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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photol) Status of road detection (right of photo is north)
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photo2) Somin Shorai note

(figl) Estimated demarcation of north-west portion of Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun
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(photo3) Status of remains detection

> : /l 6) O -'...;E:gim%l | .-;

e e
\
\
AY

\ =iEa
X2 BEREEER

(fig2) Remains distribution illustration
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photo4) Birds-eye view of survey site (photo top is Komachi-dori Street, left is north)
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(photo9) White porcelain water vessel
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Shoboji Temple-Ato Site
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(photol1) Survey site from above (photo left is north)
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(photo12) Remnants of road (left) and ditch (right)
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(photol3) Remnants of road made from erushed mudstone
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Tosho-in-Iseki Site
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1. Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site

(Komachi 2-55 and 12 other locations)
A ditch that segments premises

The research area is situated along the east side of Komachi-dori Street. Discoveries here include
roads and ditches, remains of structures, and pits from the 13th to around the 14th centuries. Two
roads were found, one ran in an east-to-west direction, and another extended south to north, as well
as a simple timber-frame revetment. Also found was a cornerstone, foundation plate, pillar holes
and numerous other items from the vicinity of boards that had been pinned to pilings thought to be
the remains of a structure. However, given the narrow scope of the research, it was impossible to
interpret the scale of the structure. Unearthed artifacts included shipborne goods of Chinese-made
porcelain and lacquerware, wooden “geta” clog-type shoes, wooden items with ink inscriptions such
as wooden strips for official messages and representations of sacred objects, and daily use items and
furnishings, from eating utensils to fan ribs, combs, wooden geta shoes, light plates, and other items.
It was understood that this site was one corner of a premises.

2 . Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
(Yukinoshita 1-161 and 43 other locations)

A talismanic expression: “Descendants of Somin Shorai”

At this survey site, it was determined that from the 13th to 14th centuries earth containing a great
volume of wooden items and shells was overlaid with crushed mudstone and compacted for a hardened
surface, and that this was a construction of multiple layers.

Discovered here were the remains of a structure with the remnants of scorched wooden wall from
around the 13th century. On the surface, from approximately the 14th century, charred earth and ash
became more prevalent, and this is believed to be the vestiges of a fire.

Numerous artifacts were unearthed, including wooden items such as wooden geta shoes, chop sticks
and “zori” sandal cores, as well as lacquerware bowls and dishes, shells, and unglazed earthenware.
In addition, there was the discovery of a Somin Shorai note, which is a talisman used to ward off
misfortune. Other items included a brush used as a tool in lacquerware production, and from the
construction of structures, it was determined that craftsmen were active.

Somin Shorai: A character that appears in folk stories conveyed in the “Bingo-no-kuni Fudoki”
(regional gazetteers of Bingo Province). There is the folk story in which, in return for having
granted lodgings to a deity, Somin Shorai and his descendants would stave off misfortune. This is why
placing a note that states “Somin Shorai and Descendants” is said to ward off calamities.

3 . Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site

(Yukinoshita 1-148 and one other location)
The undulating roads of the Kamakura period

This survey revealed remains and artifacts from the first half of the 13th to the 15th centuries. It
is thought that the samurai residence, adjacent and to the south, that had a cobblestone jibutsudo
that had previously been excavated (as stated in “Buried Cultural Properties in Kamakura 187),
is the same building as in this survey. In addition to the many kitchens (hearths), the building was
constructed using narrow boards, thin pillars and other low-quality materials, and it may have been
a building that housed workers. A box-shaped wooden frame is also believed to have been a kitchen
facility.

This site’s approximately 13th century Kamakura period surface was over 4 m below the present-day
surface. That means that the one-story structure’s pillars were at the same position as the current
Komachi-dori Street’s surface. On the other hand, on the north side that sandwiches the road, the



surface at that time wasn’t even 40cm below the current surface. Apparently, the terrain of this
vicinity during the Kamakura period was significantly different than that of today.

Jibutsudo: A temple constructed within the grounds, but separate from living quarters. Today this
would be indicative of a Buddhist temple or altar.

4 . Shoboji Temple-Ato Site

(Yamanouchi 173 and one other external location)

Temple ruins that exist only in illustration

Shoboji is a temple that fell in line along with Tokusenji Temple, Ankokuji Temple and Honeiji
Temple, as illustrated in the Meigetsu-in Temple document that was drawn up toward the end of the
14th century. This is where the name for the ruins originated. In the present day it has been erased
from history, and its founding, timeline and other information is unknown. The current survey led to
the discovery of the remnants of a structure from the 14th to 15th century, along with roads, stone
walls, and other items. The roads and ditches are believed to represent the former appearance of the
Yamanouchi Road (present day Kanagawa Prefectural Road Route 21), which crosses through the
previous surface.

The remains of buildings and other items associated with Shoboji Temple were not discovered.
However, the excavation of a dark-glazed conical tea-bowl, teacups and other tea house paraphernalia,
as well as tiles and other items, leads to the belief that a temple existed in that vicinity. At the rear
of a valley in another site of the survey there was a flat space a step higher than the surrounding
area, and it can be inferred that the temple was primarily in that flat place where it was possible to
look out at adjacent areas.

5. Tosho-in-Iseki Site (Sekiya 1040 and one other external location)

Stone materials transported from Hokkaido

The survey site is situated on an elevated area approximately 2.7km northwest of Ofuna Station. It
was understood through the survey that from the Initial Jomon to the Late Jomon periods (about
11,000 to 3,300 years ago) this area was inhabited, with hunting grounds and grave sites. Discovered
were two pit dwellings from the Initial Jomon, as well as 19 rock pilings, two traces of burnt soil, and
21 pits and post holes. From the Early Jomon period, the survey found two pit dwellings, one trace of
burnt soil, and five pits. Grave excavation revealed a polished stone axe and stone hanging ornaments.
The polished stone axe was made from greenstone that originated from Hidaka, Hokkaido, and marked
the first time such an object had been excavated in Kanagawa Prefecture.
In addition, the types of excavated Jomon pottery
were Ourayama, Heizaka and Higashiyama from
the Initial Jomon period, and in the Early Jomon,
Jusan-Bodai, Daiki 6, and Otoshiyama, while
from the Middle Jomon, there was Katsusaka, and
from Late Jomon, Horinouchi and Shomyoji.
Furthermore, from the underlayer there emerged
one stone knife from the latter Paleolithic
(approximately 23,000 to 19,000 years ago). It is
incredibly rare for a Paleolithic stone tool to be
discovered within Kamakura City.
Hanging ornaments: A type of personal adornment.
It is believed that they were used as a string o SRR - o A e, Ty
necklace, and made mainly from stone, bone or BEE 17 HEARELEWEF(E/T—TH 148 % 1 #)
other material. Ht

(photo17) Scissors
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