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An Excavation Report of Drainage Ditch and
Buried Valley at the Western Edge of Kounami Site,
Osaka Prefecture
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Kounami site is located in the most eastern part of Kawachi alluvial
plain, Osaka prefecture(Fig.1). This site area, ca.500m in diameter in the
range of 17-40m altitude, is on the slope of alluvial fan developed from
the end of Pleistocene to Holocene beneath the foot of Mt. Ikoma(642m).
The eighth archaeological rescue survey of this site was carried out in
June, 1986, prior to the distruction of archaeological materials by burying
the sewage pipeline.

As a result, a north-south stretching ditch, ca.0.4m in depth and more
than 2m in width was found(Fig.10-13). Though the ditch was filled with
many reworked gravels and artifacts of Muromachi period(15-16th
century), mainly roof tiles(Fig.36-39)and potteries(Fig.21-27), the date
of the construction should be newer than the date of the artifacts . Because,
at the horizon underneath the ditch bottom, some large pits and well
were containing same-aged artifacts and gravels(Fig.14,15), and the upper
parts of these facilities were distructed or eroded by the construction of
the ditch.

Immediately below the ditch, a buried valley sretching east to north
across the excavation area, ca.10m in width and more than 3.5m in depth,
was found(Fig.8,17). By the inference from the stratigrafic investigation
in surrounding area, the valley incised the alluvial fan surface at two times
in Jomon period (in the earlier than the later stage of Late Jomon
period(ca.4500y.B.P.) and in the later stage of Final Jomon
period(ca.2500y.B.P.)), and filled mainly from Yayoi period(the 3rd century
B.C. to the 3rd century A.D.) to Nara period(the 8th century).The beds
filling the valley included artifacts of the late stage of Middle Yayoi period
to the beginning of Late Yayoi period(ca. 100y.A.D., Fig.30-35), Late
Kofun period(ca.500y.A.D., Fig.29), and Asuka-Nara period(ca. 700y.A.D.,
Fig.28). Because the beds of Late Yayoi period and Late Kofun period
overlain erosionally on the former fill, it can be infered that the base level
was lowered temporarily at the end of Middle Yayaoi period and the end of
Middle Kofun period. The alternation of the accumulation and erosion in
the depositional succession of the buried valley may be explained by the
relative sea and lake level changes, and fluctuation of steam load related
to the climatic changes after the maximum stage of Jomon transgression
in ca.5300y.B.P.

At the horizon 3.5m below the surface of the test pit at the southern
end of excavation area, a scatter of charcoal fragments and autochthonous
wooden roots of fossil forest, probably developed in the late glacial
substage of Wirm were found. Species identification and dating of those
is not finished.

1997 Higashi-osaka City Cultural Properties Association



