and sand, and that wooden-framed side
ditches had been built along Wakamiya-Oji. Remains of a plastered well, pole pits, materials used for
foundations, erosion barriers, stone walls, and sunken fireplaces were also excavated.

3 . Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Omachi 1-1084-1, 1085-1)

From under the remains of buildings:-*

The excavated point is located 400m to the southeast of JR Kamakura Station. We discovered the
remains of buildings here as well, and ditches from the Kamakura Period. There are 10 building, with
some floors paved with Kamakura-Ishi stone and some with remnants of floor joists. From underneath
the buildings we found a well which is considered to have been made in the early part of the 13th
century. Frames made of baulk were tightly piled up and surrounded by thin wooden boards to create
the well. This type of well is very rare in Japan and is the first case of such a discovery in Kamakura
City.

Kamakura-Ishi

Sedimentary rock (tuffaceous sandstone—explanation given in page 8) is often used for stonewalls
and staircases because of its durability. Fine particles are clearly visible on a rough surface, and
moss grows on it easily since it is porous and retains water. It is relatively easy to cut and shape
but susceptible to weathering. The name “Kamakura-Ishi” is applied to cut and shaped tuffaceous
sandstone. It is not produced in Kamakura today.

4 . Nagoezaka Kita Yaguragun Site (Omachi 5-1988-2)

Very large “Gorinto” (five-storied stone pagoda) found

The excavated point is located near JR Nagoe Tunnel, 1.4km to the southeast of JR Kamakura Station
and 2.1km to the northwest of JR Zushi Station. The site is a group of ossuaries discovered in 2014,
the 467th site excavated in Kamakura City. A total of six ossuaries have been found up to this point



on the site, we researched one of them this time and discovered a large Gorinto left standing. Inside
one of the stories, the Ring of Water (each of the five stories was called a ring, representing earth,
water, fire, wind, and universe,) an entire set of a man’s bones was discovered in a cinerary pit. In
addition, another pit was found underneath the pagoda. The height of Gorinto is 127¢m, relatively tall
for a structure made of tuffaceous sandstone. The buried person is considered to have been of higher-
status among those buried in the ossuaries.

Tuffaceous sandstone

Tuff is a type of rock formed from sediments of volcanic detritus, and it is called tuffaceous sandstone
when it has a higher sand content. It is relatively easy to cut and shape, and resistant to fire.

5 . Imakoji-Nishi-Iseki Site (Yuigahama 1-163-1)

A large Tokoname-style pottery storage jar

The excavated point is located 700m to the southwest of Kamakura Station and 300m to the west
of Rokujizo intersection. We discovered the trace of a stream from the Kofun Period, and remains
of structures and a big pottery storage jar from the Kamakura Period. The structures were rather
small with the floor area from six to fifteen square meters, and we found evidence of reconstruction.
The big jar has a volume of 400 liters and was probably used to store water.

The trace of a stream from the Kofun Period is considered to have been a natural river. No other
structures or remains were found, but many relics, including eylindrical beads and earthenware, were
discovered.

Tokoname

Pottery produced during the Middle Ages in Tokoname, an area located in the Chita Peninsula of
Aichi Prefecture, is called the Tokoname. It has reddish-brown surface, and some are thinly glazed.
It doesn’t have refined quality but is very solid.

6 . Okura-Bakufu-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Nikaido 12- 8 )

Remnant of a ditch used in the early Kamakura Period

The excavated point is located 500m to the east from Tsurugaoka-Hachimangu, to the south of
“Nikaido-Oji” avenue that leads to Eifuku-ji temple site, a government-designated historic site.
“Nikaido Oji” appears in Azuma Kagami (historical chronicle of the Middle Ages) in the articles
about the fire in 1231 and 1251. The palaces of Hojo Yoshitoki, Kamakura shogunate’s second Shikken
(regent) and Kujyo Yoritsune, the fourth Shogun, ' ]
are said to have stood near the avenue.

We discovered ditches and ground holes. One
of the ditches was relatively large with 2m in
width and 1m in depth and could have been a side
ditch of Nikaido Oji, which was used during the
period when the avenue was mentioned in Azuma
Kagami, as relics indicate. It makes us wonder if
huge residences of powerful people occupied the
area at the time.

EH 16 E&/NBEDLEN HEAE
(photo16) Excavated human bones at the Hase-Koji-Syuhen-
Iseki site
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