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Summary

In 1985, Kumamoto University planed a reconstruction of campus. But it was known that some of
campus is designated as buried cultural assets zone. In the fiscal year 1994, Kumamoto University
formed the Archaeological investigation committee and the Research Center for buried Cultural
Properties in haste, and has been excavating the campus sites when the superannuated school
buildings were rebuilt.

We have two main campus sites at different areas. The one is the Kurokami area where is
constituted of faculty of Science and faculty of Engineering (south area), faculty of Education,
faculty of Law, and faculty of Letters (north area), and included in Kurokamimachi site. The site is
located at the foot of Mt.Tatuta on a low terrace formed by the Shirakawa River. The site is
regarded as an ancient posting-station “Kokai”. The other one is the Honjo area where is
constituted of School of Medicine, Kumamoto University hospital and institutes (north and middle
area), school of Health Science (south area), and included to Honjo site. The site is located on a low
terrace formed by Shirakawa River, similar to Kurokamimachi site. It is 2km from Kurokamimachi
site to Honjo site in a straight line. In the circumstance of Honjo site, there are large ancient
settlement sites like Oe site and Shinyashiki site. School of Pharmacy and Oe athletic field (Toroku
area) belong to Oe site. Kyomachi area where is constituted Elementary School and Junior High
School Attached to faculty of Education is belong to Kyomachidai site. The site is located on the
Kyomachi plateau, and is famous for as the site of Yayoi period.

The results of the excavation investigation of survey areas 1321 - 1322 - 1325 in Kumamoto
University Hospital (Honjo north area) in the fiscal years of 2013 and 2014 are published in this
report. We excavated the survey area 1321 before the piping construction of draining equipment,
the survey area 1322 before tree transplanting, and the survey area 1325 before the building of
electrical equipment. These small investigation areas are connected and excavated. We had mainly
investigated the west and the north side of Honjo north area, and discovered the pit dwellings,
embedded-pillar buildings, ditch, wet paddy site and a lot of relics of a village of Kofun period and
ancient times. A ditch of Yayol period was also discovered. Meanwhile, there are few investigations
on the east side center of Honjo north area.

On this east side, we discovered pit buildings, ditches, and pits of ancient times, which revealed
that an ancient village existed widely in the east side of Honjo district as well. Many Haji wares
with incised character “Kuhonji( #AZ3F )" were excavated. Much resource tends to be on the east
side of Honjo north area since the Haji ware with incised character was excavated for the first time
at survey area 9601 located northwest of Honjo north area. This result suggests that the temple
was more likely to be located on the east side of the Honjo north area. But the remains of an
ancient structure which could confirm the existence of the temple have not been discovered yet.
The presence or absence of the temple and the elucidation of the location are important problems
in examining Honjo north area and neighboring site. On the other hand, not many relics and
features in the Kofun period were found at this investigation area. It is expected that the
distribution feature is different between Kofun period and ancient times.

The biggest result in this investigation is the discovery of Ide remains which are an irrigation
ditch of Edo period. At a repair point of the San no ide (culvert) which crossed Honjo north area,
we found a stone wall. It is said that Kiyomasa KATO (1562-1611) built the San no ide. However,
the stone wall is regarded as the thing which belongs to the latter half of the Edo period by a
characteristic of the wedge-shaped stone “kentiisi”. The stone wall seems to have been renovated
several times over the years. This discovery of old Ide will become one clue to the transition of
Honjo north area and the town planning of the castle town Kumamoto.

Although each investigation area was narrow, the results are significant for understanding the
development of the site in the east side of the Honjo north district, together with those of survey
area 1708 that we reported earlier.
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