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A Survey of the Minamibashi Site, One of the Jujodai Sites (Oji and Oji
Boshi Apartment House Zone)

The Jujodai Sites (Kita Ward Site No. 19) are located along the cliff line of Jujodai in the north of
the Hongo Plateau on the east edge of the Musashino Plateau. It is a vast group of sites, about 1.1
km east to west and 4.6 km north to south. The present investigation site is the Minamibashi Site.
The Minamibashi Site, in the southwest part of the Jujodai Sites, is located throughout the area of
1-chome, Nakajujo, and 2-chome, Oji Honmachi. Previous surveys have revealed that there were
ancient settlements here from the late Yayoi Period to the early Tumulus Period.

The present investigation has excavated relics and remains from the Jomon Period, the late Yayoi
Period to the early Tumulus Period, and the Ancient Times.

Two earthen pits, round cornered and rectangular, from the Jomon Period have been found.
Both ends of the longitudinal axes of these pits face inward, about 1.0 m deep. There is also one pit
dwelling and one pillar hole that are considered to be from the Jomon Period.

The top soil layer and disturbance of the investigation site also revealed some pieces of Jomon
earthenware and stoneware, suggesting that people lived in the Minamibashi Site during the Jomon
Period as well.

From the soil layers dating back to the late Yayoi Period and the early Tumulus Period, five pit
dwellings, one dug pillar dwelling, 8 pillar pits, four earthen pits, and one former groove were
excavated.

From the Former Dwelling 141, which was found in the middle of the investigation site, well-
preserved relics were unearthed, including a crushed pot with an almost complete rectangular mouth.
Regarding the pillar holes, many were excavated together in the north of the investigation site. Of
these, it is thought that one dug pillar dwelling was restored and rebuilt several times. The site, found
in the north of the investigation site, may be linked to grave no. 2 with square ditches around it,
which was excavated during the investigation of the Naka Jujo Apartment House zone.

Compared with previous survey findings on the Naka Jujo Apartment House zone and the
Minamibashi Site, the Oji and Oji Boshi Apartment House Zone accounted for only a few sites in the
relevant era. This investigation zone is therefore presumed to be at the south end of the settlement
from the relevant era in the Minamibashi Site.

From the soil layers dating back to the Ancient Times nine pit dwellings and four pillar holes were
unearthed.

Most of the pit dwellings were lost due to the disturbance. As for the furnace kitchen ranges, only a
part of their sides and scorched soil remained. The former dwellings date back to the late 7th to late
9th century. It has been found, along with the investigation of the Naka Jujo Apartment House Zone,

that people continuously lived there in that era too.
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HEE 8 mTC. THIUIILHH A S PO BTN TV 3, IMNA HiK /5 M H & 4 72 KHEL T f
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